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Activists  urge 
cautious  review 

of  AZT  study 

Activists  fear  that  misinterpretations  of  the  data 
could  indicate  that  AZT  is  less  effective  for 
people  of  color  than  for  white  people 


By  Chris  Nealon 

WASHINGTON — A  U.S.  government 
study  on  HIV  treatment  has  triggered  a 
chorus  of  objections  from  AIDS  service 
organizations  working  with  people  of  color, 
who  charge  that  data  from  the  study  may 
send  a  message  of  hopelessness  to  Black  and 
Latino  communities. 

In  particular,  AIDS  activists  said,  they  are 
concerned  that  the  data — released  Feb.  15  by 
the  Veterans’  Administration  (VA) — will  be 
taken  to  indicate  that  AZT  is  less  effective  for 
people  of  color  than  it  is  for  white  people.  At 
present,  AZT  is  the  only  federally  approved 
drug  being  used  to  treat  AIDS-related 
symptoms. 

The  four-year  VA  study  was  designed  to 
compare  the  benefits  of  early  and  late 
intervention  in  AZT  therapy  for  people  with 
various  HIV-related  symptoms.  About  half 
of  the  338  patients  were  given  AZT  every 
day  from  the  start  of  the  study.  The  other 
half  were  given  a  placebo  until  their  T-cell 
count  dropped  below  200,  at  which  time  they 
began  AZT  treatment.  Although  the 
participants  were  of  different  races,  the  study 
was  not  designed  to  isolate  racially  linked 
differences  in  patients’  response  to  AZT. 

“[Identifying]  the  apparent  difference 
between  [white  people  and]  people  of  color 
was  not  what  the  study  was  designed  for,” 
said  VA  spokesperson  Linda  Stalvey.  Stalvey 
told  GCN  that  if  researchers  had  wanted  to 
establish  a  relationship  between  race  and 
HIV,  “the  protocol  would  have  been  designed 
differently.” 

In  their  conclusions,  however,  VA 
researchers  noted,  “Unplanned  analyses  of 
subgroups  showed  unexpected  trends, 
favoring  early  AZT  treatment  among  white 
patients,  and  neutral  or  favoring  late  AZT 
treatment  in  minority  patients.”  Although  the 
researchers  added  that  they  “urge  caution  in 
interpreting  these  trends,”  activists  doubt 
such  caution  will  be  taken. 

“I’m  pretty  sure  that  the  implications  of  the 
study  will  be  misinterpreted,”  said  Belinda 
Rochelle  of  the  National  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Task  Force  (NGLTF).  Rochelle  told  GCN 
she  thought  the  VA  had  “released  too  much 
information,  considering”  the  study  had 
concluded  only  a  few  weeks  before.  Usually, 
she  said,  there  is  a  longer  interval  between 
the  end  of  such  studies  and  the  public  release 
of  their  conclusions. 

Questioning  the  data 

Rochelle  also  said  she  thought  the  early 
release  of  the  VA  study’s  conclusions  was 
doubly  unfortunate  because  the  government 
has  not  traditionally  done  a  good  job  with 
scientific  research  involving  non-white 
people.  “Considering  the  reputation  of  the 
U.S.  government  on  research  about  people  of 


color,  I  think  the  study  should  be  viewed  with 
some  suspicion  by  people  of  color,”  she  said. 

Several  aspects  of  the  VA  study,  Rochelle 
said,  make  it  difficult  to  reach  conclusions 
about  the  relative  effectiveness  of  AZT  for 
white  people  and  people  of  color.  First,  she 
said,  about  one-third  of  the  participants  in  the 
study  were  IV-drug  users,  a  factor  that  affects 
the  progression  of  AIDS -related  symptoms 
regardless  of  race.  Second,  the  VA 
researchers’  reference  to  data  about 
“minorities”  combines  data  from  Latino  and 
Black  patients,  which  obscures  race-linked 
conclusions.  Third,  Rochelle  said, 
participants  in  the  study  received  1500 
milligrams  of  AZT,  twice  the  current  average 
dosage.  Activists  and  other  researchers  have 
pointed  out  that  higher  doses  of  AZT  are 
more  likely  to  create  toxic  reactions  in 
patients. 

Finally,  Rochelle  said,  the  study’s 
conclusions  about  the  lower  effectiveness  of 
AZT  for  people  of  color  were  made  without 
considering  that  many  non- white  people  have 
no  access  to  health  care  and  health  education 
—  a  factor  that  further  complicates  scientific 
conclusions  based  simply  on  race. 

Mark  Harrington,  a  member  of  ACT 
UP/New  York,  said  that,  in  short,  the  study 
“raised  more  questions  than  it  answered.” 
Harrington  agreed  with  Rochelle  that  the 
study  could  not  support  conclusions  about 
racially  linked  differences  in  response  to 
AZT.  He  also  told  GCN  that  in  some 
scientific  studies  “race  itself  [may  function 
as]  a  surrogate  marker  for  other  factors.” 

Harrington  also  questioned  the  way  the  VA 
researchers  had  administered  AZT  to  their 
patients,  saying  that  “with  AZT  you  need 
very  close  monitoring.”  Such  monitoring,  he 
said,  might  include  altering  dosages  during 
therapy — something  that  was  not  done  in  the 
VA  study. 

“I’m  not  saying  the  study  was  irrelevant,” 
said  Rochelle,  “but  that  it  pointed  to  the  need 
for  more-targeted  research.”  When  research 
focuses  more  fully  on  people  of  color,  she 
said,  conclusions  about  the  relationship 
between  race  and  HTV  therapies  will  be  more 
justifiable. 

‘All  we  have’ 

In  the  meantime,  said  Rochelle,  it  is 
disastrous  to  indicate — however 
tentatively — that  people  of  color  might  not 
respond  as  well  as  white  people  to  early 
intervention  with  AZT.  Many  people  of  color 
already  feel  discouraged  from  seeking  early 
treatment  for  AIDS-  or  HIV-related 
symptoms,  Rochelle  said.  Therefore,  she 
added,  a  supposedly  “scientific” 
announcement  about  the  ineffectiveness  of 
the  one  federally  approved  drug  for  such 
treatment  can  only  intensify  a  sense  of 

Continued  on  page  6 


‘Economic  conscription’ 


The  U.S.  government  officially  acknowledges  that  a 
disproportionately  high  number  of  Black  servicemembers 
will  die  if  a  ground  war  breaks  out  in  the  Gulf 


By  Elizabeth  Yukins 

WASHINGTON — The  federal  government 
finally  confirmed  what  anti-war  and  civil 
rights  advocates  have  been  saying  since  the 
Persian  Gulf  war  began:  Black  people 
represent  a  disproportionately  high 
percentage  of  military  personnel,  and  Black 
soldiers  will  die  in  disproportionately  high 
numbers  in  the  event  of  a  ground  war. 

Activists,  however,  are  not  satisfied  with  a 
simple  acknowledgment  of  statistics  and 
numbers;  many  civil  rights  advocates  are 
demanding  that  the  U.S.  government  examine 
why  so  many  people  of  color  join  the  armed 
forces  and  what  the  military  actually  offers  in 
terms  of  practical  and  useful  experience. 

“The  disproportional  representation  of 
Blacks  in  the  military  has  little  to  do  with 
Black  people  being  especially  gung-ho  about 
the  war,”  said  Harold  Jordan,  coordinator  of 
the  National  Youth  and  Militarism  program 
for  the  American  Friends  Service  Committee 
(AFSC).  “It  has  to  do  with  the  conditions  in 
our  society  and  the  lack  of  opportunities  for 
people  of  color,”  he  told  GCN. 

According  to  a  report  released  by  the 
federal  General  Accounting  Office  (GAO) 
Feb.  14,  Black  people  comprised  20.8  percent 
of  U.S.  armed  forces  personnel  in  1990. 
Black  people  make  up  about  12  percent  of 
the  total  U.S.  population. 

The  study  also  reported  that  in  mid- 
December  of  1990,  the  percentage  of  Black 
people  serving  in  the  Persian  Gulf  was  as 
follows:  29.8  percent  in  the  Army;  21.3 
percent  in  the  Navy;  16.9  percent  in  the 
Marines;  and  13.5  percent  in  the  Air  Force. 

Rep.  John  Conyers  (D-Mich.),  who 
requested  the  GAO  report,  called  its  findings 
“highly  illustrative  of  the  lack  of 
opportunities  for  Blacks  in  our  society.”  He 
said  that  although  the  government  has 
maintained  a  successful  volunteer  army  since 
1973,  he  questions  the  fairness  of  the  current 
recruiting  system. 

Conyers  said  that  the  GAO  report  reveals 
that  Black  people  have  joined  the  military  at 
twice  their  percentage  rate  in  the  general 
population,  and  he  stated  that  these  figures 
point  to  a  form  of  “economic  conscription”  in 
this  country.  “There  is  no  doubt  that  many 


join  the  Army  because  their  families  may  not 
be  able  to  afford  a  college  education,  and 
because  their  communities  do  not  hold  out 
the  prospects  for  a  job,”  said  Conyers. 

“The  fundamental  question  then,”  he 
continued,  “is  when  it  comes  to  projecting 
with  the  means  of  war  the  nation’s  welfare 
and  the  cause  of  democratic  and  human 
rights,  should  that  burden  be  borne 
disproportionately  by  minorities  and  others 
because  they  have  been  socially 
disadvantaged?” 

‘Push-pull  factor’ 

Although  most  civil  rights  advocates  agree 
that  an  “economic  conscription”  does  exist  in 
the  U.S.,  Black  activists  disagree  about  the 
overall  value  of  military  service.  While  some 
believe  that  the  armed  forces  offer 
educational  benefits,  others  view  the  military 
as  a  dangerous  and  unjust  employment 
recourse  that  young  Black  people  must 
choose  in  order  to  secure  their  education 
rights,  as  well  as  basic  income. 

Mark  Eitelberg,  a  professor  at  the  Naval 
Postgraduate  School  in  Monterey,  Calif.,  told 
GCN  that  there  is  a  high  percentage  of  Black 
recruits  due  to  the  “push-pull  factor  of 
military  service.”  He  explained  that  young 
Black  people  are  “pushed”  into  military 
service  due  to  unemployment  and  a  lack  of 
education  opportunities.  He  said  that  they  are 
also  “pulled”  into  military  service  by  the 
prospects  of  job  experience,  training,  and 
education  funds. 

Edwin  Dom,  a  senior  staff  member  at  the 
Brookings  Institute,  a  Washington  think-tank, 
said  that  he  doesn’t  subscribe  to  the  view  that 
the  military  is  exploiting  the  economic 
desperation  of  Black  men  and  women.  He 
told  GCN  that  the  people  who  are  enlisting 
nowadays  “are  not  members  of  the 
desperately  disadvantaged  under-class.  They 
are  almost  all  high  school  graduates  with 
solid  working-class  values  and  attitudes.” 

Dom  added  that  there  are  now  far  fewer 
high  school  dropouts  than  in  the  draft-era 
military,  and  that  today’s  enlistees  are 
“people  who  would  go  to  technology  and 
trade  schools  if  money  was  accessible.” 

Continued  on  page  6 
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Florida  police  hassle 
gay  men 

MIAMI  BEACH — Charging  police 
officers  with  violent  and  illegal  behavior, 
gay  men  here  are  reporting  a  wave  of 
harassment  at  beach-side  cruising  sites. 
According  to  The  Weekly  News  ( TWN ),  a 
Florida  lesbian  and  gay  newspaper,  five  men 
have  called  the  paper  since  late  December  to 
report  harassment  ranging  from  false  arrests 
to  physical  abuse. 

One  caller  told  TWN  that  he  was  arrested 
for  “exposing  his  genitals”  after  he 
approached  two  men  who  appeared  to  be 
having  oral  sex.  When  he  got  close  to  the 
two  men,  the  caller  said,  they  grabbed  him 
and  handcuffed  him.  The  caller  also  said  that 
the  men  yelled  at  him,  “What  are  you 
looking  at,  faggot?  We’re  tired  of  you 
faggots.  What  were  you  doing,  checking  us 
out?  We’re  going  to  teach  you  a  lesson,  you 
AIDS  carriers.” 

The  caller  added  that  he  planned  to  file  a 
formal  complaint  with  the  Miami  Beach 
police.  “This  is  a  total  fabrication,  a  false 
arrest,  and  I  am  not  going  to  just  sit  back  and 
take  it,”  he  said. 

Another  caller  reported  that  uniformed 
officers  kicked  and  punched  two  Cuban  men 
while  police  car  headlights  illuminated  the 
scuffle.  The  caller  said  one  of  the  men  was 
charged  with  assaulting  an  officer  and 
resisting  arrest.  The  charges,  said  the  caller, 
were  false. 

Activists  from  Dade  County  PAC,  a 
lesbian  and  gay  political  action  committee, 
say  they  are  dismayed  by  the  police 
harassment.  “This  is  the  kind  of  thing  that 
went  on  in  the  ’50s,"  said  PAC  member 
Doug  Feldman. 

Reporters  and  activists  said  they  have 
called  police  to  ask  officials  about  the 
incidents,  but  have  gotten  no  substantive 
response.  According  to  TWN,  Miami  Beach 
Police  Public  Information  Officer  Houlahan 
told  a  reporter,  “If  you  have  some 
allegations,  I  suggest  you  call  internal 
affairs.” 

— Chris  Nealon 

Black  lesbian  receives 
writing  award 

ATLANTA — For  the  first  time  in  its 
history,  the  Atlanta  Association  of  Black 
loumalists  gave  an  award  to  an  openly  gay 
journalist.  At  its  recent  Pioneer  Black 
Journalist  Awards  Banquet,  the  organization 
awarded  Sabrina  Sojourner,  a  Black  lesbian 
feminist,  for  her  editorial  piece  entitled 
“Accepting  Difference.”  The  article 
appeared  in  the  July  1990  issue  of  BLK,  a 
monthly  news  magazine  for  African 
American  lesbians  and  gay  men. 

According  to  Philadelphia  Gay  News, 
Sojourner  spoke  to  the  banquet  crowd  about 
the  significance  of  the  award  for  other 
lesbian  and  gay  African  American  writers.  “I 
have  a  lot  of  peers  who  are  closeted  who 
thought  I  was  crazy  to  join  the  association 
and  be  out,”  she  said  in  her  speech.  “I  hope 
my  winning  encourages  more  African 
American  lesbian  and  gay  journalists  to 
come  out.  If  I  can  do  it  in  Atlanta,  certainly 
they  can  do  it  in  San  Francisco,  New  York, 
D.C.,  and  the  other  big  cities.” 

Sojourner  noted  that  the  award  is 
important  because  the  journalism  association 
recognized  an  article  that  was  “blatantly 
feminist”  and  pro-gay.  “This  [honor]  is 
particularly  exciting  for  me  because  it  is  my 
first  award  and  it  comes  from  you,  my  peers 
and  my  community,"  she  told  the  crowd. 

— Elizabeth  Yukins 

‘Shopping  for 
democracy’ 

BOSTON — About  50  anti-war  activists 
toured  the  city’s  shopping  meccas  Feb.  18, 
calling  attention  to  the  television  networks’ 
overwhelmingly  positive  coverage  of  the 
Persian  Gulf  conflict. 

The  “Shopping  for  Democracy”  action 
began  on  the  top  floor  of  Filene’s  department 
store,  with  activists  gradually  making  their 
way  into  the  store’s  world-famous  bargain 
basement.  Activists  proceeded  in  silence 
through  the  store,  carrying  signs  in  support 
of  the  action’s  primary  slogan,  “The  truth. 
Not  seen  on  TV.”  The  protesters  also 
marched  throhgh  two  other  shopping  centers. 

Jeremy  Grainger,  one  of  the  action’s 
organizers,  told  GCN  that  in  general,  Boston 
shoppers  responded  well  to  the 
demonstration.  “We  got  some  good 
reactions,”  he  said. 

— Chris  Nealon 


HIV  prevelance 
increasing  in  Africa 

WASHINGTON— The  U.S.  Census 
Bureau  announced  that  by  the  year  2015, 
HIV-related  illness  could  double  the  death 
rate  among  African  women  and  lower  the 
life  expectancy  of  sub-Saharan  African 
people  by  19  years.  The  report  also  projected 
that  over  the  next  25  years,  HIV-related 
illnesses  could  kill  up  to  a  third  of  the  men  in 
certain  African  ethnic  groups. 

The  Census  Bureau’s  report  was  delivered 
before  a  meeting  of  the  American 
Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Science. 
According  to  the  Boston  Globe,  the  agency’s 
estimates  were  based  on  a  mathematical 
analysis  of  the  prevalence  of  HIV  throughout 
Africa.  A  central  concern  of  the  report  was 
the  devastating  effects  the  virus  is  having  on 
women  and  infants. 

“If  this  epidemic  is  not  arrested  by  2015, 
AIDS  could  be  responsible  for  78  percent  of 
deaths  of  women  of  reproductive  age,”  said 
Linda  Valleroy,  an  epidemiologist  with  the 
Census  Bureau  and  the  U.S.  Agency  for 
International  Development.  This  number,  she 
said,  translates  into  die  deaths  of  2.4  million 
women  in  sub-Saharan  Africa  in  the  year 
2015  alone. 

Valleroy  added  that  African  families  have 
already  been  devastated  by  HIV-related 
deaths.  As  a  consequence,  she  said,  there  are 
“no  longer  enough  caretakers”  to  provide  for 
children  without  parents.  “This  epidemic  is 
going  to  cause  many  emergencies,  and  one 
of  them  is  going  to  be  caused  by  the  numbers 
of  children  who  don’t  have  homes,”  she  said. 
According  to  Valleroy,  some  family 
members  in  Tanzania  are  currently  caring  for 
up  to  14  parentless  children.  Tanzanian 
children  also  have  a  one-in-three  chance  of 
being  bom  with  HIV. 

Education  about  HIV  and  condom  use  has 
not  been  particularly  successful  in  Africa  due 
to  traditional  cultural  beliefs  and  the  scarcity 
of  condoms.  Peter  Perine,  a  doctor  at  the 
Uniformed  Services  University  of  the  Health 
Sciences,  said,  “The  only  real  hope  is  the 
development  of  a  vaccine,  especially  to 
reduce  infection  of  pregnant  women.” 

Perine  added  that  several  types  of  vaccines 
are  now  being  tested,  and  that  the  World 
Health  Organization  has  targeted  three 
Dossible  trial  sites  in  Africa. 

— Elizabeth  Yukins 

Women  begin  peace 
tour 

NEW  YORK — Women  from  around  the 
world  will  gather  here  Feb.  26  to  begin  a 
two-week-long  tour  calling  for  peace  in  the 
Middle  East.  The  event,  called  the  “Mother 
Courage  Peace  Tour,”  is  an  effort  to  raise  the 
voices  and  concerns  of  women  whose 
countries  are  being  devastated  by  conflict  in 
the  Middle  East. 

Seventeen  women  will  travel  to  14  cities 
in  the  United  States  to  meet  with  community 
leaders,  religious  organizations,  women’s 
associations,  and  members  of  Congress  to 
discuss  the  need  for  international  peace. 

The  tour  is  being  sponsored  by  MADRE,  a 
women’s  friendship  association  that 
primarily  addresses  Central  American 
women’s  issues.  MADRE’s  media  project 
coordinator  for  peace  in  the  Middle  East, 
Kate  Seeley,  said  that  with  the  current  crisis 
in  the  Middle  East,  the  tour  “naturally  was 
the  next  step”  for  the  organization. 

MADRE’s  executive  director,  Vivian 
Stromberg,  characterized  the  event  as  “an 
international  chorus  of  women’s  voices  for 
peace,”  and  said,  “The  mothers  of  the  world 
are  urgently  calling  for  an  end  to  the 
devastating  bombing,  and  a  commitment  to 
the  creative  and  daring  path  towards  peace, 
so  all  our  children  will  have  a  future.” 

The  tour’s  participants  include  Fatima 
Youssef  A1  Ali,  a  Kuwaiti  journalist;  Simona 
Sharoni,  an  Israeli  expert  in  conflict 
resolution;  Nora  Rodriquez,  a  Puerto  Rican 
lawyer  and  founder  of  Mothers  Against  War, 
and  Iqbal  Coddington,  an  Iraqi 
anthropologist  Supporters  from  the  United 
States  include  mothers  of  military  personnel, 
artists,  and  politicians. 

Seeley  said  that  planning  for  the  tour 
“came  out  of... the  need  felt  among  members 
of  the  anti-war  movement  to  hear  from 
mothers  and  women  who  have  compelling 
stories  to  tell.”  She  told  GCN  that,  “These 
women  are  the  people  who  most  urgently 
seek  an  end  to  the  war,  who  want  to  see  the 
[military]  money  redirected  to  domestic 
needs,  and  who  hope  that  their  children  will 
come  home  in  one  piece.” 

The  tour  will  make  stops  in  Boston,  San 
Francisco,  Lcs  Angeles,  Washington  D.C., 
New  York,  Toronto,  and  Burlington,  Vt.  For 
further  information,  call  (212)  624-0444. 

— Elizabeth  Yukins 
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Karen  A.  Williams 
John  Joseph  Enos 

and 

Kevin  Charles  Cranston 

proudly  announce  the  birth  of 

Amber  Enos  Cranston 

February  6,  1991 
Thank  you 


This  ad  can  be  had 
for  a  mere  pittance 

Call  Trixi  at  426-4469 
for  more  details 


FERTILITY: 
MEDICAL  ISSUES 

a  workshop  as  part  of 
Preconceptions,  a  series  of 
informational  workshops  on 
pre-parenting  for  lesbians  & 
single  heterosexual  women 

Tuesday,  February  26 
7  PM  •  $5  donation 
Harriet  Tubman  House 
566  Columbus  Avenue 
(at  Mass  Ave)  in  Boston 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  mm 

CENTER  = 

617-267-0900 


If  you  are  a  Woman  in 
Business  you  belong  in... 

THE  WOMEN'S 
YELLOW  PAGES 

a  directory  of  Women's  Businesses  and  Services 


call  for  information  or  FAX  your  request 

(617)  383-2312  •  (617)  383-2371 

P.O.  Box  795  •  North  Scituate,  MA  02060 


The  Law  Offices  of 

David  R.  Lund  &  Associates,  P.C. 

•  David  R.  Lund  •  Barbara  Macy 
•  Therese  A.  Young 

Criminal  Defense  •  Estate  Planning/ 

Wills  •  Real  Estate  Transactions  •  Domestic 
Relationships  •  Discrimination  •  Probate  of  Estates  • 
Driving  Under  the  Influence  •  Business 
Representation  •  Relationship  Agreements  •  Civil 
Litigation*  General  Pracitice  of  Law*  Condo 
Conversion  ' 

529  Newbury  St..  •  Boston  •  (617)  266-0760 


VIDA  K.  BERK0WITZ 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 

In  practice  since  1975 

General  Practice 

•  Family  Law 
•  Real  Estate  Transfers 
•  Consumer/Small  Business 

nr 

Employment 

•  Discrimination 

•  Unemployment 

•  Worker's  Comp 


52  Western  Avenue 
Cambridge,  M  A  02139 
(617)  876-7099 


•  NEW  &  USED  BIKES 

•  EXCELLENT  REPAIR  SERVICE 

•  PARTS  &  ACCESSORIES 

•  TOOLS,  WORKSPACE  &  INSTRUCTION 
AVAILABLE  AT  HOURLY  RATES 

•  CALL  FOR  HOURS 

351  BROADWAY  •  CAMBRIDGE  •  868-3392 


•  Individual  •  Group  •  Couple 

Allan  Singer  L.LC.S.W. 

Psychotherapist 

Copley  Sg.  Boston,  MA  (617)  266-2240 
Health  insurance  accepted 


L.  COLLINS 
C.L.U. 


Insurance 
for  all  your  needs 

Congress  St.  Box  1 7^2 
Boston,  MA  02105 

Orleans/Brewster  Office  Park 
East  Orleans,  MA  02643 
255-2600 

Call  toll  free  1-800-339-2006 


DR.  JONATHAN  D.  STEIN 

CHIROPRACTOR 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain. 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain,  Bursitis,  Acute 
and  Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational  stress  and 
nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday 
appointments  available 

232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


AS  EASY  AS  A  MAC  BUT  RUNS  ON 
YOUR  IBM  AT  OR  COMPATIBLE 

" Bookkeeping  By  Design" 
Accounting  Software 

-  Runs  under  MS  Windows  (included) 

•  With  A/P,  A/R,  G/L  Payroll.  Invoicing 

•  Accepts  entries  for  any  period 
*  Installation  available  on  your  hardware 

•  Or  ask  about  our  complete  systems 

Special  introductory  Price:  $595 
Demo  Disk:  $1 0  VISA,  MC 

HOSKEN  &  ASSOCIATES 
(617)  445-8130 


General  Dentistry 

John  C.  Barna,  dmd 

581  Boylston  Street  4th  floor 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02116 
(617)  353-1500 


S.F.  offers  sanctuary  for 
sexual  minorities 

While  activists  hail  the  ‘ symbolic ’  move,  they  question  its 
political  impact 


ACT  UP  protests  police  violence,  Feb.  1 1 


N.Y.  officials  denounce 
anti-gay  violence 

In  the  wake  of  a  violent  confrontation  between  AIDS  activists 
and  cops,  city  officials  call  for  further  investigation  and  a 
‘fundamental’  review  of  the  police  department 


By  Chris  Nealon 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  In  what  activists 
are  calling  a  history -making  move,  city 
officials  recently  introduced  a  resolution  to 
the  board  of  supervisors  that  would  make  the 
city  and  county  of  San  Francisco  a  sanctuary 
for  sexual  minorities. 

The  resolution  would  state  San  Francisco’s 
commitment  not  to  assist  governments 
seeking  to  extradite  lesbians  and  gay  men 
threatened  with  prosecution  under  sodomy 
laws.  Under  the  Feb.  4  proposal,  San 
Francisco  would  also  not  assist  the  U.S. 
military  in  pursuing  lesbians  and  gay  men 
who  are  facing  discharges  or  who  are  asked 
to  repay  scholarship  funds. 

The  proposal  further  calls  on  Amnesty 
International  to  “address  the  concerns  of 
sexual  minorities.”  Amnesty  has  frequently 
come  under  fire  from  lesbian  and  gay 
activists  who  charge  that  the  human  rights 
group  has  failed  to  give  appropriate  attention 
to  the  plight  of  lesbians  and  gay  men  around 
the  world  who  face  persecution  because  of 
sexual  orientation. 

The  resolution,  initially  drafted  by  Queer 
Nation/San  Francisco,  was  proposed  by  gay 
supervisor  Harry  Britt,  and  lesbian 
supervisors  Roberta  Achtenberg  and  Carole 
Migden.  Achtenberg  and  Migden  were 
elected  to  the  board  in  November  in  part  of 
“the  lavender  sweep”  that  placed  several 
open  lesbians  and  gay  men  in  office  in  the 
San  Francisco  area.  The  three  legislators 
referred  the  resolution  to  the  economics  and 
social  committee,  where  it  will  receive  a 
hearing  March  12. 

“There’s  really  broad  support  for  it,”  said 
Kurt  Barrie,  a  member  of  Queer  Nation  and 
an  advisor  to  Britt.  “We’ve  been  getting  calls 
from  around  the  country.”  Barrie  said  that 
right-wing  Christians  had  begun  to  oppose 
the  measure  publicly,  but  added  that  lesbian 
and  gay  activists  had  become  used  to  fighting 
religious  opposition.  “They’ve  been  our 
opponents  on  every  other  issue,”  he  said. 

Barrie  told  GCN  that  among  Queer  Nation 
members,  “there  was  a  feeling  that  this  was 
long  overdue.”  Citing  other  sanctuary 
resolutions  that  the  city  has  passed,  including 
resolutions  offering  a  haven  for  Guatemalan 
and  Salvadoran  refugees,  Barrie  added,  “The 
City  has  always  fought — and  led  in  the  fight 
— for  civil  rights  for  everyone.” 

Matt  Coles,  an  attorney  with  the  American 
Civil  Liberties  Union  (ACLU)  in  San 


By  Elizabeth  Yukins 

TRENTON,  N.J. — In  an  effort  to  stem  the 
high  rate  of  HIV  transmission  in  New  Jersey, 
the  state  has  developed  a  new  AIDS 
education  and  treatment  program  that  will 
include  special  attention  to  the  needs  of 
women.  The  Department  of  Health 
announced  Feb.  5  that  it  will  establish  an 
Office  on  Women  and  AIDS,  provide  state 
money  for  condom  distribution,  and  create  a 
regional  system  of  HIV/AIDS  resource 
centers. 

State  officials  hope  in  particular  that  the 
health  department’s  program  will  offer  new 
and  crucial  information  about  women  and 
AIDS  to  the  federal  Centers  for  Disease 
Control  (CDC).  The  CDC  has  been 
repeatedly  criticized  for  its  limited  approach 
to  women’s  HIV-related  illnesses  and 
treatment  needs. 

While  New  Jersey  AIDS  advocates  are 
pleased  that  the  state  has  decided  to  focus  on 
issues  about  women  and  HIV,  they  say  they 
are  skeptical  of  the  plan’s  potential  for 
concrete  action.  Many  activists  believe  that 
the  new  program  will  offer  a  strong  argument 
for  CDC  definition  changes,  but  they  are 
unsure  if  the  plan  will  actually  help  stop  the 
high  rate  of  HIV  infection  in  New  Jersey. 

“Hie  best  thing  to  come  out  of  the  plan  is 
that  New  Jersey  has  acknowledged  that  CDC 
definitions  do  not  adequately  represent  the 
conditions  of  this  epidemic,”  said  Marion 
Banzhaf,  coordinator  of  the  New  Jersey 


Francisco,  said  that  although  he  was  pleased 
that  a  sanctuary  resolution  had  been 
proposed,  he  didn’t  expect  it  to  have  any 
political  force.  “It’s  pretty  symbolic,”  Coles 
told  GCN.  “It’s  modeled  after  South 
American  sanctuary  resolutions.  It  says, 
‘We’re  not  going  to  cooperate  in  the 
prosecution  of  people  who  are  essentially 
refugees.’” 

Coles  said,  however,  that  he  wasn’t  sure 
that  the  proposed  resolution  would  have  any 
political  impact.  “In  the  forms  that  most 
oppression  takes  against  lesbians  and  gay 
men  in  the  U.S.,”  said  Coles,  “the 
cooperation  [or  non-cooperation]  of  San 
Francisco  is  not  readily  significant” 

As  for  lesbians  and  gay  men  from  outside 
the  U.S.  who  may  be  fleeing  prosecution 
under  sodomy  laws.  Coles  said  it  was 
important  to  distinguish  between  sanctuary 
and  asylum.  While  any  body  can  declare  its 
non-cooperation  with  other  governments  in 
order  to  create  a  space  for  sanctuary.  Coles 
said,  only  the  federal  government  has  the 
power  to  grant  asylum,  which  offers 
protection  from  international  authorities 
within  U.S.  borders. 

“The  critical  underlying  issue  is  asylum,” 
Coles  said,  “and  this  is  not  a  matter  of 
granting  asylum.” 

Barrie  said  that  although  San  Francisco 
could  not  offer  asylum  independent  of  the 
federal  government,  he  still  imagined  that 
people  from  around  the  country  and  around 
the  world  would  come  to  the  city  to  seek 
refuge.  “I’m  sure  that  people  will  come  here 
for  that  type  of  protection,”  he  said. 

‘Letting  people  know* 

In  any  case,  Barrie  said,  he  was  certain 
that  the  resolution  would  meet  with  the 
board’s  approval.  “It’s  going  to  pass,”  he 
said. 

He  added  that  the  only  debate  that  seems 
to  have  sprung  up  around  the  issue  is  about 
placing  signs  at  the  city’s  borders  identifying 
San  Francisco  as  a  safe  haven  for  sexual 
minorities.  Some  supervisors,  Barrie  said,  are 
reluctant  to  post  such  signs  for  fear  of 
creating  further  opposition  to  the  resolution. 
Those  in  favor  of  some  kind  of  markers, 
Barrie  said,  “want  to  make  sure  there’s  some 
way  of  letting  people  know.  When  you’re 
doing  something  this  big  you  want  people  to 
know  about  it.” 

—filed  from  Boston 


Women  and  AIDS  Network.  But,  she  added, 
“The  problem  with  the  [program]  is  that  it 
isn’t  specific.  It  only  offers 
recommendations,  not  a  concrete  plan  of 
action.” 

‘‘A  continuing  trend’ 

HIV-related  illness  is  the  leading  cause  of 
death  among  women  ages  15 — 44  in  New 
Jersey.  According  to  the  health  department’s 
report,  the  state  has  a  much  higher 
percentage  of  women  with  HIV  than  the 
national  average.  Between  December  1989 
and  December  1990,  women  comprised  23 
percent  of  all  reported  adulf  cases  in  New 
Jersey,  as  compared  to  11  percent 
nationwide.  Additionally,  78  percent  of 
women  with  HTV  are  women  of  color. 

The  director  of  epidemiology  and  clinical 
services  in  the  health  department’s  Division 
on  AIDS,  Neil  Williams,  said  that  many 
women  in  the  state  contract  HIV  through 
intravenous  drug  use  or  sexual  contact  with 
drug  users.  He  also  told  GCN  ,  “The  fraction 
of  HIV-infected  women  using  drugs  is 
decreasing,  while  the  fraction  of  heterosexual 
transmissions  is  increasing.  This,  I  believe, 
will  be  a  continuing  trend.” 

Banzhaf,  of  the  Women  and  AIDS 
network,  similarly  said  that  the  number  of 
women  who  contract  HIV  through 
heterosexual  contact  is  steadily  rising.  “The 
heterosexual  transmission  rate  has  gone  up  in 
this  state  six-fold  in  the  past  two-and-a-half 

Continued  on  page  6 


By  Jon  Nalley 

NEW  YORK — New  York  City’s  lesbian 
and  gay  community  is  still  reeling  in  the 
aftermath  of  a  vicious  Feb.  1 1  attack  on  ACT 
UP  protesters  by  police  officers  from  the 
city’s  Midtown  North  precinct.  One 
demonstrator  is  now  recuperating  at  home 
after  being  hospitalized  for  six  days  for  head 
injuries  sustained  during  the  incident,  which 
has  sparked  strong  reactions  from  city 
officials,  both  gay  and  straight. 

The  300-person  strong  Feb.  11 
demonstration  in  front  of  the  police  station 
had  been  called  in  response  to  the  Feb.  5 
arrests  and  mistreatment  of  ACT  UP 
members.  The  activists  were  arrested  for 
spray-painting  in  front  of  John  Cardinal 
O’Conner’s  residence,  and,  during  the  arrest, 
one  gay  man  was  beaten  and  harassed,  and 
two  lesbians  were  verbally  abused. 

As  the  Feb.  1 1  demonstration  was  winding 
down,  club-carrying  police  officers,  under 
the  command  of  Deputy  Inspector  Carl 
Jonasch,  charged  the  crowd.  (See  GCN,  Vol. 
18,  No.  30) 

Protester  Chris  Hennelly  was  brutally 
injured  during  the  melee,  sustaining  head 
injuries  that  required  six  days  of 
hospitalization  at  St.  Vincent’s.  Hennelly  was 
ordered  by  his  physicians  not  -to  leave  his 
home  for  at  least  three  weeks,  except  to  seek 
medical  attention.  He  held  a  press  conference 
at  his  home  Feb.  18,  the  day  after  he  was 
released  from  the  hospital. 

According  to  the  New  York  City  Anti- 
Violence  Project  (AVP),  activists  and 
videotapes  taken  during  the  demonstration, 
Hennelly  was  repeatedly  struck  on  the  head 
with  nightsticks  as  Jonasch  stood  by. 
Hennelly  also  said  that  once  he  was  in  police 
custody,  he  was  denied  medication  that  he 
uses  for  chronic  conditions,  including 
hyperglycemia. 

Police  officers  also  assaulted  two 
individuals  who  were  videotaping  the 
demonstration  for  the  lesbian/gay  press;  both 
had  been  wearing  city-issued  press  passes. 
Witnesses  further  charge  that  the  officers  on 
the  scene  repeatedly  referred  to  the 
demonstrators  as  "faggots”  and 
“fudgepackers.” 

Pressuring  the  mayor 

An  array  of  lesbian  and  gay  organizations 
calling  for  Jonasch’s  immediate  suspension 
are  also  demanding  that  Mayor  David 
Dinkins  fulfill  his  campaign  promise  to 
appoint  an  all-civilian  complaint  review 
board.  In  addition,  they  are  calling  for  a 
special  counsel  to  investigate  this  incident 
and  police  policy  for  handling 
demonstrations  in  general. 

“Police  abuse  of  gay  men  and  lesbians  is  a 
frequent  occurrence  and  the  problem  is 
getting  worse,”  said  the  AVP’s  executive 
director.  Matt  Foreman.  The  AVP 
documented  60  incidents  of  abuse  of  lesbians 
or  gay  men  by  police,  a  50  percent  increase 
over  die  31  incidents  documented  in  1989. 

“Police  brutality  starts  at  the  top,”  said 
ACT  UP  spokesperson  Robin  Hauter.  Noting 
that  Dinkins  has  referred  to  New  York’s 
cultural,  ethnic  and  sexual  diversity  as  a 
“gorgeous  mosaic,”  she  said,  “Mayor 
Dinkins  is  doing  nothing  while  the  police 
smash  what’s  left  of  this  mosaic  with  their 
prejudice  and  violence.” 

“I  am  just  so  appalled  at  this  violence,” 


said  City  Council  member  Ronnie  Eldridge, 
whose  district  includes  the  Midtown  North 
precinct.  Eldridge  is  seen  by  many  lesbian 
and  gay  activists  as  the  council  member  who 
is  most  supportive  of  issues  such  as  domestic 
partnership.  She  told  GCN  that  this  incident 
should  provide  the  state  legislature  with 
further  evidence  about  the  importance  of 
passing  bias-related  anti-violence  legislation. 

Eldridge  is  one  of  two  council  members 
who  opposes  Dinkins’  “Safe  Streets” 
proposal  for  hiring  3000  new  cops  over  the 
next  four  years  and  freeing  up  existing  police 
for  street  duty — a  total  of  6000  additional 
officers  on  the  streets.  She  said  that  she 
supports  a  civilian  review  board  and  a 
residency  requirement  for  police.  She  also 
said  that  she  sees  the  recent  incident  as  part 
of  the  larger  issue  of  the  erosion  of  free 
speech  and  the  increasing  intolerance  of 
dissent. 

“There’s  a  lack  of  understanding  on  the 
part  of  the  police  that  there  is  a  constitutional 
right  to  freedom  of  speech  and  assembly,” 
echoed  Deborah  Glick,  New  York’s  first 
openly  gay  or  lesbian  state  legislator. 

Glick  told  GCN  that  she  is  angry  because 
she  is  being  asked  to  support  the  mayor’s 
proposal  to  put  more  police  on  the  street 
when  police  are  not  properly  trained  and  are 
free  to  act  out  of  their  own  prejudices. 
“There  is  no  clear  indication  that  proper 
training  will  be  provided — either  for  crowd 
control  or  cultural  sensitivity,”  she  said. 

Glick  said  that  while  she  supports 
demands  for  immediate  action  against  the 
police  involved  in  the  Feb.  11  incident,  she 
also  sees  a  need  for  a  review  of  fundamental 
police  procedures. 

Prior  to  the  latest  incident,  Glick  said  that 
she  had  raised  concerns  about  expanding  the 
number  of  officers  without  increased  training 
about  dealing  with  racism,  sexism  and 
homophobia  within  the  police  force.  Glick 
said  she  was  most  concerned  that  “a  senior 
command  person  appeared  to  have  a  part  in 
this.” 

New  York  City  Comptroller  Elizabeth 
Holtzman  has  also  called  on  the  mayor  to 
investigate  the  Feb.  1 1  incident. 

Meanwhile,  Ruth  Messinger,  Manhattan 
Borough  President,  has  asked  Police 
Commissioner  Lee  Brown  to  review  police 
procedures  for  demonstrations.  She  is  also 
seeking  a  meeting  with  the  police  department 
in  regard  to  the  recent  incident. 

“I  deplore  these  acts  of  violence  [against 
Hennelly],”  Messinger  told  the  press.  “But 
this  incident  injured  not  only  the  individual 
who  suffered  the  attacks,  but  the  political 
freedom  of  all  New  Yorkers  and  the 
reputation  of  the  entire  New  York  City  Police 
Department. 

“Nothing  is  more  fundamental  to  our 
freedom  than  the  right  to  protest,”  continued 
Messinger.  “When  even  isolated  members  of 
the  police  force  initiate  violence  against 
demonstrators,  it  can  have  a  chilling  effect  by 
silencing  dissent” 

The  People  with  AIDS  Coalition 
expressed  similar  concerns  in  a  letter  of 
solidarity  sent  to  area  AIDS  service 
organizations.  “Not  only  have  activists  been 
effective  in  keeping  AIDS  issues  in  the 
media,  they  have  also  positively  impacted  the 
lives  of  people  with  AIDS  through  new 
medical  initiatives  and  legislation.  We  cannot 

Continued  on  page  6 
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New  Jersey  AIDS  program 
targets  women 

Although  AIDS  advocates  are  skeptical  about  the  overall  plan, 
they  hope  that  a  focus  on  women  will  influence  the  CDC  to 
change  its  definitions 


DIANA  DIETRICH 


COMMUNITY  VOICES 


GCN  job  Opening 


News  Editor 

Available  in  April.  Coordinate  and  edit 
the  work  of  staff  and  volunteer  reporters 
covering  local,  national  and  international 
events  of  importance  to  the  lesbian  and 
gay  community.  Write  news  stories  as 
necessary.  Participate  in  layout  and 
production  of  the  paper. 

Qualifications:  Strong  writing  and  editing 
skills,  ability  to  work  with  deadlines, 
knowledge  of  lesbian  and  gay  issues. 

Deadline  for  application:  March  15, 1991 

Staff  Writer/Circulation 
Co-Coordinator 

Available  in  April.  Research,  investigate 
and  write  news  stories  with  a  national 
scope.  May  include  some 
analytical/feature  writing  as  well.  Share 
responsibilities  with  other  staff  writer  for 
coordinating  weekly  mailing  of  paper  and 
processing  subscriptions. 

Qualifications:  Strong  writing  skills  and 
ability  to  write  several  stories  under 
weekly  deadline  pressure.  Knowledge  of 
national/local  lesbian  and  gay  community 
and  issues  helpful.  Strong  organizational 
and  record-keeping  skills  as  well  as 
knowledge  of  data  entry  and/or  computers 
also  helpful. 

Deadline  for  application:  March  8, 1991 

All  GCN  positions  require  commitments  to 
lesbian/gay  liberation,  feminism,  anti¬ 
racism,  an  awareness  of  class  issues,  and 
a  commitment  to  collective  decision¬ 
making. 

Salary/Benefits:  All  positions  pay 
$21 5/week  and  include  health/life 
insurance  through  Harvard  Community 
Health  Plan,  sick  leave,  and  four  weeks 
paid  vacation.  GCN  offers  staff  members 
responsibility  for  their  own  jobs,  with 
flexibility  and  ample  room  for  innovation. 

To  apply:  Please  send  resume  and  cover 
letter  to:  GCN  Job  Search  Committee,  62 
Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA  02116. 


GCN  Editorial  Guidelines 


The  "Community  Voices"  and  "Speaking 
Out"  sections  in  GCN  are  parts  of  our 
efforts  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion  for 
the  community.  We  encourage  you  to  send 
your  ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us, 
and  to  respond  to  ideas  expressed  within 
our  pages.  We  welcome  all  contributions 
except  personal  attacks.  Copies  of  letters 
and  "Speaking  Out"  contributions  sent 
elsewhere  are  printed  on  a  space  available 
basis  only.  GCN  reserves  the  right  to  edit 
letters  and  "Speaking  Our  contributions  for 
length  and  clarity,  in  consultation  with  the 
author.  The  opinions  expressed  are  those 
of  the  author  and  are  not  intended  to 
represent  the  views  of  the  GCN  staff  or 
membership. 

All  letter  and  "Speaking  Out"  contributions 
must  be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE-SPACED 
Letters  can  be  NO  LONGER  THAN  TWO 
PAGES.  Speaking  Our  contributions  can 
be  NO  LONGER  THAN  FOUR  PAGES  and 
require  a  short  (one  to  two  sentence) 
biographical  note  about  the  author  for 
inclusion  at  the  end  of  the  article. 


Because  GCN  wishes  to  encourage 
dialogue  and  a  diverse  representation  of 
perspectives  on  the  letters  pages,  printing 
of  "Speaking  Out"  contributions  received 
from  authors  who  have  had  other 
"Speaking  Outs"  appear  in  GCN  recently 
may  be  postponed  temporarily. 

For  editing  purposes,  it  is  helpful  to  be  able 
to  contact  you  easily  --  please  enclose  your 
name,  address,  ana  daytime  phone 
number  with  your  letter  or  article.  Thanks. 


Send  to:  Community  Voices/Si 
GCN,  62  Berkeley  Street,  I 
02116. 


Out, 
ostoh,  MA 


The  opinions  expressed  in  "Speaking  Our 
contributions  are  those  of  the  author  and 
are  not  intended  to  represent  the  views  of 
the  GCN  sta*f,  Board  or  membership. 


Fenway  responds... 

Dear  GCN: 

The  new  facility  of  the  Fenway 
Community  Health  Center  is  the  product  of  a 
coalition  effort  on  behalf  of  a  number  of 
diverse  segments  both  within  and  outside  the 
lesbian  and  gay  community.  All  of  the 
individuals,  businesses,  and  organizations 
that  have  participated  in  building  our  new 
health  center  have  made  great  sacrifices  of 
their  time,  energy,  and  resources  to  make  this 
dream  a  reality. 

It  was  the  goal  of  coalition-building  that 
led  Fenway  to  work  closely  with  members  of 
the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Labor  Activists 
Network  (GALLAN)  for  five  months  in  an 
effort  to  circumvent  the  legal  and  financial 
obstacles  presented  by  our  desire  to  use  union 
labor.  Throughout  this  time,  we  thoughtfully 
and  carefully  discussed  the  options  before  us. 
At  no  time  was  there  any  question  in  the 
minds  of  Fenway  board  and  staff  that  union 
labor  was  the  preferred  choice.  The  Board  of 
Directors  confirmed  this  when  it  ratified  a  set 
of  guiding  principles  for  construction  of  the 
building  that  stressed  a  preference  for  union 
labor. 

In  our  work  with  GALLAN  and  the  trade 
unions,  we  were  instructed  to  obtain  both 
union  and  non-union  bids  and  then  ask  the 
unions  to  "sharpen  their  pencils"  so  that 
Fenway  could  essentially  become  a 
community  project  of  the  unions.  This  did 
not  happen. 

In  the  end,  the  cost  to  the  Fenway  would 
have  been  an  additional  $500,000  in  order  to 
build  with  union  labor.  A  large  part  of  the 
additional  expense  would  have  been  the  loss 
of  $300,000  federal  grant  which  bound  us  to 
accept  the  lowest  bidder.  In  fact,  we  delayed 
signing  a  construction  contract  for  many 
weeks  in  an  effort  to  work  with  trade  union 
representatives  and  elected  officials  in 
Washington  to  see  if  an  exemption  to  this 
requirement  was  possible.  Unfortunately, 
despite  our  best  collaborative  efforts,  we 
were  bound  to  the  restrictions  of  the  grant 

With  a  recession  looming,  raising  an 
$500,000  above  our  already  ambitious  goal 
of  $2  million  was  not  a  viable  possibility. 

As  GALLAN  stated,  other  non-profit 
organizations,  such  as  the  Haymarket 
People’s  Fund,  Dimock  Community  Health 
Center  and  The  Hospice  at  Mission  Hill,  have 
built  their  facilities  using  non-union  labor. 
Fenway  spent  a  considerable  amount  of  time 
and  effort  to  do  otherwise.  Perhaps  GALLAN 
and  the  trade  unions  need  to  look  at  this 
problem  in  a  more  systematic  manner  that  not 
only  involves  educating  people  in  other 
movements  about  the  benefits  of  using  union 
labor,  but  also  involves  education  of  the 
unions  about  the  struggle  of  non-profit 
organizations  to  exist  in  a  time  of  decreasing 
support  and  competition  for  a  smaller  piece 
of  the  funding  pie. 

We  welcome  the  entire  community  to 
celebrate  the  opening  of  our  new  facility  on 
March  1  and  2.  The  new  home  of  the  Fenway 
symbolizes  the  coming  together  of  many 
diverse  individuals  and  institutions  in  support 
of  a  common  goal  --  affordable, 
compassionate,  quality  health  care  for  all. 

Arlene  Fortunato 
President,  Board  of  Directors,  FCHC 
Boston,  Mass. 

Hats  off. 

Dear  GCN: 

Hats  off  to  the  prisoners  at  Mass. 
Correctional  Institute  for  their  outstanding 
peer  project  on  AIDS!  (GCN,  Vol.  18,  No. 
27).  Their  program  is  a  beautiful  example  of 
heart —  compassion  and  effective  action.  I 
want  to  encourage  them  to  let  their  light 
shine,  to  write  up  and  publish  their 
experience.  National  recognition  of  their 
successes  could  help  create  more  openings 
for  similar  programs  in  other  prison  systems. 

Amid  the  bitter  frustration  of  a  raging 
epidemic  of  HIV  and  social  callousness,  it  is 
appropriate  to  also  take  this  occasion  to 
acknowledge  two  rare  champions  of 
prisoners  affected  by  HIV:  GCN,  the  only 
outside  weekly  paper  to  consistently  support 
prisoner  programs  on  AIDS;  and  Judy 
Greenspan  (of  the  ACLU’s  National  Prison 
Project),  unparalleled  in  giving  voice  to  the 
needs  and  concerns  of  HTV+  prisoners. 

Thank  you. 
David  Gilbert 
Prisoner  AIDS  Activist 
Comstock  Prison 
Comstock,  N.Y. 

...strictly  moral  terms 

Dear  GCN  : 

This  copy  of  a  “Letter  To  The  Editor” 
published  in  the  February  2,  1991  issue  of 
Opera  News  is  one  of  the  more  vicious 
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SPEAKING  OUT 


Maybe  someday  Gypsies  will  be  free 


examples  of  homophobia  I’ve  encountered 
recently: 

Your  story  about  Wayne  Tumage 
was  indeed  touching,  for  anyone  in 
the  throes  of  pain  and  suffering  such 
as  his  is  worthy  of  our  concern  and 
care.  I  feel  the  article  was  out  of 
place,  however,  and  would  have 
been  better  suited  to  a  publication 
issued  by  the  Gay  Men’s  Health 
Crisis  or  the  like.  Undue  sympathy 
for  a  person  who  has  undergone  the 
ravages  of  a  disease  brought  upon 
himself  by  his  own  disordered 
actions  (unlike  victims  of  cancer  and 
heart  disease,  who  may  be  termed 
innocent  in  strictly  moral  terms)  is  a 
slap  in  the  face  of  persons  who  are 
trying  to  live  their  lives  according  to 
nature’s  laws.  And  one  law  of  nature 
is  that  active  homosexuality  is  a 
perversion.  The  message  has  been 
given  to  us  loud  and  clear  and 
continues  unabated,  that  our 
homosexual  brethren  have  got  to 
stop  having  sex.  A  healthy  dose  of 
self-discipline  is  needed, 
particularly  if  we  are  to  see  an  end 
to  this  horrible  disease. 

R.D.  Bulos 
New  York,  NY 

Opera  News  has  a  great  many  gay  readers, 
and  the  opera  world  has  suffered  greatly 
from  AIDS.  Indeed,  a  former  editor  of 
Opera  News  died  from  the  syndrome.  In 
light  of  these  facts,  the  publication  of  the 
letter  from  Bulos  is  particularly  inexcusable. 
Opera  News  would  never  publish  a  racist  or 
anti-Semitic  letter,  but  obviously  feels  that 
homophobia  is  perfectly  acceptable. 

Please  let  Opera  News  know  that  anti-gay 
comments  will  not  be  tolerated  by  writing  to: 
Opera  News 

The  Metropolitan  Opera  Guild  Inc 
70  Lincoln  Center  Plaza 
New  York  NY  10023-6593 

Thank  you. 

Very  truly  yours, 
T.R.  Witomski 
Toms  River,  N.J. 

The  lost  and  lonely 

Dear  GCN: 

First,  I  would  like  to  thank  and 
congratulate  GCN  on  the  work  they  are 
doing.  The  work  is  hard  and  requires  a  lot  of 
volunteers  so  I  urge  everyone  to  get 
involved. 

Now  let  me  get  to  the  issue  at  hand  and 
direct  this  letter  to  all  of  you  out  there  in  the 
community.  There  are  many  of  us  in  prison 
that  are  still  human  beings  and  yet  we  are 
often  forgotten  by  those  outside.  Those  gays 
and  lesbians  that  are  in  society  should  not 
forget  those  of  us  that  are  not  free  at  present 
We  know  a  devastating  loneliness  that  is  a 
terrible  thing  to  experience,  and  still  often 
we  are  forgotten  by  those  of  you  that  have 
become  forgetful  of  us. 

I  try  and  stand  strong  and  as  a  legal 
assistant  I  fight  against  all  forms  of 
discrimination  and  I  urge  others  to  fight  as 
well. 

I  don’t  know  why  the  community  doesn’t 
understand  the  basic  and  very  important 
principles  of  life  and  realize  that  everyone 
needs  someone  else.  I  am  incarcerated  in 
prison  and  I  need  someone,  so  I  know  the 
loneliness  that  I  referred  to.  It  is  so  nice 
when  you  can  get  a  letter,  a  card  or 
something  from  someone  just  to  show  that 
they  care  and  have  not  forgotten  about  you. 

Don’t  hesitate  to  help  a  prisoner,  you’ll  be 
surprised  at  the  love  and  care  that  you  find  in 
return.  There  is  no  reason  for  the  community 
to  turn  their  backs  on  us  just  because  we  are 
in  prison.  Yes,  there  are  those  of  us  who 
would  manipulate  or  use  you  but  that  does 
not  include  all  of  us.  There  are  many  who 
seem  to  enjoy  playing  gay  but  then  there  are 
many  of  us  who  are  proud  to  be  who  and 
what  we  are. 

So  don’t  forget  those  of  us  in  prison  who 
need  all  of  you  in  society.  I  often  find  myself 
wishing  that  I  had  someone  to  share  life  with 
and  to  help  me  in  the  legal  areas  that  I  get 
involved  in,  because  I  know  and  understand 
the  loneliness  that  I  speak  of,  and  I  don’t 
want  any  of  my  brothers  and  sisters  in  the 
community  to  feel  forgotten  so  please  help 
out  where  you  can.  I  am  an  inmate  in  the 
Arizona  state  prison,  and  Arizona  is  rapidly 
becoming  the  Mississippi  of  the  the  ’60s  as 
far  as  prejudice  goes  so  I  need  your  support. 

It  will  not  be  a  burden  for  you  to  take  the 
time  to  care. 

Thank  you 
Jim  Fitch 
Box  B  31334 
Florence,  AZ.  85232 

Who  is  making  the  profits? 

Dear  GCN  : 

New  York  Governor  Mario  Cuomo 
recently  signed  legislation  to  build  an 


By  J.  Morgan  Ahem 

Through  the  course  of  centuries,  Romani 
people  (Gypsies  as  they  are  commonly 
called)  have  been  the  victims  of  persecution 
and  discrimination  that  persists  to  the  present 
day.  There  are  at  least  one  million  Roma  in 
the  United  States  and  these  people  have  been 
the  target  of  discriminatory  laws  including 
restrictions  on  residence  and  property 
ownership.  Such  laws  continue  to  exist  today 
in  New  Jersey,  Texas,  Mississippi,  Maryland, 
and  others. 

Roma  number  approximately  11  million 
throughout  Europe  and  America.  Linguistic, 
genetic  and  cultural  roots  are  clearly 
traceable  to  India,  the  original  population 
having  left  there  more  than  1000  years  ago, 
probably  fleeing  the  Indo-Persian  Wars. 

Because  of  their  lack  of  any  political  or 
military  strength  and  their  unfamiliar 
language  and  dress,  hostility  toward  the 
Roma  became  established  early  on. 

By  the  16th  century,  in  many  places  in 
Northern  and  Western  Europe,  it  was  a 
hanging  offense  just  to  be  bom  a  Gypsy. 
Gypsy  hunts  were  instigated  in  which 
Gypsies  were  tracked  down  and  killed.  In 
Southern  Europe,  by  the  1300s,  Gypsies  had 
been  made  slaves,  a  condition  which 
continued  for  over  five  centuries. 

When  Gypsy  slaves  were  turned  off  the 
estates  they  worked,  they  faced  a  Europe 
where  anti-Romani  legislation  had  been  part 
of  the  establishment  for  hundreds  of  years. 
Penniless  and  uneducated,  forbidden  by  law 
to  settle  anywhere,  they  faced  enormous 
difficulties  in  surviving.  They  had  to  hide  on 
the  fringes  of  settled  society,  forbidden 
access  to  schools,  churches  or  shops,  left  to 
survive  by  their  wits  alone.  The  results  were 
the  emergence  of  a  means  of  livelihood 
adapted  to  such  a  life — mending, 
entertaining,  trading,  fortune  telling.... 

Anti-Gypsyism  in  Central  Europe 
increased  sharply  with  the  establishment  of 
the  Munich-based  Central  Office  for  Fighting 
the  Gypsy  Menace,  in  1899.  By  the  1920s, 
Gypsies  in  German-controlled  territories 
were  being  officially  photographed  and 
fingerprinted  by  special  police  and  when 
Hitler  came  to  power  in  1935,  Gypsies  were 
put  into  concentration  camps,  sterilized, 
experimented  on,  and  murdered.  By  1945,  it 
has  been  estimated  that  75  percent  of  the 
Romani  population  was  murdered  for  being  a 


additional  13  new  prisons  to  the  already 
current  57  prisons  located  in  various  parts  of 
the  state,  a  majority  of  them  in  upstate  rural 
New  York.  The  governor  claims  that  the  new 
prisons  are  part  of  his  anti-crime  and  -drug 
program. 

However,  is  this  really  a  concern  about  the 
drug  problem,  the  millions  of  people,  both 
gay  and  non  gay,  whose  lives  have  been 
shattered  by  drugs  and  the  violence  it 
produces?  Not  to  mention  the  AIDS 
epidemic!  Is  he  really  that  concerned  with 
reducing  the  exorbitant  crime  rate  in  this 
state? 

If  not,  then  why  the  huge  new  prison 
expansion?  One  reason  is  that  prisons  are 
used  to  warehouse  poor  people  for  social, 
political  and  economic  control.  But  the 
paramount  reason  is  labor  exploitation.  This 
includes  the  homosexual. 

Corcraft,  New  York  state’s  correctional 
industries  program,  is  a  multibillion  dollar 
consortium  and  has  become  the  major 
industry  for  upstate  rural  New  York. 
Realizing  that  building  state  industries  and 
employing  civilian  workers  at  the  minimum 
wage  would  be  too  costly,  public  officials 
have  opted  instead  to  build  prisons  and 
install  industries  in  them  to  be  operated  by 
prisoners  at  meager  wages. 

Take,  for  example,  Auburn  State  Prison. 
Prisoners  at  Auburn  manufacture  all  license 
plates  for  New  York  and  even  accepts  special 
out-of-state  orders.  Over  a  thousand  license 
plates  are  produced  each  day  in  this  industry. 
In  return  for  their  hard  labor,  prisoners  are 
paid  from  16  cents  to  $1.50  per  hour  for 
eight  hours  a  day,  five  days  a  week — a  mere 
drop  in  the  bucket  for  the  state. 

(Gay  prisoners  are  not  allowed  equal  job 
opportunities  compared  with  the  general 
population  of  straight  prisoners.  Gays  make 
about  94  cents — five  days  a  week.  Because 
homosexual  relations  between  consenting 
adults  are  not  legal  in  the  prison  system, 
physical  contact  is  prohibited.  Therefore, 
authorized  officials  oppose  any  gay  prisoner 
of  this  type  of  industry.) 

From  the  production  and  sale  of  these 
plates  alone  prison  officials  gross  an  average 
of  $18  million  annually.  Other  prisons  in 
New  York  state  employ  prisoners  to  make 


“threat  to  the  racial  purity  of  Aryans,” 
proportionately  over  twice  as  many  as  Jews. 

Even  after  the  fall  of  the  Third  Reich, 
Gypsies  were  subject  to  discriminatory  laws 
which  were  still  in  effect.  They  did  not  attract 
world  concern  and  survivors  left  camps 
totally  unaided  to  try  to  survive  in  an 
uncaring  society.  Some  remained  in 
concentration  camps  until  1947  because 
without  documented  proof  of  German  birth, 
they  were  treated  as  stateless,  and  sent  to 
labor  camps. 

In  the  present  day,  the  situation  is  still  very 
bad.  In  Poland  Gypsies  are  bullied  by  police, 
their  papers  are  confiscated  and  they  are  put 
into  boats  in  the  Baltic  Sea;  when  these  boats 
land  Gypsies  are  not  let  in  without 
documents.  In  Czechoslovakia,  Bulgaria, 
Switzerland  and  other  countries,  Romani 
women  are  sterilized  by  the  state  and  their 
children  are  taken  and  put  into  institutions.  In 
Greece,  Italy  and  Spain,  Gypsy  children  have 
been  stoned  for  attempting  to  attend  school. 
In  France,  Romani  must  carry  passes  to  be 
stamped  by  authorities  before  they  can  stop 
anywhere.  In  England  Gypsies  must  live  on 
government  reservations  with  apartheid  laws 
forbidding  them  from  entering  city  limits. 

In  the  U.S.,  Gypsies  are  the  only  ethnic 
minority  against  whom  race-specific  laws 
still  operate.  Typically,  these  laws  either 
forbid  Romani  to  stop  in  the  county  or  state, 
or  require  they  buy  a  yearly  license  to  do  so. 
Gypsy  crime  squads,  set  up  to  monitor  the 
activities  of  of  Gypsies,  exist  in  almost  every 
major  city  in  the  United  States. 

Six  centuries  of  being  treated  as  surplus 
population  and  criminals  have  brought  about 
the  situation  Roma  face  today.  Many  cannot 
read  or  write.  They  have  no  reason  to  believe 
the  white  population,  wherever  they  are,  is 
sympathetic.  Non-Gypsies  have  acted  as  the 
enemy  from  the  beginning  and  interaction 
with  them  has  only  meant  trouble. 

Society  continues  to  brand  all  Roma  as 
criminals  and  the  media  persist  in 
perpetuating  racist  stereotypes,  ranging  from 
child-stealing  criminals  to  romanticized, 
idealistic  images  of  the  carefree-Gypsy 
wanderer.  Either  end  minimizes  our  suffering 
and  diminishes  us  as  a  people. 

It  seems  Gypsies  are  one  of  the  last 
American  racial  minorities  whom  both  the 
media  and  so-called  politically  conscious 
people  still  openly  stereotype,  minimize  and 


such  things  as  soap,  mattresses,  bed  lining, 
clothing,  office  furniture  and  equipment,  eye 
glasses,  traffic  and  office  signs,  pillows,  U.S. 
flags  and  a  host  of  other  state-used  products. 

Corcraft  also  operates  Ultra-frame,  a 
modular  office  landscaping  system  where 
prisoners  produce  plush  office  equipment. 
Each  fiscal  year  Corcraft  will  gross  an 
average  of  $80  million  from  the  production 
and  sale  of  all  state  made  products. 

Under  state  law,  prison  officials  can  only 
sell  products  manufactured  by  prisoners  to 
the  state  or  to  any  public  institutions  owned 
or  managed  by  the  state.  However,  in  the 
past  there  have  been  claims  that  prison 
officials  were  selling  prison  made  products 
to  private  entrepreneurs. 

At  the  Arthurkill  State  Prison  in  Staten 
Island  and  at  the  Bayview  Women’s  State 
Prison  in  New  York  City,  a  new  program 
recently  went  into  effect  that  allowed  the 
Department  of  Motor  Vehicles  (DMV)  to  use 
prisoners  to  answer  questions  called  in  by 
the  public.  The  prisoners,  processing  some 
10,000  calls  per  day,  received  an  average  of 
48  cents  per  hour  for  this  work.  How  many 
lesbian  prisoners  does  this  effect? 

In  addition  to  the  millions  the  state 
generates  from  exploiting  prison  labor  it  has 
a  contract  with  telephone  company  AT  &  T 
which  allows  the  state  to  receive  millions  in 
revenues  from  collect  telephone  calls  made 
by  the  prisoners. 

As  most  prisoners  are  from  New  York 
City  or  near  by,  the  profits  derived  from 
these  calls  are  enormous.  Millions  are  made 
from  merchandise  sold  to  the  prisoners  from 
the  prison  commissary  (store).  And  there 
goes  94  cents  five  days  per  week. 

Upstate  New  York’s  rural  communities 
were  once  opposed  to  having  prisons  built  in 
their  communities,  but  today  these  very  same 
communities  are  actually  “lobbying”  and 
holding  “straw  polls”  to  determine  what 
community  will  be  “awarded”  a  prison.  The 
existence  of  a  prison  would  mean  more  jobs, 
homes,  fresh  water  and  sewer  lines,  taxes 
and  business  for  an  otherwise  economically 
depressed  community. 

African  Americans  primarily  are  forced 
into  a  life  of  crime  and  drugs  because  of 
institutionalized  racism  and  discrimination 

GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 


malign.  Ai  constantly  hear  Gypsies  referred 
to  in  the  most  trivializing  ways. 
Radical/altemative  bookstores  sell  books 
with  such  titles  as  Gypsying  Around.  Europe , 
a  “how  to  enjoy  Europe  on  pennies  a  day” 
book.  A  recent  Lesbian  Connection 
contained  an  ad  for  Gypsy  Lady  Resort. 
Perhaps  what  upset  me  most  was  an  article  in 
GCN  on  a  Radical  Faeries  group  called  The 
Emma  Goldman  Gypsy  Players.  This  article 
referred  to  the  Radical  Faeries  as  anti-racist 
This  seems  like  a  contradiction  in  terms.  It  is 
blatant  racism  for  non-Gypsies  (Gaje)  to  call 
themselves  Gypsy  anything.  Ai  don’t  care 
what  their  intentions  are! ! !  How  can  an  anti¬ 
racist  group  take  the  name  of  an  historically 
oppressed  people  and  use  it  in  the  most 
trivial,  stereotypical  way? 

Ai’m  tired  of  explaining  everything  about 
who  ai  am  and  who  my  people  are — and  how 
your  trite  attitudes  trivialize  our  oppression. 
Few  of  you  seem  capable  of  using  your  own 
sensibilities  and  vision  to  comprehend  people 
and  things  for  yourselves. 

Ai  believe  people  have  responsibility  to 
confront  racist  attitudes  in  yourselves  as  well 
as  in  society  at  large.  It  is  not  enough  to 
declare  yourself  anti-racist.  The  fight  against 
racism  demands  a  total  world  view  which 
requires  you  to  analyze  your  views  of  people 
and  the  language  that  you  use.  People  of 
color  have  been  telling  white  people  for  years 
that  it  is  not  enough  for  you  to  wait  for  the 
members  of  oppressed  groups  to  educate  you 
in  the  ways  in  which  you  contribute  to  their 
oppression. 

Romani  people  are  demanding  an  end  to 
all  racism.  We  are  demanding  an  end  to  racist 
language  and  steotyping.  If  you  are  really 
anti-racist,  stop  contributing  to  the 
oppression  of  any  group  regardless  of  their 
political  strength  and  visibility.  Start  taking 
responsibility  for  your  words  and  actions. 
You  can  demand  nothing  less  of  yourselves. 
If  you  do  this,  maybe  someday  we  can  trust 
you. 

Ai  am  a  Romanichal/Sinti  Gypsy  Dyke.  Ai 
am  very  tired  of  confronting  Gypsy 
stereotypes  on  an  almost  daily  basis.  Ai  hope 
that  this  article  helps  clarify  that  Gypsies  are 
a  race  of  people  who  will  no  longer  tolerate 
racism. 


that  is  prevalent  in  America.  Once  in  prison 
they  are  subjected,  among  other  things,  to 
20th  century  slave  labor. 

Meanwhile,  gay  and  lesbian  prisoners  are 
more  oppressed  than  any  other  groups  within 
the  facility  walls.  Most  live  lives  of  abject 
slavery,  sold  and  traded  among  the  powerful. 
Some  forced  into  prostitution  (without 
means  of  safe  sex)  they  are  tossed  around 
like  footballs  and  usually  become  prizes  in 
power  structures,  tormented  by  conflicts  over 
their  sexual  identity  and  role,  often  isolated, 
humiliated,  ashamed  and  in  some  cases  even 
suicidal.  The  gay/lesbian  prisoner  is  often 
forced  to  seek  Protective  Custody.  Thus, 
introduced  to  a  less  harmful  atmosphere  and 
the  multidimensional  thought  process  of 
observing,  remembering,  imagining, 
thinking,  reading,  listening,  writing, 
investigation,  talking  and  feeling  miserable. 
This  means:  no  job  program  earnings,  no 
education  or  vocational  training.  And 
enormous  amount  of  stress  being  idle.  Where 
are  gay  rights?  What  rehabilitation?  Gays  are 
not  encouraged  to  discover  and  articulate 
their  ideas,  from  a  range  of  appropriate 
possibilities. 

With  over  65  percent  of  the  state  prison 
population  being  African  American,  one  has 
to  ask,  has  slavery  never  been  legally 
abolished?  Read  the  13th  Amendment.  Is  the 
state  perpetuating  slavery  under  the  guise  of 
“Judicial  Punishment?”  Does  this  not  affect 
the  gay  community? 

We  should  begin  to  ask  ourselves  these 
questions.  The  demand  for  more  prisons  will 
steadily  increase  nationwide  as  public 
officials  become  more  and  more  concerned 
with  the  profitable  advantages  of 
warehousing  prisoners  rather  than 
rehabilitating  them.  If  this  leaves  any 
remarkable  views  or  public  controversy,  just 
contact  a  gay  prisoner  who  cares  for  our  Gay 
Community. 

Yours  truly, 
James  Mills  90-C-1291 
Box  149 
Attica,  NY  14011-149 
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(l-r)  Ignacio  Alvarez  and  John  Kyper 


Ignacio  Alvarez 

MEXICO  CITY — Gay  activist  Ignacio 
Alvarez  died  Nov.  10,  1990  at  his  home  in 
Mexico  City,  after  a  two-year  struggle  with 
AIDS.  He  was  41.  He  is  survived  by  his 
lover  Gustavo. 

Ignacio  was  a  founder  of  the  Frente 
Homosexual  de  Accidn  Revolucionaria 
(FHAR)  in  1978,  one  of  Mexico’s  earliest 
gay  liberation  groups.  Four  years  later,  he 
became  one  of  six  gay  militants  to  be 
nominated  to  the  federal  Chamber  of 
Deputies  (the  lower  house  of  congress)  by 
the  opposition  Partido  Revolucionario  de  los 
Trabajadores  (PRT),  ■  the  first  such 
candidacies  in  Latin  America.  His  political 
activities  also  earned  him  periodic 
harassment  from  the  police  security 
apparatus,  including  a  severe  beating  on  one 
occasion. 

Ignacio  grew  up  in  a  middle-class  family 
in  Mexico  City.  In  1968,  he  was  attending 
the  National  University,  where  he  joined  the 
massive  student  movement  that  was 
attempting  to  democratize  the  country’s 
authoritarian,  one-party  system.  He  was 
briefly  jailed  once  as  a  result  of  his  activities. 

Days  before  the  opening  of  the  Olympic 
Games,  troops  armed  with  machine  guns 
mowed  down  a  demonstration  in  Tlatelolco 
Square,  killing  500  and  wounding  2,000. 
Thousands  more  were  rounded  up.  Some  of 
them  would  spend  10  years  in  prison  before 
they  were  released.  Although  he  managed 
the  avoid  the  worst  of  the  crackdown, 
Ignacio,  like  many  others,  was  expelled  from 
school.  Fearing  further  reprisals  he  went  into 
exile,  first  to  New  York  and  eventually  to 
Europe.  He  worked  as  a  translator  for  six 
years  in  Switzerland.  While  living  in  Geneva 
in  1971,  he  came  into  contact  with  the  early 
French  gay  liberation  movement  in  Paris. 

Ignacio  returned  to  Mexico  in  1976  where, 
in  response  to  numerous  anti-gay  assaults, 
murders  and  police  attacks  in  Mexico  City, 
he  helped  to  form  FHAR  two  years  later.  The 
group’s  first  action  was  to  participate  as  a 
contingent  in  the  annual  July  26  march 
commemorating  both  the  Cuban  revolution 
and  the  tenth  anniversary  of  the  student 
movement  that  was  crushed  at  Tlatelolco. 
Although  the  gay  contingent  contained  only 
30  people,  it  caused  a  nationwide  sensation. 

I  met  Ignacio  in  1981  during  my  first  visit 
to  Mexico,  and  we  embarked  on  a  brief 
relationship.  My  friend  who  introduced  us 
had  compared  the  excitement  of  this  new 
movement  with  the  heady  enthusiasm  we 
had  both  experienced  a  decade  before  in  the 
wake  of  the  Stonewall  riots.  He  was  not 
exaggerating,  and  I  spend  10  of  the  most 
exciting  days  of  my  life  with  Ignacio  and  his 
friends  in  and  around  Mexico  City.  Two 
months  later,  he  came  to  San  Francisco  to 
address  the  Lesbian  and  Gay  Freedom  Day 
rally. 

My  impressions  from  my  visit  to  Mexico, 
however,  had  been  deceiving.  After  three 
years,  FHAR  was  dying;  its  members  worn 
down  from  having  to  confront  official 
misconduct  again  and  again,  sapping  vital 
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energy  from  other  worthwhile  projects.  The 
organization  soon  disbanded,  reorganizing  as 
a  loose  federation  of  collectives  dedicated  to 
specific  projects  like  publishing  and 
consciousness-raising.  Ignacio  decided  to 
devote  himself  to  developing  and  expanding 
a  gay  archives  that  he  had  already 
established.  He  later  formed  a  group, 
RUIIDHO,  to  collect  and  disseminate 
information  on  issues  related  to  the 
movement. 

In  1987,  to  promote  a  gay  presence  in  the 
upcoming  presidential  election,  several 
movement  groups  banded  together  to  support 
the  presidential  campaign  of  human  rights 
activist  Rosaria  Ibarra  de  Piedra,  the  PRT’s 
nominee,  whose  platform  included  gay 
rights.  In  exchange,  PRT  named  Ignacio  and 
five  others  as  candidates  for  deputies  from 
districts  in  Mexico  City  and  Guadalajara. 
Several  weeks  later  a  paramilitary  gang 
armed  with  knives,  baseball  bats  and  judo 
sticks  disrupted  a  campaign  rally  they  were 
holding,  injuring  10  people. 

The  following  year,  Ignacio  again  faced 
the  violence  meted  out  by  the  authorities, 
when  a  group  of  plainclothes  officers 
wielding  machine  guns  invaded  a  meeting  of 
union  dissidents,  injuring  a  dozen  people. 
(Ignacio  had  recently  been  fired  from  his  job 
as  a  government  translator  after  helping  to 
organize  a  strike  against  President  Miguel 
De  la  Madrid’s  harsh  austerity  program.)  The 
bridge  of  his  nose  was  broken  in  two  places, 
necessitating  surgery.  He  had  to  spend 
several  days  in  hiding  while  recovering  from 
the  attack. 

Responding  to  Mexico’s  first  handful  of 
AIDS  cases  early  in  1982,  Ignacio  solicited 
me  to  send  whatever  articles  and 
publications  I  could  find  about  this  shadowy 
new  disease.  He  would  continue  his  AIDS 
work  throughout  the  rest  of  his  life. 

In  the  latter  1980s  Ignacio  coordinated 
Grupo  Conddn,  which  worked  with  and 
advocated  for  people  with  AIDS,  sponsored 
workshops  for  members  of  the  community, 
meetings  with  doctors  and  other  activities. 
After  his  diagnosis  he  continued  collecting 
literature  on  AIDS,  and  his  archives  are  now 
being  continued  by  his  lover. 

— John Kyper 
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hopelessness  in  communities  of  color  about 
HIV  therapy.  “How  can  we  encourage  them 
to  seek  testing  and  treatment  if  we  can’t 
promise  them  early  intervention  as  well?” 
she  asked. 

Rochelle  said  she  acknowledged  the 
complaint  of  many  white  AIDS  activists  that 
AZT  is  toxic  and  perhaps  dangerous. 
“That’s  right,”  she  said.  “But  it’s  the  only 
approved  drug.  All  we  have  is  what  they 
give  us.  And  we  can’t  send  the  message  that 
we  have  nothing.”  Rochelle  said  that  in 
objecting  to  the  VA  study,  she  was  not 
“coming  out  in  favor  of  AZT,”  but  calling 
for  better  research  that  can  take  the  human 
situation  of  people  of  color  more  fully  into 
account 

It  becomes  an  issue’ 

A1  Cunningham,  a  staff  member  at  the 
National  Task  Force  on  AIDS  Prevention, 
said  that  the  news  of  the  VA  study’s  racially 
related  conclusions  was  “the  classic 
Washington  leak  story — we  never  knew 
where  [the  first  hint  of  the  conclusions]  came 
from,  but  a  week  before  it  was  released  we 
started  getting  phone  calls  about  it” 

Although  lesbian,  gay  and  AIDS  service 
organizations  have  been  quick  to  respond  to 
the  study,  Cunningham  told  GCN,  damage 
may  be  done  already.  “No  matter  how  many 
additional  informational  things  you  put  out 
there,”  he  said,  “the  initial  impression  is  the 
lasting  one.”  He  also  said  that,  “No  matter 
how  hard  AIDS  service  organizations  try  to 
downplay  a  link  between  race  and 
effectiveness  of  treatment,  it  becomes  an 
issue,  whether  you  want  it  to  be  or  not.” 

Cunningham  said  he  saw  a  “bitter  irony” 
in  the  timing  of  the  VA’s  announcement, 
since  the  Task  Force  had  just  completed  a 
training  session  for  Black  gay  men  about 
treatment  and  clinical  trials.  The  project,  a 
joint  venture  with  the  National  Institute  for 
Allergy  and  Infectious  Diseases  (NIAID), 
involved  25  men  from  around  the  country. 
The  men  attended  the  training,  Cunningham 
said,  with  the  objective  of  returning  to  their 
home  communities  to  provide  accurate  and 
up-to-date  information  about  treatment  and 
trials. 

Cunningham  pointed  out  that  the  training 
was  designed  to  “attack”  exactly  the  “myths” 
that  the  VA’s  conclusions  encourage.  And 
those  myths  are  persistent,  Cunningham 
added,  saying  that  the  Task  Force  has  dealt 
with  Black  men  in  the  past  who  believed  that 
there  was  a  cure  for  HIV,  but  thought  it  was 
“only  being  offered  to  white  people.” 

— filed,  from  Boston 

Police 

Continued  from  page  3 

tolerate  intimidation  by  police  through 
physical  brutality.” 

The  AVP’s  Foreman  said  that  at  a  formal 
meeting  with  police  officials  on  Feb.  15, 
those  present  “had  their  minds  made  up”  and 
“were  determined  to  protect  Jonasch  and  the 
other  officers  involved.” 

“We  need  an  independent  review  of  not 
only  this  incident,”  concluded  Foreman,  “but 
of  all  police  procedures  for  handling 
demonstrations.”  □ 

New  Jersey 

Continued  from  page  3 

years,”  she  said.  “In  May,  1988,  we  had  90 
cases  of  heterosexual  transmissions,  in 
December  1990  we  had  629  cases.” 

Currently  there  is  only  one  clinic  in  the 
state  that  specifically  treats  women  with 
HIV.  “[New  Jersey]  has  not  done  enough  for 
the  women,  children  and  families  devastated 
by  e  the  CDC  to  change  its  definitions,  but 
they  are  doubtful  that  it  will  actually  produce 
concrete  results. 

“[The  health  department’s  program]  has 
allocated  no  extra  money  to  support  the 
Women  and  AIDS  office,”  said  Jim  Davis,  a 
member  of  the  New  Jersey  Caucus  of  ACT 
UP/New  York.  Davis  told  GCN  that  the  new 
office  will  simply  represent  the  same  health 
department  employees  with  “new  signs  on 
their  desks.”  He  said,  “They  are  essentially 
playing  a  shell  game.  They  are  reassigning 
old  employees  under  new  titles.” 

“The  state’s  total  amount  of  money  for 
AIDS  is  fixed,”  Davis  said,  “so  what  then  are 
they  taking  the  money  away  from  to  fund 
this  program?” 

Peter  Jewell,  a  member  of  the  Personal 
Liberty  Fund  of  the  New  Jersey  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Coalition,  said  that  he  was  “not 
encouraged  by  what  I  see  in  the  plan  so  far.” 
He  told  GCN,  “They’re  not  allocating  a 
specific  funding  level;  they  do  not  give  a 
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time  frame  for  the  program’s  establishment; 
and  they  do  not  give  clear  definitions  of  what 

the  [Office  for  Women  and  AIDS] 
responsibilities  will  be,”  said  Jewell. 

Similarly,  Banzhaf,  of  the  Women  and 
AIDS  Network,  said  that  she  found  the  plan 
too  undefined.  She  said  that  she  would  rather 
have  seen  more  concrete  prevention  efforts, 
more  training  for  physicians  on  how  to 
identify  women’s  HIV-related  illnesses,  and 
a  greater  bolstering  of  existing  AIDS 
services. 

Banzhaf  added  that  her  organization  is 
going  to  be  especially  careful  to  make  sure 
that  the  health  department’s  research  efforts 
don’t  take  forever.  “We  want  to  know  just 
how  and  when  the  state  is  going  to  contact 
the  CDC  and  tell  them  their  definitions  are 
not  adequate,”  she  said,  concluding, 
“Women  with  AIDS  are  dying  because 
they’re  not  getting  diagnosed  and  treated  fast 
enough.” 

—filed  from  Boston 

Military 

Continued  from  page  I 

Dom  said  that  Black  recruits  are  attracted 
to  the  option  of  military  training.  “[Many] 
Black  youths  are  confronted  by  the  choice  of 
going  into  a  low-wage  service-sector  job  or 
enlisting  in  the  military.  They  decide  that 
being  in  the  service  for  four  years  is 
preferable  to  schlepping  hamburgers  at  a  fast 
food  joint,”  he  said,  adding,  “and  I  think  this 
is  a  rational  economic  choice.” 

Dom  also  said  he  believes  that  since  1973, 
the  Black  community  has  accepted  the  large 
number  of  Black  people  in  the  armed  forces 
because  of  the  benefits  of  military 
employment.  He  said  that  Black  leaders 
accepted  a  “least-worst  solution:  they  would 
rather  have  had  money  spent  on  domestic 
issues,  but  if  it  was  going  to  be  spent  on  the 
military  anyway,  [Black  leaders]  wanted  to 
make  sure  that  Black  Americans  had  ample 
opportunities  in  the  forces.” 

Dom  added  that  things  have  now  changed 
with  the  Persian  Gulf  war.  “We  accepted  the 
high  level  of  Black  representation  because  it 
provided  benefits  to  so  many  sectors  of 
society,”  he  said,  “but  now  if  we  have  a 
sustained  ground  conflict,  the  cost  of  the 
conflict  will  not  be  equally  shared.” 

‘Cruel  hoax’ 

Many  civil  rights  advocates  offered  more 
disparaging  assessments  of  the  military’s 
relationship  with  the  Black  community. 
Harold  Jordan  of  AFSC  said  that  contrary  to 
recruiting  officers’  promises,  military  job 
experience  has  “very  mixed  results”  for 
Black  veterans  entering  civilian  life.  On  the 
whole,  Jordan  said,  military  training  is  a 
“cruel  hoax”  for  many  people. 

Eitelberg  said  that  most  Black  people  are 
involved  with  military  jobs  that  are  “service 
and  support”  oriented.  These  jobs,  he  said, 
are  considerably  less  in  demand  in  the 
civilian  sector  than  ones  with  high 
technology  training.  He  cited  Department  of 
Defense  figures  that  showed  that  Black 
people  are  substantially  over-represented  in 
military  functional  support  jobs,  which 
include  personnel  and  clerical  work,  and 
service  and  supply  handling  jobs. 

“There  is  a  real  feeling  of  resentment  in 
the  Black  community  because  we  have 
learned  that  the  right  to  fight  does  not  lead  to 
the  liberation,”  said  Jordan.  He  added  that,  “I 
believe  Blacks  are  a  lot  less  supportive  of  the 
[Persian  Gulf]  war  than  people  in  other 
communities...  because  they  see  the  realities 
of  the  depression  at  home  and  they  find  it 
insulting  that  the  federal  government  can 
snap  up  billions  of  dollars  overnight  to  take 
care  of  [the  Kuwaiti  issue.]” 

“Eighty-eight  to  90  percent  of  Black 
Americans  are  opposed  to  the  war  because 
we  continually  find  that  our  young  people 
are  considered  the  most  expendable  by 
United  States  government  officials,”  echoed 
Jamillah  Muhammad,  director  of  the  Youth 
and  Militarism  Program,  a  branch  of  Clergy 
and  Laity  Concerned  in  Chicago.  She  told 
GCN  that  the  Pentagon  is  being  secretive 
about  military  personnel  statistics,  and  that 
the  true  estimates  of  Black  representation  in 
Saudi  Arabia  are  “anywhere  from  30-60 
percent  of  the  ground  forces.” 

Muhammad  added,  “We  have  to  support 
our  troops  from  a  different  perspective  than 
white  people,  because  our  soldiers  are  going 
to  return  home  to  the  same  lousy  situation 
they  left.”  She  said  that  that  the  Black 
community  is  questioning  and  rejecting  the 
government’s  “New  World  Order"  and  that 
she  believes  that  change  will  soon  occur  in 
the  country’s  socio-economic  structure. 

“Patriotism  means  something  all  together 
different  for  us.  Our  sons  and  daughters  are 
over  [in  Saudi  Arabia]  because  they  can’t  get 
jobs  here,”  she  concluded. 

—filed  from  Boston 
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TRUE  STORIES  A  Celebration  of  Black  History  Month 


Adrianna  Ahy  in  age  5 

Whose  life  is  it,  anyway? 

These  days,  queers  of  color  are  a  hot  commodity  in  the 
progressive  lesbian  and  gay  community,  a  community  with 
preconceived  notions  about  the  ‘Black  experience’ 


By  Adrianna  Alty 

hen  I  started  kindergarten,  they  didn’t 
know  who  I  was  and  they  didn’t  know 
where  to  put  me;  that  is  should  I  be  in 
Mrs.  Daby’s  class  or  Miss  Sexton’s 
class?  I  wasn’t  on  anybody’s  list.  Every  child 
who  started  at  Florence  G.  Houghton  School 
that  morning  in  September,  1971,  in  Sterling, 
Mass,  was  either  in  Mrs.  Daby’s  class  or 
Miss  Sexton’s  class.  I  wasn’t  on  either  of 
these  women’s  lists.  I  kept  telling  them  my 
name  and  they  double-checked  with  each 
other.  Finally  they  called  my  mother  and 
asked  her,  “Did  you  send  a  foster  child  to 
school  today?”  You  see,  my  parents  (like 
every  other  resident  of  Sterling,  Mass.)  are 
white.  Over  the  years  they  cared  for  many 
different  foster  children;  however,  I  was  the 
only  one  they  adopted  and  sent  to  school. 

My  name  before  I  was  adopted  was 
Adrianna  Liebman  (yes,  I’m  actually  Jewish 
too).  The  court  date  was  set  to  have  my  name 
changed,  but  I  wasn’t  legally  adopted  yet,  so 
I  started  school  as  Adrianna  Liebman — not 
realizing  that  not  everyone  knew  my  new  last 
name.  Here  they  had  this  little  black  girl  with 
a  Jewish  last  name  (there  are  no  Jewish  or 
black  people  in  Sterling)  claiming  that  she 
was  an  Alty,  and  like  I  said,  they  didn’t  quite 
know  what  to  do  with  me.  They  asked  me 
again  and  again  if  I  was  sure  that  “Anna 
Alty"  was  my  name.  As  if  I  didn’t  know  my 
own  name! 

Having  looked  forward  to  attending  school 
all  summer  long  and  fully  prepared  with  a 
school  box  full  of  pencils,  Mickey  Mouse 
erasers,  and  even  a  protractor,  there  was  no 
doubt  in  my  mind  that  I  was  exactly  where  I 
was  supposed  to  be. 

Later  that  same  year  I  was  a  snowman  in 
the  kindergarten  Christmas  play.  I  was  given 
the  part  of  a  snowman  because  I  would  not 
choose  any  of  the  speaking  parts.  I 
reluctantly  took  my  place  in  front  of  the  coat 
closet  with  the  hat  and  scarf  combination  that 
was  my  costume.  While  I  was  quietly  “being 
a  snowman,”  a  boy  (possibly  Randy  Jones) 
came  over  and  said,  “Well,  I’ve  never  seen  a 
brown  snowman  before.” 

I  said  disgustedly,  because  I  was  a  very 
literal-minded  child  as  well  as  a  know-it-all, 
“Well,  haven’t  you  ever  seen  snow  in  the 
winter  by  the  side  of  the  road  that’s  gotten 
dirty  from  the  cars?”  At  the  end  of  that 
marking  quarter,  Mrs.  Daby  told  my  parents 


at  a  parent-teacher  conference  that  I  had  “the 
most  wonderful  sense  of  humor”  and  she 
hoped  I  would  never  lose  it. 

At  five  years  old,  it  wasn’t  a  sense  of 
humor  that  I  had.  It  was  obliviousness.  I  was 
a  queer  child  of  color  in  a  quaint,  WASPy 
town  in  central  Massachusetts.  I  lived  in  the 
town  in  which  Mary  Sawyer  of  Mary  Had  a 
Little  Lamb  fame  grew  up  a  hundred-odd 
years  before  (where,  I  can  tell  you,  lamb’s 
fleece  was  far  from  the  only  thing  that  was, 
and  is,  “as  white  as  snow”).  I  really  didn’t 
know  until  much  later  in  life  just  how  much  I 
would  need  that  sense  of  humor. 

As  3  child  I  remember 
thinking  “colored”  mean/ 
that  I  had  the  ability  to 
dream  in  color,  something 
I  guessed  other  people 
could  not  do. 

You  have  to  understand  that  in  none  of  the 
incidents  I  have  described,  did  I  ever  feel 
wrong.  I  never  felt  that  I  didn’t  belong.  Not 
even  when  I  gave  my  first  grade  girlfriend  a 
real  diamond  ring  (I  won’t  say  where  it  came 
from)  and  had  her  sit  on  my  lap  every  day  at 
recess  (something  my  first  grade  teacher,  on 
whom  I  also  had  a  crush,  discouraged).  Like 
most  children  I  suppose,  I  didn’t  realize  that 
being  different  was  wrong.  It  simply  seemed 
as  if  other  people  merely  made  mistakes,  as 
in  the  case  of  the  registrar  at  my  school,  or 
they  were  plainly  stupid,  as  in  the  case  of 
Randy  Jones.  Even  today  I  am  still 
remembering  things  that  people  said  or  did, 
and  recognizing  what  they  really  meant 
As  a  child  I  remember  thinking  “colored” 
meant  that  I  had  the  ability  to  dream  in  color, 
something  I  guessed  other  people  could  not 
do.  This  might  have  had  something  to  do 
with  the  fact  that  on  television  some 
programs  were  “in  living  color”  and  others 
weren’t;  the  NBC  peacock  assured  us  that 
what  we  were  seeing  was  brighter  and 
special — other  words  that  were  sometimes 
used  to  describe  me.  If  they  had  said  I  was 
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Still  activist  after  all  these 
years 


We  who  believe  in  freedom  cannot  rest 
until  it  comes. 

— Ella  Baker  (1903 — 1986),  Civil  Rights 
activist 

I  am  sick  and  tired  of  being  sick  and  tired. 
— Fannie  Lou  Hamer  (1917 — 1977),  Civil 
Rights  activist 

By  Ayofemi  Folayan 

I  wasn’t  bom  an  activist.  I  had  no  idea  that 
I  would  turn  out  that  way.  In  1950,  when  I 
was  bom,  there  was  no  Cable  Network 
News  for  24  hours  on  the  television 
bringing  me  “up  close  and  personal,”  or  even 
satellite  coverage  from  Europe  on  National 
Public  Radio.  Today  it  is  hard  to  imagine, 
with  almost  instantaneous  updates  from  the 
Middle  East  and  after  the  protracted  coverage 
of  the  events  in  Eastern  Europe  and  South 
Africa  and  China,  that  there  was  a  time  when 
significant  events  in  a  major  movement  for 
social  justice  didn’t  make  the  headlines  and 
were  only  “broadcast”  by  traveling  musicians 
who  literally  went  from  church  to  church, 
singing  about  the  events  in  what  has  come  to 
be  known  as  “The  Civil  Rights  Movement” 
here  in  the  United  States. 

In  1950,  when  I  was  born,  Harry  S. 
Truman  was  President.  Probably  the  word 
activist  wasn’t  even  in  the  Webster’s 
Dictionary  yet.  My  parents  could  not  have 
predicted  that  a  time  would  come  when  news 
with  global  implications  would  call  their 
social  consciousness  into  question.  They 
wouldn’t  have  participated  in  an  international 
boycott  of  Coca  Cola  because  it  is  the  third 
largest  multi-national  corporation  supporting 
the  policies  of  apartheid  in  South  Africa. 
They  wouldn’t  have  even  known  about  the 
boycott,  the  practice  of  apartheid,  or  that 
Coca  Cola  was  the  link  between  the  problem 
and  the  response.  So  my  identity  as  an 
activist  is  partially  traceable  to  the  evolution 
of  the  medium  of  television,  specifically 
news  journalism.  However,  I  am  equally  a 
product  of  specific  events  in  my  life  that 
sculpted  me. 

By  1955,  when  Rosa  Parks  made  a 
decision  not  to  go  to  the  back  of  the  bus,  thus 
starting  the  Montgomery  bus  boycott,  and 
when  Reverend  Martin  Luther  King,  Jr.  was 
getting  exposure  as  the  preeminent  leader  of 
the  Civil  Rights  Movement,  I  had  already 
been  introduced  to  the  reality  of  racism  in 
North  America.  I  grew  up  in  Boston,  Mass., 
affectionately  nicknamed  “The  Birmingham 
of  the  North”  for  its  racist  practices.  I  come 
from  an  interracial  family:  my  mom  was 
black  and  my  dad  was  white.  They  were 
married  in  1948  after  attempts  to  discourage 
their  union  from  both  sides  of  the  family.  My 
twin  brother  and  I  were  bom  on  April  19, 
1950,  causing  the  family  to  spill  out  of  the 
attic  apartment  above  my  grandmother’s 
home  in  Roxbury. 

In  September  of  1954,  we  moved  to 
Newton,  a  predominantly  Jewish  suburb  of 
Boston.  My  father  selected  the  house  on  the 
advice  of  a  colleague  who  lived  in  the  same 
neighborhood.  The  two  white  men  transacted 
all  the  business  without  even  consulting  my 
mother,  a  process  that  was  totally  consistent 
with  expectations  of  that  time.  Onpe  w.e. 


moved  in,  I  quickly  understood  that  we  were 
not  welcome.  This  perception  was  derived 
from  the  hostile  silence  that  greeted  our 
arrival  at  the  local  market  or  the  way  that 
mothers  grabbed  their  children  off  the  slide 
or  swings  in  the  park  as  we  approached. 

On  October  13,  at  about  3:00  a.m.,  I  woke 
up  because  of  a  huge  bomb  blast  that  sent  the 
wall  splintering  away  from  the  bed.  In 
seconds,  my  dad  grabbed  me  and  ran  from 
the  flame-filled  structure.  My  brother,  asleep 
under  a  mound  of  covers  on  the  floor  next  to 
his  bed,  suffocated  from  the  dense  smoke. 
Nobody  used  words  like  “racism”  or 
“discrimination”  then.  I  just  knew  I  was 
frightened  because  something  was  terribly 
wrong  with  me,  something  so  bad  that  people 
had  tried  to  kill  me  and  had  successfully 
killed  my  brother  who  looked  like  me  but  not 
like  them.  My  parents,  like  most  parents  of 
the  time,  felt  they  could  protect  me  from  the 
painful  knowledge  of  this  reality  simply  by 
not  talking  about  it.  They  never  discussed  the 
bombing  with  me.  Only  when  I  raised  the 
subject  with  my  grandmother  at  age  12  was  I 
able  to  even  confirm  my  experiences. 

I  attended  the  Julia  Ward  Howe 
Elementary  School  in  Roxbury.  I  had 
attended  schools  in  East  Boston  and 
Dorchester  that  were  respectively  all  Italian 
and  mostly  Polish  and  Irish.  My  introduction 
to  the  reality  of  de  facto  segregation — a  term 
used  by  the  courts  to  define  segregation  that 
was  created  non-maliciously  but  was  “in 
fact”  a  reality  as  the  result  of  existing 
demographic  patterns — was  that  the  students 
at  the  nearby  all-black  Roxbury  school  were 
using  materials  that  I  had  already  completed 
the  preceding  year  at  the  Champlain  School. 
As  a  result,  I  was  skipped  to  the  fourth  grade, 
where  I  still  outperformed  most  of  my 
classmates. 

My  youthful  intelligence  was  not  yet 
trained  in  the  analytical  skills  that  would 
serve  me  well  later  in  life,  but  I  still 
understood  that  something  was  wrong  with 
the  picture.  So  when  the  announcement  was 
made  that  they  would  be  holding  a  “freedom 
school”  at  St.  Mark’s  Congregational  Church 
to  protest  segregation  in  Boston’s  schools,  I 
was  excited  by  the  prospect  of  participation.  I 
had  to  convince  my  mother  that  it  was 
appropriate  for  me  to  take  this  step,  although 
my  father  actively  expressed  his  agreement.  I 
was  nine  years  old.  It  was  my  first  conscious 
act  of  defiance  against  a  system  that  was  not 
only  racist  but  dared  anyone  to  defy  it.  I 
remember  the  symbol  of  white  arrogance 
embodied  in  School  Committee  member 
Louise  Day  Hicks,  whose  resistance  to 
desegregation  catapulted  her  reputation  to 
legendary  dimensions. 

The  summer  I  was  13,  my  dad  and  I  went 
to  Washington,  D.C.,  where  we  joined  the 
thousands  converged  on  the  Lincoln 
Memorial  for  the  Great  March.  The  march 
was  coordinated  by  Bayard  Rustin,  a  gay 
man  who  was  one  of  the  foremost  thinkers 
and  movers  of  the  civil  rights  movement.  It  is 
still  hard  to  realize,  looking  back  at  that 
period,  just  how  little  access  to  information 
there  was.  I  remember  hearing  vague 
rumblings  about  the  Birmingham  Sunday 
School  (where  four  girls  were  killed  in 
Continued  on  page  13 
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Essex  Hemphill 

If  Freud  had  been  a  neurotic 
colored  woman 

Reading  Dr.  Frances  Cress  Welsing 


“[A]ny  force  which  estranges  and  alienates 
us  from  one  another  serves  the  interests  of 
racist  domination.” 

— bell  hooks,  “Homeplace,"  Yearning: 
race,  gender,  and  cultural  politics 

“That  there  is  homophobia  among  black 
people  in  America  is  largely  reflective  of  the 
homophobic  culture  in  which  we  live....  Yet, 
we  cannot  rationalize  the  disease  of 
homophobia  among  black  people  as  the 
white  man’s  fault,  for  to  do  so  is  to  absolve 
ourselves  of  our  responsibility  to  transform 
ourselves.” 

— Cheryl  Clarke,  "The  Failure  to 
Transform:  Homophobia  in  the  Black 
Community”  Home  Girls:  A  Black  Feminist 
Anthology 

By  Essex  Hemphill 

n  1974,  the  year  that  Dr.  Frances  Cress 
Welsing  wrote,  “The  Politics  Behind 
Black  Male  Passivity,  Effeminization, 
Bisexuality,  and  Homosexuality,”  I 
entered  my  final  year  of  senior  high  school. 
By  that  time,  I  had  arrived  at  a  very  clear 
understanding  of  how  dangerous  it  was  to  be 
a  homosexual  in  my  black  neighborhood  and 
in  society.  I  had  no  particular  inclinations  to 
slip  on  a  dress  like  skin,  wear  loud  lipstick, 
and  wiggle  my  hips  through  the  four  a.m. 
shadows  and  street  lights  of  the  tenderloin  or 
the  boulevards  where  erotic  desire  was 
claimed  by  the  highest  bidder  or  the  loneliest 
man.  Facing  this  then-limited  perception  of 
homosexual  life,  I  could  only  wonder  where  I 
fit  in.  I  had  no  particular  inclination  to  chase 
down  men  while  wearing  platform  pumps 
and  mini-skirts.  None  of  this  behavior  was 
the  least  bit  appealing  to  me. 

Conversely,  I  was  perfecting  my 
heterosexual  disguise.  I  was  practicing  the 
necessary  use  of  masks  for  survival.  I  was 
calculating  the  distance  between  the  first  day 
of  class  and  graduation;  the  distance  between 
graduation  from  high  school  and  departure 
for  college,  and  ultimately,  awaiting  the 
arrival  of  my  freedom  from  home, 
community  and  my  immediate  peers.  I 
believed  my  imminent  independence  would 
allow  me  to  explore  what  my  hetero-disguise 
and  my  masks  were  preventing  me  from 
exploring. 

It  is  fortunate  that  the  essay  by  Dr.  Welsing 
that  I  am  citing  here  had  not  come  to  my 
attention  during  my  adolescence.  I  can  only 
imagine  v/ith  how  little  resistance  the  assault 
of  her  ideas  would  have  been  met  by  me  at 
that  time.  At  17,  I  wasn’t  coming  out  of 
nothing  I  couldn’t  get  back  into  immediately, 
and  that  included  closets.  But  in  1974,  the 


concept  of  “closets”  had  not  come  to  my 
attention.  I  knew  not  to  reveal  my 
homosexual  desires  to  my  peers  nor  discuss 
them  with  my  family  or  any  school 
counselor. 

During  the  course  of  the  next  16  years  I 
would  articulate  and  politicize  my  sexuality.  I 
would  discover  that  homo-sex  did  not 
compose  a  whole  life  nor  did  it  negate  my 
racial  identity  or  constitute  a  substantive 
reason  to  be  estranged  from  my  family  and 
black  culture.  I  discovered,  too,  that  the  work 
ahead  for  me  included,  most  importantly, 
being  able  to  integrate  all  of  my  identities 
into  a  functioning  self  as  opposed  to 
accepting  a  dysfunctional  existence  as  the 
consequence  for  my  homosexual  desires. 

•  M 

In  her  “Black  Male  Passivity”  essay.  Dr. 
Welsing,  a  controversial,  Washington, 
D.C. — based  psychiatrist,  cautions  this: 

Black  psychiatrists  must  understand 
that  whites  may  condone 
homosexuality  for  themselves,  but 
we  as  Blacks,  must  see  it  as  a 
strategy  for  destroying  Black  people 
that  must  be  countered. 
Homosexuals  or  bisexuals  should 
neither  be  condemned  nor  degraded, 
as  they  did  not  decide  that  they 
would  be  so  programmed  in 
childhood.  The  racist  system  should 
be  held  responsible.  Our  task  is  to 
treat  and  prevent  its  continuing  and 
increasing  occurrence. 

In  other  words,  Dr.  Welsing  is  suggesting, 
among  other  things,  that  black  homosexuals 
are  engaged  in  sexual  genocide,  in  treason 
against  the  race,  and  are  programmed  by 
racism  to  commit  acts  of  self-destruction 
such  as  choosing  to  love  and  be  loved  by 
members  of  the  same  gender.  If  we  dare 
follow  Dr.  Welsing’s  ideas  to  their  illogical 
conclusions,  the  we  could  easily  assign  every 
black  action  that  transgresses  against  or  fails 
to  conform  to  black  society  as  being  caused 
by  racism.  Such  reasoning  allows  for  the 
shirking  of  responsibility  for  ourselves  and  a 
shifting  of  blame  for  our  own,  self-motivated 
actions  that  exacerbates  the  assault  of  racism. 
I  am  not  suggesting  that  the  victim  be  blamed 
for  his  victimization;  I  am  only  pointing  out 
that  the  abdication  of  responsibility  in  the 
face  of  racism  creates  and  reinforces  the 
climate  for  the  increased  nihilism  presently 
plaguing  black  communities.  It  is  simply  too 
easy  to  say  “The  devil  made  me  do  it” 

Dr.  Welsing’s  questionable  claim  to  fame 
is  her  controversial  essay,  “The  Cress  Theory 
of  Color-Confrontation  and  Racism  (White 
Supremacy):  A  Psychogenetic  Theory  and 
World  Outlook”  (1970).  This  essay  appears 


with  her  “Black  Male  Passivity”  essay  in  her 
recently  released  book.  The  Isis  Papers:  The 
Keys  to  the  Colors  (Third  World  Press, 
Chicago).  Her  “Theory  of  Color- 
Confrontation”  essay  is  the  basis  for  her 
examination  of  various  issues  confronting 
black  Americans,  including  sexuality.  Her 
arguments  about  race  and  sexuality,  based  on 
her  theory,  are  her  sincerely  held  beliefs.  Dr. 
Welsing  contextualizes  her  sexuality 
arguments  in  a  myopic  analysis  of  black 
masculinity,  an  analysis  constructed  from  the 
still  very  limited,  very  patriarchal,  and 
culturally  conservative  view  of  what  black 
liberation  should  be;  a  view  woefully 
informed  by  heterosexism  and  homophobia 
which  she  attempts  to  make  credible. 

In  her  “Black  Male  Passivity”  essay  she 
asserts  her  arguments  at  the  willful  exclusion 
of  a  logical  analysis  of  sexuality,  thus 
discrediting  her  theory  by  espousing  black 
homophobia  and  heterosexism.  These  are 
imitations  of  the  very  oppressive  forces  she 
attempts  to  challenge:  the  hegemony  of  white 
male  heterosexuality.  She  places  herself  in 
direct  collusion  with  all  the  forces  that  move 
against  black  people,  gay  men  and  lesbians, 
and  all  people  of  color.  Thus,  every  time  a 
gay  man  or  lesbian  is  violently  attacked, 
blood  is  figuratively  on  Dr.  Welsing’s  hands 
as  surely  as  blood  is  on  the  hands  of  the 
attackers.  Her  ideas  reinforce  the  belief  that 
gay  and  lesbian  lives  are  expendable,  and  her 
views  also  provide  a  glimpse  as  to  why  the 
black  community  has  failed  to  intelligently 
and  coherently  address  critical,  life- 
threatening  issues  such  as  AIDS. 

Her  reasoning  is  so  flawed,  out-dated,  and 
totally  hetero-reactionary,  that  I  am  curiously 
reminded  of  the  child  who  found  himself 
faced  with  having  to  tell  the  emperor  he’s 
wearing  none  of  the  beautiful  clothes  that  his 
court  is  leading  him  to  believe  he’s  wearing, 
or,  in  a  more  recent  example,  the  discovery 
that  Milli  Vanilli  really  didn’t  sing  a  note  of 
their  hit  song,  “Girl  You  Know  It’s  True.” 

Her  color-confrontation  theory  is  the 
justification  for  her  homophobic  and 
heterosexist  assault.  Her  theory  is  very 
seductive,  particularly  for  black  people 
oppressed  for  so  long.  It  is  very  much  like 

Dr.  Welsing  is 
suggesting,  among 
other  things,  that  black 
homosexuals  are 
engaged  in  sexual 
genocide,  in  treason 
against  the  race,  and  are 
programmed  by  racism 
to  commit  acts  of  self- 
destruction  such  as 
choosing  to  love  and  be 
loved  by  members  of  the 
same  gender. 

cocaine;  a  dose  of  her  ideas  momentarily 
provides  one  with  a  rush  of  empowerment, 
but  after  the  high  is  gone  and  one  comes 
down,  the  harsh  realities  of  racism  still 
remain.  And  sexual  diversity,  as  created  by 
nature,  still  remains,  irrevocably, 
uncontrollable,  though  she  suggests  that 
among  black  males  homosexuality  and 
bisexuality  are  predictable  behaviors  by 
using  her  color-confrontation  theory  as  a 
guide. 

The  basis  for  her  theory,  which  is  the  basis 
for  her  puritanical  assertions  about  black 
male  sexuality  and  sexuality  in  general,  is  as 
follows: 

Racism  (white  supremacy)  is  the 
dominant  social  system  in  today’s 
world.  Its  fundamental  dynamic  is 
predicated  upon  the  genetic  recessive 
deficiency  state  of  alibinsim,  which 
is  responsible  for  skin  whiteness  and 
thus  the  so-called  “white  race.”  This 
genetic  recessive  trait  is  dominated 
by  the  genetic  capacity  to  produce 
any  of  the  various  degrees  of  skin 
melanination — whether  black, 
brown,  red  or  yellow,  hi  other  words, 
it  can  be  annihilated  as  a  phenotypic 
condition.  Control  of  this  potential 
for  genetic  domination  and 
annihilation  throughout  the  world  is 
absolutely  essential  if  the  condition 
of  skin  whiteness  is  to  survive. 
“White”  survival  is  predicated  upon 
aggressiveness  and  muscle  mass  in 
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the  form  of  technology  directed 
against  the  “non-white”  melaninated 
men  on  the  planet  Earth  who 
constitute  the  numerical  majority. 
Therefore,  white  survival  and  white 
power  are  dependent  upon  the 
various  methodologies,  tactics  and 
strategies  developed  to  control  all 
“non-white”  men,  as  well  as  bring 
them  into  cooperative  submission. 

This  is  especially  important  in  the 
case  of  Black  men  because  they  have 
the  greatest  capacity  to  produce 
melanin  and,  in  turn,  the  greatest 
genetic  potential  for  the  annihilation 
of  skin  dbinism  or  skin  whiteness. 

This  theory  comprises  the  primary  basis  of 
her  perspective  as  she  approaches  black  male 
sexuality.  From  this  framework  she  then 
asserts  that  after  400  years  of  being  forced 
into  “passive  and  cooperative  submission”  to 
white  males,  the  end  result  for  black  males  is 
the  occurrence  of  homosexuality  and 
bisexuality  (which  she  deems  as 
dysfunctional  behavioral  responses  to 
oppression.)  “Black  male  homosexuality  and 
bisexuality  are  only  the  long-run  by-products 
of  males  submitting  in  fear  to  other  males.” 
She  concludes  this  argument  by  stating: 

Black  male  bisexuality  and 
homosexuality  has  been  used  by  the 
white  collective  in  its  effort  to 
survive  genetically  in  a  world 
dominated  by  colored  people,  and 
Black  acceptance  of  this  imposition 
does  not  solve  the  major  problem  of 
our  oppression  but  only  further 
retards  its  ultimate  solution. 

In  an  attempt  to  explain  homosexuality 
among  whites  rite  writes: 

White  male  and  female 
homosexuality  can  be  viewed  as  the 
final  expression  of  their  dislike  of 
their  genetic  albinism  in  a  world 
numerically  dominated  by  colored 
people.  This  dislike  of  their 
appearance,  though  deeply 
repressed,  causes  a  negation  of  the 
act  of  self-reproduction  (sex),  in 
various  forms.  This  is  the  eventual 
origin  of  homosexuality.... 

Unlike  the  white  male,  the  Black 
male  does  not  arrive  at  the 
effeminate  bisexual  or  homosexual 
stance  from  any  deeply  repressed 
sense  of  genetic  weakness, 
inadequacy,  or  disgust,  which  I  refer 
to  as  primary  effeminacy 
(effeminacy  that  is  self-derived  and 
not  imposed  forcibly  by  others). 
Instead,  the  Black  male  arrives  at 
this  position  secondarily,  as  the 
result  of  the  imposed  power  and 
cruelty  of  the  white  male  and  totality 
of  the  white  supremacy  social  and 
political  apparatus  that  has  forced  20 
generations  of  Black  males  into 
submission. 

Sexuality  has  been  and  will  always  be  as 
variable  as  eye  color,  but  this  obviously 
eludes  Dr.  Welsing.  Her  concern  for  the 
plight  of  black  males  and  the  destruction  of 
black  homespace,  and  her  efforts  to  conjure 
resistance  and  provide  solutions  are  not 
admirable  when  placed  alongside  her 
personal,  unscientific  opinions  about 
sexuality.  Her  opinions  are  puritanical  dogma 
and  imitative  of  the  status  quo.  She  might  as 
well  say,  “God  made  Adam  and  Eve,  not 
Adam  for  Steve”  as  justification  for  her 
heterosexism.  Then  she  could  sit  and  suck 
post-plantation  cocktails  with  others  of  her 
mindset,  such  as  the  Rev.  Jerry  Falweli,  who 
is  aiso  a  rabid  heterosexist  and  a  staunch 
homophobe. 

Sex,  having  been  granted  as  the  one 
(though  limited)  area  where  Black 
males  could  express  manhood, 
became  the  area  of  behavior  where 
circular  patterns  of  escape  were 
acted  out.  Symbolically  speaking, 
attempts  were  made  to  hide  in  the 
dark  Black  vaginal  orfrice.  When 
that  closed  down,  the  white  vaginal 
orfrice  was  tried.  When  that  also 
proved  unsatisfactory  as  a  hiding 
place  or  passage  to  freedom,  Black 
and  white  anuses  were  tried.  Or  one 
might  say,  these  became  the  hoped 
for  “undercover”  railroads  to 
freedom — the  underground  railroads 
to  escape  from  the  white  man  no 
longer  being  operative. 

It  is  less  than  sophisticated  reasoning  to 
reduce  such  complexities  as  sexuality  and  its 
expression  to  the  governing  control  and 
influence  of  white  supremacy.  To  the  extent 
that  racism  has  aberrated  the  contexts  and  not 
the  sexuality  among  people  of  color  (and 
whites  as  well)  is  very  much  a  legitimate 
examination  of  sexuality.  However,  her 
attempt  to  lead  us  to  believe  that  passivity 
and  submission  in  the  context  of  racism 
causes  homosexuality  is  to  suggest  that  black 
liberation  will  somehow  eradicate  black 
homosexuality.  And,  if  such  eradication  is  to 
occur  as  a  result  of  dismantling  and 
destroying  white  supremacy,  then  what 
method(s)  will  be  employed  to  achieve  this? 
Does  black  liberation  ultimately  require  the 
confinement  or  extermination  of  black 
homosexuals?  Is  there  a  heterosexual  Similac 
that  can  be  given  to  black  infants  to  prevent 
them  from  growing  up  and  choosing  to  love 

Continued  on  page  IS 


It’s  Not  Easy  To  Be 
A  Parent 

when  you’re  considering 
coming  out  to  your  children 
. . .  when  your  lover  is  jealous 
of  your  kids. . .  when  your  'ex’ 
can’t  cope  with  your  lifestyle 
. .  .when  you  don’t  know 
other  gay  parents. 

It’s  time  to  call  for  help. 
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596  Tremont  Street,  Boston 
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SERVING  THE  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  COMMUNITY 

ELECTRICAL  WIRING 
AND  REPAIRS  BY  PAULA 


FREE  ESTIMATES 

ALL  TYPES  OF  WIRING  FROM  SIMPLE  LAMP  REPAIRS  REPAIRS  TO  MAJOR 
WIRING  JOBS  •  EXPERT  TROUBLE  TRACING  OF  PLUGS  AND  SWITCHES  NOT  WORKING 
DUE  TO  THE  WORK  OF  SHODDY  CONTRACTORS  IN  CONDO  CONSTRUCTION 
NO  JOB  TOO  SMALL  OR  TOO  FARAWAY 

24  HR.  EMERGENCY  SERVICE  WITHIN  100  MILE  RADIUS  OF  BOSTON 

•  18  YEARS  OF  EXPERIENCE  •  REFERENCES  AVAILABLE 

•  RESIDENTIAL  AND  COMMERCIAL  •  FULL  INSURANCE  COVERAGE 

1-800-383-2978  •  (508)  531-8181  •  (603)  432-8181 
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IF  THE  TWO  OF  YOU  DISAGREE  ABOUT 
THE  DECISION  TO  HAVE  A  CHILD... 

The  Fenway  Community  Health  Center  is  offering  a 
twelve-week  therapy  group  beginning  in  March  for: 

LESBIAN  COUPLES 
CONSIDERING  PARENTING 

The  group  will  deal  with  issues  that  arise  for  couples  who  disagree 
on  the  decision  to  have  a  child.  We  will  look  at  each  woman's 
individual  struggle  and  the  struggle  within  the  context  of  the  couple. 

Call  Atm  at  617-267-0900 
for  more  information  and  screening  appointment 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 


TRUE  STORIES  A  Celebration  of  Black  History  Month 


History  or  extinction? 


By  Edward  Love 

WWhen  we  look  back  over  the  hundreds 
of  years  of  the  history  of  people  of 
color  through  the  open  eyes  and  ears 
of  reality,  we  see  and  hear  many 
things.  We  hear  and  read  of  life  from  ship  to 
slavery;  from  field  hands  to  farm  owners; 
from  cotton  fields  to  college  classes;  all  of 
which  was  accomplished  through  the  sweat 
and  blood  of  very  special  people  of  color. 
They  were  men  and  women  who  saw  that 
though  they  would  be  servants  of  their  color, 
that  black  lawyer,  that  black  doctor,  or  that 
black  teacher  did  it  as  men  and  women  who 
insisted  on  the  truth  of  their  man-  and 
womanhood  and  the  respect  that  it  demands. 

If  we  look  at  our  history,  straight,  gay  or 
indifferent,  we  are  the  mighty  oak  trees  of 
people.  We  have  endured  slavery  and  the 
fields,  beatings,  lynchings,  and  racism.  The 
racism  is  still  lurking  in  the  shadows  of  our 
lives,  but  instead  of  coming  in  the  form  of 
night  riders  dressed  in  white  and  hoods  to 
cover  their  faces  it  comes  in  the  form  of 
poverty,  uneducation,  and  lack  of  marketable 
job  skills  that  pave  the  roads  to  reactionary 
crime. 

Now  most  of  society  gripes  about  the 
alarming  crime  rates,  but  let’s  look  at 
statistics.  The  cost  of  education  in  poor 
neighborhoods  is  $3,600  a  year  per  child 
where  our  counterparts  in  upper-class 
neighborhoods  receive  an  education  valued 
at  $9,600.  But  who  has  the  right  to  determine 
the  worth  of  a  child’s  education  and  her  or 
his  right  to  equal  opportunity? 

We  look  at  housing  for  the  poor  where 
statistics  show  that  low  income  families  pay 
two-thirds  of  their  annual  income  for  housing 
unfit  to  be  lived  in  by  rats  much  less  people. 
But  our  counterparts  of  higher  income 
neighborhoods  pay  1/25  of  their  income  to 
own  their  homes.  If  John  Slumlord  comes  to 
collect  rent  and  A1  and  Pat  Poverty  are  $50 
short,  it’s  a  common  scene  to  see  their  earthy 
possessions  put  in  the  streets  with  police 
protection.  But  that’s  business. 

If  A1  Poverty  robs  a  store  to  keep  his 


family  with  a  roof  over  their  heads,  that’s 
crime,  but  it’s  crime  in  reaction  to  a  crime 
imposed  by  society.  We  as  people  of 
color  equal  18  percent  of  this  country’s 
population,  but  54  percent  of  its  prison 
populations. 

This  is  Black  History  Month,  a  month  of 
pride,  honor  and  a  time  to  give  praise  to  our 
leaders.  But  look  around  you,  our  leaders  are 
dead  and  our  history  is  dying  because  of  a 
drug  genocide  that  is  targeted  at  our  poorer 
communities. 

From  birth,  the  American  dream  has  been 
instilled  in  us.  It’s  a  dream  of  everyone 
having  an  equal  chance  to  prosper  in  this 
land  of  opportunity,  but  because  of 
undereducation,  limited  job  skills  and 
poverty,  that  dream  has  literally  become  a 
pipe  dream.  The  hope,  pride  and  history  of 
people  of  color  is  going  up  in  a  puff  of 
smoke  called  crack  because  our  young  see  it 
as  the  fulfiller  of  dreams  and  and  an  equal 
opportunity  employer.  The  materialistic 
values  that  society  places  upon  us  from  birth 
are  preventing  us  from  seeing  that  we  are 
killing  our  own.  I  refuse  to  believe  that  the 
drug  problems  that  plague  our  ghettos  are 
purely  economical,  since  their  are  so  many 
millions  more  outside  of  them.  It’s  as  much 
of  a  coincidence  as  AIDS,  in  my  opinion. 

My  point  is  that  I  want  every  man,  woman, 
girl  and  boy  child  to  look  deep  inside  of 
themselves  and  ask  themselves,  do  we  want 
another  hundred  years  of  history  and  pride, 
or  will  we  end  up  like  many  of  the  great 
tribes  of  Native  Americans  in  our  country’s 
history  that  vanished? 

I  want  our  young  to  grow  into  the  mighty 
oaks  our  people  have  been  known  to  be,  the 
proud  survivors  of  a  history  we  were  not 
meant  to  be  a  part  of,  but  are.  Yes,  I  want  our 
young  to  grow  because  with  the  death  of 
every  crack  mother  or  baby,  of  every  child  to 
drugs  and  the  genocide  of  bullets  and 
violence,  a  piece  of  our  pride,  heritage,  and 
history  dies  also.  Let’s  give  black  history  not 
just  a  month,  but  a  whole  new  beginning,  one 
of  life,  not  death,  destruction,  and 


Where  have  all  our  African 


American  leaders  gone? 


An  essay  for  all  African  Americans,  in  or  out  of  prison 

By  Tiyo  Attallah  Salah-EI 


In  this  period  of  intolerable  and 
horrendous  unemployment  among 
African  Americans,  a  most  glaring  job 
vacancy  in  the  Help  Wanted  section  of 
our  community  is  the  need  for  credible  and 
competent  African  American  leaders,  men 

and  women,  in  and  out  of  prison.  The 
problem  is  not  simply  that  we  now  lack  a 
national  chieftain  with  the  heroic  stature  of 
Frederick  Douglass,  Malcolm  X  or  Martin 
Luther  King,  Jr.,  leaders  who  rose  to  the  fore 
to  fulfill  particular  needs  at  particular  times. 

Vanished  are  the 
ideologists  who 
either  made  sense 
of  integration  or, 
alternatively,  rallied 
us  to  separatism 

The  greater  concern  now  is  that  there  is  no 
one  on  the  horizon  who  appears  ready  to 
articulate  and  advance  the  interest  of  the 
masses  of  our  people  in  an  age  when  basic 
changes  are  taking  place  in  American  society 
and  transformations  of  a  truly  revolutionary 
order  are  emerging  in  the  international 
community.  Even  our  civil  rights  leaders 
have  been,  in  my  view,  bereft  of  a  vision  to 
explain  these  developments  and  seemingly 
devoid  of  the  political  and  intellectual 
resources  to  understand  them.  It  is  quite  clear 
who  speaks  of  the  rapidly  growing  forces  of 
conservatism  (ex-President  Jimmy  Carter  at 
least  claimed  to  speak  for  “Middle  America” 
in  what  he  himself  had  called  a  state  of 
“national  malaise”).  But  who  speaks  for  the 

gay' comHunitV  news 


30-plus  million  African  Americans? 

Gone  are  the  days  when  great  intellects 
could  recommend  programs  of  vocational 
education  for  people  fresh  out  of  slavery  or, 
alternatively,  to  specify  the  mission  for  a 
“Talented  Tenth”  who  could  safeguard  and 
advance  the  interests  of  the  race  as  a  whole. 
Vanished  are  the  ideologists  who  either  made 
sense  of  integration  or.  alternatively,  rallied 
us  to  separatism.  Absent  are  the  prophets 
who  used  to  assure  us  that  “We  Shall 
Overcome”  or,  alternatively,  told  us  what  we 
must  do  “If  We  Must  Die.”  Today,  most  all 
African  Americans  are  enduring  the  worst 
material  conditions  in  history  since 
Reconstruction,  but  no  one  is  coming 
forward  with  conviction,  or  programs,  to 
point  to  a  “Balm  in  Gilead.” 

It  is  not  easy  to  see  how  we  have  arrived  at 
such  a  void.  TTie  civil  rights  movement  of  the 
1960s  did  succeed  in  breaking  down  certain 
voting  and  occupational  barriers,  but  little  of 
the  change  benefited  the  masses  of  African 
Americans  whose  very  protests  and  sacrifices 
brought  the  barriers  down.  The  few  who  did 
hurdle  the  barriers  were  then  on  the  rungs  of 
the  lower-middle  class,  or  else  in  low-income 
classes,  and  often  they  have  since  strutted 
into  the  mainstream  of  middle-class 
America. 

Homes  in  suburbia,  governmental  and 
corporate  status,  a  Master  Charge  account 
and  soaking  up  the  good  life  became  the 
preeminent  symbols  of  this  new  class.  In  the 
process,  most  members  of  these  new  elites 
lost  touch  with  the  neighborhoods  and 
communities  where  racial  segregation  once 
forced  them  to  reside  (and  where  they  served 
as  positive  role  models  for  the  young.)  This 
rapid  transformation  seemed  to  reach  an 
apotheosis  some  years  ago  when  the  NAACP 
produced  its  “Black”  position  paper  on  the 
need  to  protect  the  rigjits  of  Exxon  and  the 
major  oil  companies.  Such  a  position  is 
unadulterated  nonsense.  For  these  few  elites, 
moving  out  of  the  ghettos  and  into  suburbia 

Continued  on  page  M 
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Black  gay  and  lesbian  resource  list 


CALIFORNIA 

Women  of  Color  United 

1237  Gordon  St.,  SW 

Atlanta,  GA  30310 

4159  Beta  St. 

Black  and  White  Men  Together 

San  Diego,  CA  921 13 

Third  World  AIDS  Advisory  Task  Force 

Box  1334 

Atlanta  GA,  30301 

c/o  San  Francisco  AIDS  Foundation 

54 10th  St. 

ILLINOIS 

San  Francisco,  CA  94103 

Black  Lesbian  Support  Group 
c/o  Gay  Horizons 

3227  N.  Sheffield  %  | 

Timothy  Lee  Coalition 

c/o  Valencia  Hospital 

Chicago,  IL  60657  ^  J  \ 

523A  Valencia  St. 

Committee  on  Black  Gay  Men 

POBox  7209  jf  f 

San  Francisco,  CA  941 10 

MINNESOTA 

IRUWA  v 
PO  Box  19146 
Minneapolis,  MN  55419 


MISSOURI 


Black  &  White  Men 
Together— National 
584  Castro  St.,  No.  140 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114 

Connexions 
4228  Telegraph  Ave. 

Oakland,  CA  94605 

Third  World  Lesbian  Support  Group 
Pacific  Center 
2712  Telegraph  Ave. 

Berkeley,  CA  94705 

Multi-Cultural  Lesbian  &  Gay  Studies 
415  Eshelmean  Hall,  UC  Berkeley 
Berkeley,  CA  94720 

Wimmin  of  Color  Flap  Group  x  Y. 
2025  E.  10th  St. 

Long  Beach,  CA  90804 

Natl.  Coalition  of  Black 
Lesbians  &  Gays 
c/o  James  B.  Newton  III 
4895  Deaton  Dr. 

San  Diego,  CA  92101 

Black  &  White  Men  Together—  S.F. 
2261  Market  St  No.  506 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114 

fi 

Black  Gay  &  Lesbian 
Leadership  Forum 
PO  Box  2981 2 
Los  Angeles,  CA  90027 

Gentlemen  Concerned 
PO  Box  712298 
Los  Angeles,  CA  90071 

Blackjack 
PO  Box  83515 
Los  Angeles,  CA  90083 

Bay  Area  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays 
437  Webster  St. 

San  Francisco,  CA  94117 

Black  &  White  Men  Together—  L.A. 

Suite  109-136 

7985  Santa  Monica  Blvd. 

W.  Hollywood,  CA  90046 

People  of  Color  AIDS  Survival  Effort 
3177  Ocean  View  Blvd. 

■San  Diego,  CA  921 13 
612/231-9300 

National  Minority  AIDS  Council 
5882  W.  Pico  Blvd.,  No.  210 
Los  Angeles,  CA  90019 
213/936-4949 

Ache 

PO  Box  6071 
Albany,  CA  94706 

CONNECTICUT 

Men  of  All  Colors  Together— Conn. 
PO  Box  12332 
Hartford,  CT  061 12 

FLORIDA 

Black  &  White  Men  Together— B.B. 
411  Chapel  Drive 
Tallahassee,  FL  32304 

GEORGIA 

Outreach,  Inc. 

1422  W.  Peachtree  N.E.  Suite  814 
Atlanta,  GA  30309 

GAMA/Gay  Atlanta 
Minority  Association 
PO  Box  3381 
Atlanta,  GA  30302 

Black  Women’s  Health  Project 


Chicago,  IL  60611 
312/248-5188 

Stop  AIDS  Chicago 
945  W.  George 
Chicago,  IL  60614 
312/871-3300  1 

Kupona  Network 
4611  So.  Ellis  Ave 
Chicago,  IL  60653 
312/536-3000 


:  f  sf 

ij  \l 

it  n 


% 


m  h 

Hi 


■’  w 
* 

*  ? 


'1: 

J/ 


Chicago  Coal,  of  Black 
Lesbians  &  Gays 
c/o  Max  Smith 
5633  N.Winthrop,  Suite  312 
Chicago,  IL  60660- 


Black  &  White  Men  Together— K.C. 
PO  Box  41 4705 
Kansas  City,  MO  64141 

NEW  JERSEY 

Working  Together  for  the  Needy 
22  Hal  leek  St. 

Newark,  NJ  07104 

NEW  YORK 

Gay,  Bisexual,  Lesbians  of  Color 
Cornell  University 
535  Willard  “Straight"  Hall 
Ithaca,  NY  14853 

Study  Group  on  Black  Lesbians 
c/o  Brooks  Lesbian  Herstory 
PO  Box  1258 
New  York,  NY  10001 

Salsa  Soul  Sisters 
PO  Box  1119 
New  York,  NY  10009 


INDIANA 


Black  &  White  Men  Together— Indpls. 
PO  Box  88784 
Indianapolis,  IN  46208 


Kitchen  Table:  Women  of  Color  Press 
PO  Box  908 
Latham,  NY  12110 


204  W.  20th  St.  Box  R-93 
New  York,  NY  10011 
212/243-0202 

Men  of  All  Colors  Together— N.Y. 
Box  1518  Ansonia  Station 
New  York,  NY  10023 

NORTH  CAROLINA 

Triangle  Coalition,  of  Black 
Lesbians  &  Gays 
Y  604  W.  Chapel  Hill  St. 

Durham,  NC  27701 

OHIO'  \ 

Black  &  White  Men 
Together— Cleveland 
PO  Box  5144 
Cleveland  OH  44101 

m.- 

Black  &  White  Men  Together — 
Columbus 
PO  Box  151276  % 

Columbus,  OH  43215 

Black  &  White  Men 
Together— Youngstown 
PO  Box  1346 
Youngstown,  OH  44501 

Men  of  All  Colors  Together—  Cinci 
c/o  Scott  MacLarty 

2626  Euclid  Ave.,  No„3. . - 

Cincinnati,  OH  45219  . 


PO  Box  7311 
Washington,  DC  20056 

Nubian  Womyn 

PO  80x6781  .  I 

Washington  DC  20020  If 

Sapphos  SisteiSS^’ r" 

PO  Box  26327 
Washington,  DC  20001 

National  Institute  for  Women  of  Color 
PO  Box  50583 
Washington,  DC  20004 

Third  World  Gay  Grad  Students 
c/o  The  Washington  Blade 
Box  302 

930  F  St.,  N.W.,  No.315 
Washington,  D.C.  20004 

Spectrum— See  the  Light 
Koba  Associates 
1156 15th  St.  N.W. 

Washington,  DC  20005 

Upfront 
PO  Box  2293 
Washington,  DC  20013 

Be  Bop  Books 
PO  Box  33085 


KENTUCKY 

Black  &  White  Men 
Together— Louisville 
Box 1838 

Lousisville,  KY  40201 

LOUISIANA 

Langston/Jones 
c/oKohn 
PO  Box  5061 
New  Orleans,  LA  70150 


The  Black  Lesbian 
2130  First  Ave.,  No.  2601 
New  York,  NY  10029 

Committee  of  Black  Gay  Men 
1297  Bergen  St. 

Brooklyn,  NY  11213 

:  '  ,  '  ■  ■■  ■  "  ■;  ■ 

Gay  Fathers  of  African  Descent 
Tyrone  Martin 
212/690-3756 

Gay  Men  Of  African  Descent 
PO  Box  2519 

New  York,  NY  10185-0021 
Hetrick-Martin  Institute  for  the 


Minority  Education  Committee  on  AIDS 
Ohio  Department  of  Health  r 
246  North  High  St.  s  '  > 

Columbus,  OH  43215 
614/466-5480 
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PENNSYLVANIA 


Black  &  White  Men  Together-D.C. 
PO  Box  7311 
Washington  DC  20056 

D.C.  Coalition  of  Black  Gay 
Women  and  Men 
PO  Box  50622 
Washington,  DC  2004 


National  Minority  AIDS  Council 
PO  Box  50622 
Washington,  DC  20038 
2302/544-0390 

i  ;■ 

National  Coalition  for  Black 
f'-,  Lesbians  and  Gays  i; 
Concerned  Black  Men  POBox  19248 


ADODI  PHILADELPHIA 
POBox  19312 
Kingsessing  Station 
Philadelphia,  PA  19143 


POBox  20593 
Philadelphia,  PA  11238 

Les  Femmes  Unies 
POBox  42833 
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Washington,  DC  20036 

Spectrum  Project 
c/o  Koba  Associates 


POBox  57641 

Protection  of  Lesbian  and  Gay  Youth 

Philadelphia,  PA  19101 

Washington,  DC  20005 

New  Orleans,  LA  70157 

410  West  Street 

-  ,v.  •  ■  • 

'■ 

202/328-5700 

504/529-2661 

New  York,  NY  10014 

Black  &  White  Men  Together—  Phila 

ii  ;J  ,  &  •*  ft  I  |  |  . 

POBox  42257 

WISCONSIN  | 

MARYLAND 

Other  Countries 

Philadelphia,  PA  19101 

POBox  31 42 

Black  &  White  Men  Together-Milw. 

Black  &  White  Men 

Church  St.  Station 

Black  Gay  Archives 

POBox  12292 

Together— Baltimore 

New  York,  NY  10008 

Box  30024 

Milwaukee,  WI53212 

POBox  1334 

,  •  i 

Philadelphia,  AP 19103 

Baltimore,  MD  21203 

UMOJA— People  of  Color  in  Crisis 

INTERNATIONAL 

Jon  Herrington 

Black  Gay  Archives 

Baltimore  Coalition  of  Black  Lesbians 

212/724-2800  V,  *  ' 

Box  30024 

Black  Lesbian  and  Gay 

618  W.  Franklin  St.  Apt  6 

Philadelphia,  PA  19103 

Centre  Newsletter 

Baltimore,  MD  21201 

Committee  of  Visibility  of  the 

BL6C,  Annexe  B 

Other  Black  Woman-- 

Black  Educating  Blacks  About 

Tottenham  Town  Hall 

Baltimore  Coalition  of 

c/o  Johnston 

Sexual  Health  Issues 

London  WI5YRX 

Black  Lesbians  &  Gays 

2130  First  Ave.,  No.  2601 

(BEBASHI)  ~~ 

ENGLAND 

c/o  Box  22575 

New  York,  NY  10029 

POBox  26388 

Baltimore,  MD  21203 

Philadelphia,  PA  19141 

Third  World  Women's  Publication 

Harlem  Metropolitian 

215/546-4140 

c/o  Kwame  Nkrumah  House 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Community  Church 

173  Old  Street 

POBox  574 

TENNESSEE 

London  EC1 6NJ 

Black  Men’s  Association 

New  York,  NY  10030 

England 

PO  Box  196— Astor  St. 

t 

Black  &  White  Men  Together-Memphis 

Boston,  MA  02123 

Third  World  Resource  Directory  ,/  , 

POBox  41773 

Lesbians  of  Colour 

Orbis  Books 

Memphis,  TN  38174 

PO  Box  6597,  Station  A 

Men  of  All  Colors  Together— Boston 

Maryknoll,  NY  19545  h  J 

Toronto,  ON 

GCN  Boxl 

Memphis  Black  Gay  Support 

Canada,  M5W1X9 

62  Berkeley  St. 

Conditions  !  f .  /  #  fill 

1285  Niese 

Boston  MA  021 16  // 

POBox 56  |  M  fill 

Memphis,  TN  38106 

Zami 

New  York,  NY  11215  ffj  f 

Box  7289,  Station  A 

Multicultural  AIDS  Coalition 

i'fii  f  / 

TEXAS 

Toronto,  ON 

566  Columbus  Ave. 

Haitian  Coalition  on  AIDS  *  ■  ■  ¥  ! 

Canada,  MSW 1X9 

Boston,  MA  021 16 

50  Court  St.,  Suite  605 

Men  of  All  Colors  Together-Dallas 

Brooklyn,  NY  11201 

PO  Box  190611 

PUBLICATIONS 

MICHIGAN  \  \Y 

718/855-7275 

Dallas,  TX  75219 

Black/Out 

Chieftains 

Minority  Task  Force  on  AIDS 

WASHINGTON 

POBox  19248 

Box  04183 

92  St.  Nicolas  Ave.  No.  IB 

Washington,  D.C.  20036 

Detroit,  Ml  48204 

New  York,  NY  10026 

Gay  Black  Women’s  Rap  & 

Support  Group 

Drum 

Black  &  White  Men  Together— Detroit 

Women  of  Color  Photo  History  Project 

1505  Broadway 

Ebony  Connection,  Inc. 

POBox  8831 

POBox  2651 

Seattle,  Washington  98111 

POBox  1428 

Detroit,  Ml  48224 

Peter  Stuyvesant  Station 

Austin,  TX  78767 

New  York,  NY  10009 

WASHINGTON  DC 

Detroit  Coal,  of  Black  Lesbians  &  Gays 

BLK  ')  Pili  li 

PO  Box  31 -51 77 

Third  World  Women's  Archives 

Faith  Temple 

Box  83912  i 

Detroit,  Ml  48231 

Box  159 

131 3  New  York  Ave,  N.W. 

Los  Angeles,  CA 

Brooklyn,  NY  11232 

(New  York  Ave.  Presbyterian  Church) 

90083-0912  J  / 

Our  Family 

Washington,  DC 

POBox 35361  * 

Committee  of  Outraged 

Detroit,  Ml  48235 

» \t 

Lesbians  (COOL)  ^ 

Black  &  White  Men  Together-D.C. 
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TRUE  STORIES  A  Celebration  of  Black  History  Month 


Proofreaders 

We  are  looking  for  proofreaders  for  Wednesday  nights.  If  you  are 
interested  in  proofreading  or  any  of  the  other  exciting  volunteer 
opportunities  available  at  Cay  Community  News  please  call  426-4469. 
You  could  also  stop  by  our  convenient  Back  Bay  office  in  person. 

GCN  •  62  Berkeley  Street  •  Boston,  Massachusetts  02116 


COMPUTER  HELP 

■  software  ■  hardware  ■  networks 
■  maintenance  ■  trouble-shooting 

Hosken  and  Associates  is  a  consulting  firm  specializing  in  automating 
small  business  practices  and  procedures  to  maximize  management  control.  We 
are  large  enough  to  have  wide  ranging  expertise  yet  small  enough  to  give 
your  needs  personal  attention.  Our  three  principals  have  over  thirty-five 
years  of  business  experience. 

We  know  what  it  takes  to  make  a  business  successful  and  we  help 
you  achieve  that  goal. 

HOSKEN  AND  ASSOCIATES 

8  Hillside  Street  ■  Boston,  Massachusetts  >02120 
John  Hosken  (61  7)  445-8130  ■  FAX  (61  7)  442-6439 


LYNNE  S.  BRANDON,  PH.D. 

_ FINANCIAL  MANAGEMENT _ 

SOMERVILLE,  MASSACHUSETTS  02144  •  617-776-5866 


LONG  RANGE  PLANNING,  STATE  CONTRACTING, 
BUDGETING,  STAFF  TRAINING  &  SUPERVISION, 
CONVERSION  TO  COMPUTERIZED  SYSTEMS 


Quality 

Printing 


(617)  524-6822 


Red  Sun  Press,  a  worker-controlled 
collective  and  a  union  shop,  can 
meet  your  complete  printing  needs, 
^  from  layout  to  bindery.  Call  us  for 

r*hn-n no  an  estimate  at  524-6822  Monday 

^  i  vt*  through  Friday,  9  am  to  5:30  pm. 

94  GREEN  STREET  •  JAMAICA  PLAIN,  MA  *02130 


S&G 


SANDBERG  &  GONZALEZ 


888  WASHINGTON  ST. 

DEDHAM,  MASSACHUSETTS  02026 
(61 7)  461-0098S 


LILLIAN  GONZALEZ 

CERTIFIED  PUBLIC  ACCOUNTANT 


TIRED  OF  DISCRIMINATION!? 

If  your  ability  to  keep  a  good  job,  receive  a  deserved  promotion, 
or  get  paid  at  a  level  commensurate  with  your  talents 
and  innovative  capabilities  has  been  denied 

BREAK  OUT  NOW ! 

OWNERSHIP  OF  A  SUCCESSFUL  BUSINESS  IS  THE  KEY 


Call  David  T.  Leo 

(617)  259-9836  or  800-902-7700 
Worldwide  Business  Opportunity  Center 


New  poems  by  Becky  Birtha 


B  Becky  Birtha  is  a  black  lesbian  poet 
and  short  story  writer.  She  has 
written  two  collections  of  short 
stories.  For  Nights  Like  This  One:  Stories 
of  Loving  Women  (Frog  in  the  Well,  1983) 
and  Lover’s  Choice  (Seal  Press,  1987). 

The  following  selections  are  excerpted 
from  Birtha  ’$  new  book,  The  Forbidden 
Poems,  published  this  month  by  Seal 
Press.  The  Forbidden  Poems  begins  with 
Birtha  confronting  racism  and  her 
empowerment  as  an  African  American 
woman,  and  then  explores  her  personal 
grief  over  losing  a  long-time  companion 
with  poems  that  chart  emotional 
devastation  even  as  they  suggest  a  way 
forward. 

You  can  order  The  Forbidden  Poems  by 
sending  $10.95  (plus  $2.00  shipping  and 
handling  for  one  book  and  $0.50  for  every 
book  after  that)  to  Seal  Press,  3131 
Western  Ave.,  Suite  410,  Seattle,  WA, 
98121-1028. 


Cast  of  Many  Colors 

I  flaunt  my  colors 

bright  in  my  face 
intone  them  in 
traces  my 
tongue  retains 
my  features  full 
of  my  brownskin  self 
these  closecropped 
kinky  curls 
all  of  me 
raw 

I  wear  the  labyris 

and  the  little  finger  ring 
the  double  sign  of  venus 
dress  in  lavender 
the  black  the  red  the  green 
wrap  my  head  in  fecund  prints 
carry 

the  kente  cloth 

I  came  by  the  strength  of 
survivors, 

of  west  African,  shanty  Irish 
Catawba  and  Cherokee  nations 
my  given  name  a  taken  name 
rebirth 
birthroot 

taken  for  freedom  times 

I  go  by  all  my  names 
third  world 
black 

woman  of  color 
sister/hermana 
afroamericana  la 
negra  la 
lesbiana 

I  fasten  the  words  across  my  heart 
raise  placards 
carry  banners 
I  raise 

my  voice  and  my 
clenched  fist  lift 
my  eyes  and  I  see 
visions 

GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS  • 


I  am  the  chosen  one: 

I  have  chosen  to  be  myself. 

South  Street 

I  learned  how  to  walk  down  South  Street  now 
walk  like  I  got  some  pride 
take  a  long  stride 

let  my  hands  swing  free  at  my  sides 
lift  my  chin  up  high  and  keep  my  mind  on 
gettin  where  I’m  goin. 

And  all  them  men  hangin  out  on  the  corner  by  the  bar 
don’t  faze  me  none. 

I  look  em  dead 
in  the  eye. 

Be  the  first  one  to  speak — 

Evenin. 

Mornin. 

Afternoon — 
and  walk  on  past. 

They  don’t  mess  with  me. 

I  take 
up 

some  space  and 
cover 

me  some  ground 

Yall  better  look  out,  cause  I 

learned 

how  to  walk  down 
South  Street. 


Plumstone 

eating  a  plum 

I  tongue  the  tight  skin 

drawn  seam 

that  halves  this  globed 

whole  in  two 

it’s  midnight 

blue  outside 

but  when  I  bite  in 

bursting 

with  wet  red  flesh 

the  juice  dripping  down 

my  fingers  sweet 

sticky  sticky 

sweet  pulp 

engorged  I 

fill  my  mouth 

eat  it  down 

eat  it  down 

all  the  way  to  the 

plumstone. 

There  Are  No  Trees  In  China 

— There  are  no  trees  in  China — 

Elsa  says.  She  has  just  returned. 

We  sit 

at  the  top  of  Bald  Hill 
look  out  across  a  valley  to 
another  forested  mountainside. 

— There  are  not  trees  in  China 
no  wilderness. 

All  of  the  land  is  either  crops  or  homes, 
at  least,  in  the  parts  of  China  I  was  shown. 

There  are — she  says — no  houseflies  in  China. 
Some  years  ago,  there  was  a  great  campaign 
in  which 

the  houseflies  all  were  killed — 

But  I  have  heard 

there  are  no  rich  in  China 

no  bosses  over  factories 

no  exploitation  of  women’s  bodies,  as  here 

no  drug  abuse,  addiction 

all  of  the  people  wear  pants 

quilted  jackets 

and  sensible  cotton  shoes 

— Yes — she  says— yes,  but 
there  are  no  birds  in  China. 

They  ate  the  crops. 

The  people  didn’t  want  them. 

Just  as  it  was 
with  the  houseflies — 

Around  us  there  is  green 
in  every  direction 
the  thick  tall  grasses 
the  wooded  mountainside 

and  surely  some  subtle  balance 

would  be 

upset 

by  the  absence  of  small  birds. 

I  remember  I  have  read: 

There  are  no  homosexuals  in  China. 

It  was  written  with  pride. 

It  was  only  one  of  many 
problems  that  had  been  solved. 
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Opening  New  Doors . . . . 
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The  Fenway  Community  Health  Center 

is  proud  to  announce 


The  Grand  Opening 
Of  Our  New  Facility 


7  Haviland  Street,  Boston 
March  1  &  2, 1 991 

Please  join  the  community  in  celebration 


Friday  March  1 
10:30  a.m. 


Saturday  March  2 
11:00  a.m.  -  4:00  p.m. 


Saturday  March  2 
9:00  p.m.  - 1:00  a.m. 


Official  Opening 
Ceremonies  and 
Ribbon  Cutting 

Featuring: 

Urvashi  Vaid,  Executive  Director, 
National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force 

Cleve  Jones,  Founder,  NAMES  Project 


Street  Fair 

For  A  Winter’s  Day 

A  complementary  community  meal 
hosted  by  EMW  Caterers. 

Continuous  tours  of  the  building. 

Entertainment  by  the  Swinging 
Sueidines,  an  all-women's  band. 

Music!  Merriment!  Massage! 


Dancing  Through 
The  Decades 

In  Celebration  of  Fenway's  20th 
Anniversary,  A  Thank  You  Dance  for 
the  Lesbian  and  Cay  Community. 

Boston  City  Hall 
DJ  -  Maryalice 

Tickets:  $5.00 

Available  at  New  Words,  Glad  Day, 
Metropolitan  Health  Club,  Arborway 
Video  &  at  the  door. 


COMMUNITY  GUIDE 


ACCOMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgerty  Road 
Boston.  M A  021  IS 
(617)  267-2262 

ACUPUNCTURE 

JAMES  F.LEATH.R.  Ac. 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somervlle  Ave. 
Somerville,  MA 
Porter  Square  T 
(617)628-9547 

ALCOHOL/DRUG 

TREATMENT 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
332  Newbury  St. 

Boston.  M A  02115 
(617)  267-0900 

SPOFFORD  HALL 
Route  9A 

Spoflord,  NH  03462 
(603)  363-4545 

AUTO  BODY 

Did  you  know  you  are  not 
required  to  have  your  car 
repaired  at  an  insurance 
recommended  repair  ah  op? 
JACK'S  AUTOBODY 
guarantees  all  work  for  2 
years.  Come  see  us  for  ail  of 
your  aufo  needs  (617)  320- 
9835,  9-6  M-F 

BICYCLES 

BROADWAY  BICYCLE 

SCHOOL 

351  Broadway 

Cambridge,  MA 

(617)  868-3392 

T.  W,  F,  Sat:  10-6,  Th:  12-8 

•Repairs  ‘Parts  "Work  space 

BOOKS 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 

673  Boylston  St. 

Boston,  M A  02108 
(617)267-3010 

NEW  WORDS:  A  WOMEN'S 
BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-5310 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  RITA  L  FIELD, 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Ave. 
Somerville,  MA  02143 
(617)628-9547 

DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 

375  Harvard  St. 

Brookiine,  M A  02146 
(617)  232-7200 

CLEANING 

SERVICES 

ARTHUR'S  CLEANING 
SERVICE 

Commercial  &  Residential 
Boston,  Subuibia  Upper  and 
Lower  Cape  Cod 
1-617-669-8629  Message 
24  Hour  Beeper  Service 
1-617-230-8067  Display 
Excellent  References  - 
I  do  windowsl 

CLEAN  SWEEP 

Residential  cleaning 
Cambridge/Somerville 
References  available 
(617)623-0266 

THE  CLEANING  CREW 

General  cleaning 
Odd  jobs.  References 
Bonded,  Insured 
(508)  657-4894 

COMPUTER 

SERVICES 

HOSKEN  &  ASSOCIATES 

•  Software  •  Hardware 
Networks  •  Maintenance 

•  Trouble-shooting 
(617)  445-8130  Anytime 

RON'S  HYPERTYPER 

Creative  desktop  publishing/ 
word  processing.  Make  your 
resumes,  manuscripts  and 
flyers  shine.  (617)628-9096 


COUNSELING 

EATING  DISORDERS 
VALERY  ROCKWELL, 

M.Ed.  Anorexia,  Bulimia. 
Compulsive  Eating 
Ongoing  group  for 
lesbians  and  bisexual 
women.  Individual  therapy 
Couple  therapy 
(617)  492-7843 

MIRIAM  ROSENBERG, 

M.D.,  PhD 

Child  and  Adult  Psychiatry 
20  yrs.  serving  lesbians,  gay 
men  and  their  children 
(506)  358-7512 
Close  to  BoGton 

FOUNDATIONS 
Newton  Centre, Tim  Rodden, 
MDiv  -  547-5338,  Mark 
Crosby;  MDiv  -  944-3341, 
Gay  affirmative  Pastoral 
counseling/  Psychotherapy 

DEBRA  B.  TRUSKINOFF, 
UCSW 

Indiv,  couples,  groups  -  For 
recovery  from  abuse,  shame, 
incest,  addictions,  losses 
Belmont/Brighton  484-1553 

FRAMINGHAM 

COUNSELING 

COLLABORATIVE 

254A  Cochituate  Rd.  Rte.  30 
Framingham,  MA  01701 
(508)  626-0133 

ANDOVER 
PSYCHOTHERAPY 
Gerald  Malison,  LICSW 
Jayna  Klatzker,  LICSW 
(508)  475-6950 

BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 

1368  Beacon  St.,  Suite  109 
Boston,  MA  02146 
(617)  739-7860 

STEPHEN  HARRINGTON, 

M.A.  6  Bigelow  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)491-0968 
Counseling  for  lesbians  &  gay 
men,  individuals  &  couples 

JOURNEYWOMEN 

A  feminist  psychotherapy 
collective 

240A  Elm  St„  Davis  Sq. 
Somerville,  MA  02144 
(617)  776-9232 

MAREA  MURRAY,  UCSW 

Kenmore  Healing  Arts 
(617)  267-6525 
Recovery/ACOA,  HIV/  AIDS 
Issues,  gay/leeblan  sexuality 

ROHRBAUGH  ASSOCIATES 

929  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Cambridge,  MA02139 
(617)876:6110 
Insurance  Accepted,  Fees 
Negotiable 

TAPESTRY,  INC 
20  Sacramento  St. 
CAthbridge,  MA 
(617)661-0248 

WINGS  THERAPY 
COLLECTIVE 

60  1/2  Sacramento  St. 
Cambridge,  M  A  021 38 
(617)876-8438 

WOMENS  COUNSELING 
ASSOCIATES  OF 
SUDBURY  VALLEY 
Psychotherapy  sendees 
for  Metro-West  Lesbians 
(508)443-2329 

DENTISTRY 

DR  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR  PAULGROIPEN 
DR  KIRK  BANKHEAD 
1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 

Hyde  Park.  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

DR  JOHN  BARNA 

581  Boylston  St.  4th  floor 
Boston,  MA02199 
(617)353-1500 

ELECTRICIANS 

ELECTRICAL  WIRING  A 
REPAIR  BY  PAULA 

Peabody,  MA  24-hr.  service 
1-800-383-2978 
M  A  Be#  A7299  •  NH  lie#  3697 
ME  lic#3269  D/B/A  P.Walach 


FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES 
FLORAL  DESIGN 

12  ML  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Square,  MA 
(617)  926-4289 

FUNCTIONS 
AT  YOUR  SERVICE 
Formal  dinners,  fundraisers, 
cocktal  parties,  business 
functions,  joining/union 
ceremonies 
(508)  689-0217 

GRAPHIC  DESIGN/ 

DESKTOP 

PUBLISHING 

GAY  COMMUNITY 
NEWS  DESKTOP 
PUBLISHING  SERVICE 
62  Beikeley  St. 

Boston,  MA  021 16 

call  Wayne:  (617)  353-1925 

Adrianna :  (617)  426-4469 

HAIR  SALONS 

B.  CUMMINGS 
309  Shawmut  Ave. 

Boston,  M  A  02118 
(617)338-5356 
Wed.-Sat.  10-6 

UNEAR  HAIR  DESIGN 

55  Dartmouth  St,  Boston 
We  carry  the  complete  Aveda 
Aroma  Therapy  Hair,  Skin 
care  and  Make-up  line 
Tues.  and  Sat.  9-5  Wed.-Fri. 
9-9  Walk-in  or  appt.  247-0202 

HEALTH 

BOSTON  HEALTH 
ASSOCIATES 
Holistic  Health  Referral 
Sen/ice  Psychotherapy, 
Bodywork,  Movement, 
Nutrition  and  Spiritual 
Counseling 

(617)  266-8122,  M-Th,  12-7 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

16  Haviland  St.,  Boston,  MA 
(Medical  Center  and  HIV 
Outpatient  Clinic:  267-7573) 

&  93  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Boston,  MA  (Mental  Health, 
Research,  Community 
Services:  267-0900) 

FEMINIST  HEALTH 
CENTER  OF  PORTSMOUTH 
STD  clinic  for  men  and 
women  Mon.  eves.:  free 
anon.,  HIV  counseling  & 
testing.  (603)436-7588 
232  Court  St 
Portsmouth,  NH  03801 

DR  DAVID  A.  RUSSELL 

A  gay  physician  specializing 
In  health  care  for  the  gay  & 
lesbian  community 
142  Berkeley  Si.  at  Columbus 
Ave.  (617)  247-7555 

HOUSEKEEPING 

CLEAN  UP  YOUR  ACT 

Housekeeping  Service 
Weekly,  bi-weekly,  monthly 
and  special  occasions 
(617)  776-2271 

INSURANCE 

DAVID  L  COLONS,  CLU 
Congress  St„  PO  Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 
1-800-352-3185 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 

40  Hampshire  St. 

Lawrence,  MA  01840 
(508)  683-7676 

JOB  COUNSELING 

Help  from  hands-on  public/ 
private  sector  executive- 
business  owner-author-film/ 
comm'ls  actor.  Free  brochure 
A  introductory  session. 
Cambridge/  Boston 
(617)  863-8448 


LAWYERS 

ATTORNEY  FRANK  R 
MICKELSON 
8  Faneuil  Hall 
Marketplace  5th  FI.  Loft 
Boston,  MA  (617)  367-0414 


PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)524-6822 

REAL  ESTATE 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES 
REAL  ESTATE 
Ful  Service  Brokerage: 

Midge  Balefle,  Barry  Wing 
726  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-0020 

PLEASANT  REALTY 

713  Centre  St 
Boston ,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-4600 
Trisha  Solio,  Janet  Deegan 

RELIGIOUS 

ORGANIZATIONS 

AM  TIKVA 

Boston's  Community  of 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Jews 
PO  Box  11,  Cambridge,  MA 
02238  Events  phone: 

(617)  926-2536 

RESTAURANTS 

DOWNTOWN  CAFE 

12LaGrangeSt.  in 
Downtown  Boston 
(617)338-7037 

RETAIL 

CRONES'  HARVEST 

761  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  983-9530 
TTY-TTD  9529 
M-S  10-7,  Su.  12-6 

TAXES/ AUDITING/ 
BOOKKEEPING/ 
FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

ULUAN  GONZALEZ 

Certified  Public  Accountant 
126  State  St. 

Boston,  MA  02109 
(617)523-1060 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 

Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  Rain,  MA 
02130(617)524-7565 

WHOLISTIC 

HEALTH 

SERVICES 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

Acupuncture,  Chiropractic, 
Massage  &  Polarity 
338  Newbury  Street 
Boston.  MA  (617)  267-0900 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 

76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
(617)  482-2900 

PTOWNS  BRADFORD 
GARDENS  INN 

Private  baths,  Fireplaces,  Full 
breakfast,  Cottages,  1  block 
to  beach,  5  min  walk  to  shops 
(508)  487-1616 


WOMEN'S  NIGHT 
CLUBS 

INDIGO  -  A  Club  for  Women 

823  Main  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)497-7200  Th.4,PM-2 
AM,  F  4  PM-2  AM,  Sat.  9  PM- 
2  AM,  Sun.  9  PM-1  AM 


To  get  your  listing 
In  the  Community 
Guide  call  Trlxl  at 
(617)  426-4469 
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Activist 

Continued  from  page  7 


September  of  the  same  year)  and  “riots”  in 
Watts  (Los  Angeles,  Calif.)  and  Detroit  in 
1965. 

I  graduated  from  a  small  private  college 
preparatory  day  school  called  Buckingham 
in  Cambridge,  as  the  result  of  liberal 
generosity  from  a  program  called  “A  Better 
Chance.”  I  was  the  first  black  person  to 
graduate  in  nearly  100  years  of  the  school’s 
existence.  The  decision  that  I  would  attend 
this  school  was  made  by  my  parents  without 
consulting  me:  it  represented  a  “tremendous 
opportunity”  and  the  fulfillment  of  fantasies 
both  of  them  held,  as  working  class 
individuals  who  had  climbed  into  a  middle- 
class  professional  identity.  I  endured  daily 
indignities  from  the  subtle  brand  of  racism 
that  was  peculiar  to  the  North:  not  being 
invited  to  the  senior  class  dinner,  not  being 
given  any  academic  honors  (which  I 
deserved)  at  graduation,  treated  as  some 
strange  intelligent  black  freak.  Despite  the 
intensely  clear  emotional  and  intuitive 
perceptions  of  the  racism  in  my  daily 
experience,  I  did  not  have  the  conscious 
awareness  or  the  language  to  name  my 
oppression. 

My  first  self-directed  activism  occurred  at 
Vassar  College,  where  I  was  one  of  six  black 
freshmen  in  the  fall  of  1967.  We  formed  a 
Students  Afro-American  Society.  Our 
expressions  of  pride  that  first  year  came  in 
the  form  of  a  stage  production,  entitled 
Watch  the  Man  and  a  gospel  choir.  Watch  the 
Man  was  based  on  the  book.  Rivers  of  Blood, 
Years  of  Darkness,  the  official  report  on  the 
causes  of  the  Watts  Uprising. 

At  this  point,  we  were  content  to  simply 
delight  in  die  company  of  each  other  as  black 
women.  Actively  pursuing  specific  outcomes 
from  the  college  had  not  yet  become  a 
concern.  All  that  changed  on  April  4,  1968, 
when  Martin  Luther  King,  Jr.,  was 
assassinated.  Like  many  black  people  at  the 
time,  I  think  we  shared  a  tremendous  outrage 
that  a  man  who  had  espoused  non-violence 
had  come  to  such  a  brutal  death.  No  longer 
willing  to  remain  passive,  we  demanded 
from  the  college  a  greater  number  of  black 
women  in  the  next  freshmen  class,  an 
African-American  history  curriculum,  and  a 
designation  of  one  of  the  dormitories  as  a 
“black  house.”  When  the  administration  used 
the  excuse  that  they  couldn’t  find  enough 
“qualified”  black  applicants,  we  enlisted  the 
help  of  black  service  sororities  around  the 
country  to  locate  appropriate  students.  We 
flooded  the  college  with  outstanding 
applications  (resulting  in  25  black  freshmen 
in  each  of  the  next  two  years). 

In  May  of  1969,  when  the  college  officials 
rejected  our  proposal  that  the  campus  be 
opened  up  for  a  summer  program  for  black 
youth  from  Poughkeepsie  and  that  a  satellite 
campus  be  established  in  the  black 
community,  the  black  women  occupied  the 
Administration  Building.  While  this  story 
did  make  the  New  York  Times,  it  still  was  not 
reported  with  the  same  attention  that  similar 
campus  actions  in  the  anti-war  era  of  the 
’70s  received. 

Frustrated  by  the  situation  at  Vassar,  I 
dropped  out  and  went  to  New  York  City, 
where  I  joined  National  Black  Theater,  a 
black  nationalist  theater  troupe  that 
performed  pieces  with  a  strong  message  of 
liberation.  Ideology  classes  were  as 
important  as  acting  techniques,  and  the 
group  functioned  as  a  collective  under  the 
guidance  of  Barbara  Ann  Teer.  Non- 
traditional  pieces  exhorted  audiences  to 
"Regain  Our  Strength  and  Reclaim  Our 
Power”  in  a  blend  of  music  and  narrative 
reminiscent  of  black  churches.  In  addition  to 
performances,  the  theater  offered  Sunday 
afternoon  symposia  (where  local  artists  and 
leaders  could  share  their  efforts  with  the 
community)  and  community  events  (such  as 
the  annual  Harambee  Bazaar),  that 
introduced  basic  community  organizing 
tactics  such  as  door-to-door  canvassing  and 
leafleting. 

All  of  my  activism  to  this  point  had  been 
focused  on  my  black  identity  at  the  cost  of 
my  emerging  feminist  and  lesbian 
consciousness.  Women  participating  in  the 
Civil  Rights  Movement  were  often  relegated 
to  making  the  coffee  while  men  held  the 
ideological  discussions  and  gay  men  and 
lesbians  were  invisible  altogether.  In  an 
effort  to  address  my  growing  rage  at  the 
sexism  in  the  black  nationalist  organizations, 

I  joined  the  National  Black  Feminist 
Organization  in  1972.  Feminism  was  seen  as 
an  anathema  created  by  white  witches  to 
castrate  black  men.  Guilty  by  association,  I 
was  isolated  from  the  black  nationalists  once 
I  identified  myself  as  a  feminist 

I  had  learned  the  importance  of  hiding  my 
lesbian  identity  when  I  was  locked  up  in  a 
psychiatric  hospital  by  my  parents  at  age  16 
after  they  found  me  in  bed  with  my  first 
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female  lover.  I  had  quickly  learned  to  play 
the  games  that  would  prevent  any  chance  of 
that  nightmare  recurring.  Psychiatrists  of  that 
era  were  convinced  that  homosexuality  was 
an  aberration  and  went  to  tremendous 
lengths  (including  psycho-pharmacology)  to 
help  me  “recover.”  Although  I  moved  to  Los 
Angeles  in  1973  specifically  to  escape  the 
repressive  racist  police  of  New  York,  I  also 
discovered  in  LA  the  first  real  acceptance  of 
my  lesbian  identity. 

“Coming  out”  is  usually  defined  as  that 
point  when  a  woman  identifies  to  herself  that 
she  is  a  lesbian.  While  I  had  reached  that 
landmark  at  the  age  of  16,  the  oppression  I 
had  experienced  led  me  to  find  some 
measure  of  safety  “in  the  closet.”  This  was 
shattered  in  1978,  when  Proposition  6 — a 
California  voter  referendum,  nicknamed  the 
“Briggs  Initiative”  after  its  author,  which 
would  have  allowed  termination  of  any 
openly  gay  schoolteacher  or  person  who 
supported  the  rights  of  gay  people — was 
placed  on  the  ballot  in  California.  At  that 
time,  ironically,  I  was  working  for  the  Fair 
Employment  Practices  Commission,  a  state 
agency  modeled  after  the  Federal  Equal 
Employment  Opportunity  Commission.  My 
job  was  to  investigate  complaints  of 
discrimination  in  housing  and  employment 
on  the  basis  of  race,  religion,  marital  status, 
physical  handicap,  etc.  However,  when  my 
supervisor  learned  that  I  was  not  only  a 
lesbian  but  also  openly  working  on  the  Anti- 
Briggs  Coalition,  my  performance  suddenly 
became  suspect  and  I  was  eventually  forced 
to  resign. 

One  of  the  saddest  realities  for  me  of  my 
lesbian  activism  was  that  it  truly  divorced 
me  from  the  black  community  with  its  overt 
homophobic  values.  The  only  other  black 
lesbians  I  saw  were  rare  islands  in  a  sea  of 
white  faces,  many  of  whom  wounded  me 
even  more  with  their  unconscious  racism. 
For  example,  I  got  sick  and  tired  of  listening 
to  white  women  exclaim  over  how  articulate 
I  am,  in  the  same  tone  of  voice  that  is 
generally  reserved  for  discussions  of  trained 
chimpanzees.  I  joined  the  Los  Angeles 
Women’s  Community  Chorus,  a  collective 
organization  composed  of  both  lesbians  and 
straight  women.  At  my  first  rehearsal,  I  was 
subjected  to  an  incredibly  racist  assault  in 
the  form  of  a  skit  by  a  group  committed  to 
inclusivity  of  all  women.  As  a  lesbian,  I  felt 
attacked  because  of  my  blackness  once 
more.  It  was  also  interesting  to  notice  how 
the  lesbians  of  color  in  the  chorus  were  the 
ones  to  advocate  for  bi-lingual  introductions 
and  sign  language  interpretation  of  our 
concerts,  when  these  accommodations  were 
seat  as  excessive  by  the  white  lesbians. 

But  like  a  bird  freed  from  the  confines  of  a 
cage,  I  could  never  look  back.  I  made  a 
decision  when  I  left  my  job  at  the  Fair 
Employment  Practices  Commission  not  to 
hide  any  part  of  my  identity.  I  had  already 
lost  family,  friends,  and  my  job,  so  it  was 
preferable  to  be  honest  with  myself  rather 
than  trying  to  live  a  lie.  I  had  to  be  proud  of 
all  of  who  I  am.  I  still  had  one  more  closet  to 
escape,  however.  Physically  disabled  since 
rheumatic  fever  attacked  my  body  at  age  13, 
I  had  always  prided  myself  on  the  fact  that  I 
wasn’t  different  from  my  able-bodied  peas. 
In  1982.  I  attended  a  meeting  of  disability 
rights  activists  in  San  Diego  and  realized  1 
had  totally  bought  into  the  oppression  of 
disabled  people. 

Somewhere  in  that  time  period  an 
important  light  clicked  on  in  my 
consciousness.  I  stopped  focusing  on  single 
issues  and  began  to  realize  that  the  solution 
was  not  the  elimination  of  individual  forms 
of  oppression.  I  finally  realized  that  as  long 
as  any  one  person  was  oppressed,  the 
potential  remained  for  all  of  us  to  be 
oppressed.  I  recognized  that  the  white 
heterosexual  able-bodied  men  in  control 
benefitted  from  the  splintering  of  energy  that 
resulted  from  each  group  trying  to 
individually  eliminate  the  oppression  it  was 
experiencing.  My  activism  shifted  from 
joining  single-issue  causes  to  making 
connections  and  building  coalitions. 

As  example  of  how  I  implemented  this  on 
a  daily  level  was  that  I  was  a  volunteer 
accompaniment  counselor  for  the  Rosa  Parks 
Sexual  Assault  Crisis  Center,  which  included 
a  rape  response  hotline.  From  the  first 
training  session,  I  made  a  point  of  pushing 
the  other  volunteers,  all  black  women 
(principally  from  the  local  black  churches), 
in  the  areas  of  homophobia  and  ableism.  I 
was  a  visible  challenge  to  their  stereotyped 
assumptions.  I  have  carried  this  message  in 
my  writing  as  well  as  in  my  performance  art, 
calling  on  my  training  with  National  Black 
Theater  to  integrate  art  and  politics.  Another 
example  of  the  bridge-building  in  my  work 
is  my  performance  piece,  “Tri-Sections,” 
which  weaves  anti-militarism  and  ecological 
themes  into  a  tapestry  depicting  my  life  as  a 
black  lesbian  with  disabilities. 

Recently  I  spoke  on  the  subject  of 
Continued  on  page  IS 
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intelligent  or  that  my  skin  was  brown,  I 
would  have  understood.  But  “bright?” 
“colored?”;  that  definitely  sounded  like  a 
picture  tube,  not  a  person.  I  actually  find  it 
quite  amazing  that  at  the  time  I  had  no  idea 
that  the  color  they  were  talking  about  was 
my  skin.  I  guess  I  really  was  much  too 
literal. 

I  can  also  remember  securing  from  my 
pediatrician,  Dr.  Smith  (his  real  name),  what 
I  thought  was  the  guarantee  that  “growing  up 
to  be  anything  I  wanted”  included  becoming 
a  boy.  Since  I  was  only  three  years  old.  I’m 
sure  he  didn’t  think  I  really  knew  what  I  was 
talking  about,  or  rather  that  it  was  not 
necessary  to  explain  to  me  why  such  a  wish 
was  not  possible,  or  even  desirable.  Since 
then,  of  course,  I  have  had  less  painless 
experiences  that  have  played  a  part  in 
forming  my  identity  and  I  like  to  think  of  my 
identity  as  a  strong  one. 

After  coming  to  GCN  in  Boston, 
however,  I  have  doubted  my  right  to  speak  as 
a  woman  of  color.  Back  in  June  I  wrote  a 
review  of  Sandra  Bernhard’s  Without  You  I’m 
Nothing.  ( GCN  Vol.  18,  No.  1).  This  came 
after  some  deliberation.  I  wanted  to  write 
about  the  race  issues  in  the  film  as  I  saw 
them,  but  felt  paralyzed  by  the  looming  fact 
that  I  was  writing  as  “a  black  woman,” 
something  that  had  taken  on  a  much  greater 
significance.  Not  growing  up  as  part  of  a 
black  community,  I  suddenly  felt  that  I 
wasn’t  really  black.  I  felt  inadequate.  Who 
was  /  to  be  writing  as  a  representative  of  the 
black  community?  I  suddenly  wished  that 
there  were  some  special  hat  I  could  don 
which  would  give  me  real  “black  status”  and 
thus  enable  me  to  write  with  the  proper 
politics.  If  I  could  only  get  in  tune  with  the 
black  part  of  me  that  was  so  inconspicuous 
to  others  in  my  day-to-day  existence,  then  I 
could  certainly  write  this  review  from  the 
perspective  of  a  black  woman. 

What  I  finally  realized  was  that  I  needn’t 
speak  for  “the  black  community.”  I  am  a 
black  woman  and  have  lived  all  of  my  years 
as  one.  My  experiences  have  been  those  of 
one  black  woman  and  if  I  have  politics  (and 
everyone  does),  then  they  are  black  politics. 
If  someone  thinks  my  experiences  are  not 
what  black  experiences  are,  I  can  only  ask 
exactly  what  does  that  mean?  I’m  afraid  I  do 
not  like  the  implications. 

For  many  people,  black  politics  seem  to 
mean  a  certain  thing  and  divergence  from 
these  set  ideas  is  either  racism  on  the  part  of 
white  people  ,  or  self-hating  if  it’s  a  person 
of  color.  Implying  that  every  black  person 
has  had  the  same  experiences  or  thinks  the 
same  thoughts  is  far  more  racist,  in  my 
opinion.  Unfortunately,  this  feeling  of  not 
being  black  enough  is  constantly  reinforced 
by  some  members  of  “the  progressive 
community.” 

I  was  the  only  black  person  at  a  meeting 
last  fall  and  I  was,  as  I  often  am,  very  quiet.  I 
actually  had  someone  come  up  to  me  after 
the  meeting  and  say,  “Excuse  me  but  at  a 
certain  point  when  I  was  speaking,  I  noticed 
that  you  moved  a  certain  way.”  Noting  the 
puzzled  expression  on  my  face  (Moved?  I 
imagined  that  I  moved  at  more  than  one 
point  during  the  two-hour  meeting),  she 
explained  further.  “It  seemed  that  you  had 
something  to  say  and  I  wanted  to  make  sure 
that  you  got  a  chance.”  I  felt  like  I  was  at  an 
auction  and  had  unwittingly  made  a  really 
unattractive  and  expensive  purchase  because 
of  a  facial  twitch. 

While  I  think  of  myself  as  an  intelligent 
person  with  something  useful  to  say  from 
time  to  time,  I  wondered  how  word  of  this 
had  spread  to  this  woman  I  had  never  spoken 
to  in  my  life.  How  flattering  to  take  me  aside 
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and  ask  for  my  pearls  of  wisdom.  She  was 
very  much  interested  in  my  insights  about 
the  meeting.  While  I  could  forgive  this  well 
meaning,  albeit  awkward  gesture,  I  can  not 
forgive  the  speed  with  which  her  interest 
disappeared  when  she  realized  I  wasn’t 
saying  what  she  wanted  to  hear.  I  was  not 
educating  her  on  the  “Black  Perspective.” 

Queers  of  color  are  a  hot  commodity 
nowadays,  but  I  do  not  strictly  fit  that 
definition — it  gets  more  complicated.  I  am  a 
biracial  queer  raised  by  white  working-class 
parents  in  a  small  town.  I  am  also  an  artist 
which,  I  imagine,  fucks  it  up  just  a  little  bit 
more.  So  progressives  seeking  diversity  and 
using  preconceived  notions  about  what  that 
means  are  soon  disappointed.  It  often  leads 
me  to  feel  people  are  seeking  a  pretense  of 
diversity  rather  than  true  diversity. 

For  instance,  it  took  me  moving  to  the 
progressive  lesbian  and  gay  community  to 
hear  something  as  stupid  as  “Well,  he  might 
be  working  class,  but  he  doesn’t  have 
working  class  politics...”  Using  this  model,  I 
began  to  see  exactly  how  I  could  be  black 
and  not  have  black  politics.  While  I 
understand  the  importance  of  Political 
Correctness,  people  are  applying  the  axioms 
of  PC  without  stopping  to  examine  their 
appropriateness  for  the  specific  situation.  I’m 
sure  that  I  am  not  the  only  person  to  have 
ever  been  offended  or  embarrassed  all  for  the 
sake  of  what’s  supposed  to  be  inclusivity. 
True  diversity  can  be  achieved  by  judging 
each  person  on  his  or  her  merits. 

I  suddenly  wished 
that  there  were  some 
special  hat  I  could  don 
which  would  give  me 
real  “black status”  and 
thus  enable  me  to  write 
with  the  proper  politics. 

If  people  “on  my  side”  can  function  with 
what  I  see  as  a  mistaken  interpretation  of 
what  political  correct  behavior  should  be, 
and  can  achieve ,  it’s  not  so  difficult  to  see 
how  conservative  bigots  can  use  these 
mistakes  to  support  their  fascist  agenda  in 
the  guise  of  defending  the  First  Amendment, 
calling  political  correctness  “thought 
policing”  as  in  a  recent  Newsweek  article 
(see  GCN  Vol.  18,  No.  30).  The  fact  is, 
people  don’t  all  have  to  think  the  same  way, 
to  blindly  adhere  to  a  very  rigid  guideline  of 
behavior,  to  avoid  being  offensive,  hurtful  or 
oppressive. 

But  perhaps  I  am  looking  for  a  perfect 
world?  In  the  end,  the  only  thing  I  can  do  is 
write  from  my  own  individual  perspective.  I 
can’t  claim  to  represent  any  group,  but  even 
without  this  feeling  of  belonging,  I  want  my 
voice  to  be  heard.  I  have  told  myself  a 
number  of  times  lately  that  I  am  not  cut  out 
for  “political  work,”  or  the  “political  world.” 
I  cannot  reconcile  the  black  and  white 
(please  pardon  the  expression),  clearly 
delineated  matter-of-factness  necessary  for 
furthering  “the  cause.”  I  feel  once  again  that 
I  am  starting  school  and  not  on  anyone’s  list. 
People  keep  asking  me  my  name  and  I  can’t 
tell  them  the  right  name  to  gain  admittance. 
They  don’t  know  who  I  am,  and  they  don’t 
know  where  I  belong.  But  this  time  I’m  the 
only  one  who  can  tell  them,  because  if  they 
asked  my  mother  they’d  be  even  more 
confused.  Maybe  that’s  reason  enough  for 
me  to  think  about  sticking  around.  □ 

Leaders 
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was  “moving  on  up.” 

Where  did  we  go  wrong?  Scholars  of 
African  American  history  will  one  day 
provide  a  definitive  answer  to  that  question. 
In  the  meantime,  we  who  are  here  (both  in 
and  out  of  prison)  must  find  the  answer  to 
the  need  for  leadership,  whether  that  means 
one  leader  or  a  host  of  specialized  leaders. 
As  soon  as  such  leaders  are  found,  let  us 
move  swiftly  to  support  and  protect  them. 
What  is  mostly  a  “malaise”  for  some  has 
become  a  depression  that  has  turned  into  a 
nightmare  for  African  Americans,  especially 
for  our  youth,  who  see  no  hope  and  no  one  to 
follow  into  tomorrow. 

Has  not  some  sister,  somewhere,  given 
birth  to  the  next  Harriet  Tubman,  Sojourner 
Truth,  Eummumber,  Toussaint  L’Ouverture, 
Dessaliness,  Nat  Turner,  Frederick  Douglass, 
W.E.B.  Du  Bois,  Marcus  Garvey,  Martin 
Luther  King, Jr.,  Malcolm  X?  □ 
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activism  to  a  group  of  undergraduate 
sociology  students  at  UCLA.  Half  of  them 
weren’t  even  bom  by  the  time  I  had  become 
a  militant  nationalist  in  1968.  They  don’t 
comprehend  the  depth  of  my  anger  or  the 
height  of  my  commitment.  Yet  I  am  excited 
to  see  some  of  them  organizing  “alternative 
education”  (teach-outs  for  peace)  in  response 
to  the  Persian  Gulf  War.  I  fervently  believe 
that  the  very  survival  of  the  planet  Earth  is 
contingent  upon  our  abandoning  strategies 
that  rely  on  confrontation  and  single-issue 
elimination  of  oppressions.  It  is  not  enough 
to  simply  scramble  for  a  few  crumbs  of  the 
pie.  Building  coalitions  that  are  respectful  of 
the  issues  of  all  the  participants  and  that 
recognize  the  global  implications  of  not 
ending  all  oppressions  is  for  me  the  essential 
next  step  I  must  take  as  an  activist  It  will  be 
the  focus  of  my  fourth  decade  of  activism.  □ 

Neurotic 
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within  their  own  gender?  Will  black 
liberation  cancel  out  homosexual  desire?  The 
answer  is  surely  a  resounding  NO!  Will 
black  liberation  fail  without  the  unqualified 
participation  of  black  gay  men  and  lesbians? 
The  answer  is  an  equally  resounding  YES! 

What  is  also  discreditable  about  her  essay 
is  her  lack  of  a  feminist  analysis  when 
approaching  black  liberation  struggle.  Here 
she  writes: 

All  black  people  are  oppressed.  I 
emphasize  here  that  Black  men  are 
oppressed  because  ultimately,  it  is 
male  muscle  mass  that  oppresses  a 
people,  and  only  male  muscle  mass 
nas  tne  potential  ior  acmeving 
liberation.  If  the  men  of  a  people  are 
oppressed,  the  women  are  brought 
under  oppression — as  they  are 
dependent  on  their  men  for 
protection  and  defense.  Women  do 
not  have  the  muscle  mass  to  liberate 
a  people  and  protect  the  young. 

Women  develop  the  young,  but  their 
men  must  provide  the  protection  and 
the  security  apparatus. 

By  making  this  assessment,  in  the  glaring 
absence  of  a  progressive  feminist  analysis, 
she  expediently  excludes  recognizing  the 
existence  of  and  the  continued  effort  to 
achieve  a  co-gendered  liberation.  Her 
contentions  are  the  wom-out,  heterosexist 
contentions  regarding  homosexuals  and 
women.  Black  nationalists  believe,  as  does 
Dr.  Welsing,  that  racism  causes 
homosexuality.  Black  nationalists  have  also 
traditionally  treated  women  as  objects  and 
devalued  their  participation  in  black 
liberation  struggles  believing,  essentially, 
that  women  are  to  be  seen  and  not  heard  and 
they  best  serve  “the  black  man”  and  “black 
struggle”  in  horizontal  instead  of  vertical 
positions. 

That  racist  oppression  has  tragically  tom 
apart  the  black  family  is  a  given,  and 
consequently,  a  critical  site  for  serious,  co¬ 
gendered  resistance  to  avert  continued 
destruction.  But  to  the  extent  that  sexual 
identity  is  a  conscious,  personal  choice,  and 
the  sexuality  practiced  is  the  same,  the  most 
we  can  do  is  examine  how  sexuality  is 
impacted  upon  and  influenced  by  racism,  in 
the  same  way  that  we  can  examine  the 
impact  of  capitalism,  religion  or  patriarchy 
on  sexuality. 

Arguing  that  black  men  are  alienated  from 
their  manhood  by  black  women  (their 
mothers  in  single-parent  contexts)  and 
society  (white  males).  Dr.  Welsing  embarks 
upon  the  classic,  homo-bashing  tirade  of 
black  nationalist  bullies  who  have 
consistently  attacked  homosexuals  because 
they  perceive  us  as  simply  being  weak, 
irrelevant  cocksuckers.  She  also  buys  into 
the  patriarchal  concept  that  the  only 
legitimate  family  is  one  headed  by  a  man 
with  a  submissive  woman  by  his  side.  She 
blames  black  women  who  have  been  hurt  by 
black  men  and  left  with  raising  children 
alone  for  also  fostering  the  existence  of 
black  homosexuality,  because  “the 
alienation,  hate  and  disgust  felt  towards  adult 
males  are  visited  upon  their  sons  subtly.” 
This  transference  of  “hate  and  disgust” 
supposedly  alienates  black  male  children 
from  themselves  and  their  manhood.  “Black 
males  soon  learn  that  it  is  easier  to  be  a 
female  child  than  a  male  child,  and  more 
promising  to  be  an  adult  Black  female  than 
an  adult  Black  male.”  She  additionally 
argues  that  this  attitude  is  reinforced  in  black 
male  children  by  the  black  woman  teachers 
they  come  into  contact  with  who  may  also  be 
“hurt  and  disgusted”  with  black  men  and 
again,  transfer  this  to  black  males. 

Arguing  that  the  alienation  between  black 
men  and  women  and  the  absence  of  male 
role  models  in  the  home  and  in  the 
community  promotes  homosexuality. 


bisexuality,  effeminization,  and  passivity,  she 
writes: 

There  is  only  one  solution — that 
Black  males  collectively  face  the 
horrendous  presence  of  white  males 
and  conquer  the  accompanying  fear 
engendered  by  this  act.  After  the 
white  man  is  faced,  he  must  be 
resisted  steadfastly  and  fought  if  he 
continues  to  wage  war  on  Black 
people — as  he  has  demonstrated 
historically  that  he  intends  to  do. 

And  it  is  Black  males  and  not 
females  who  must  do  the  fighting. 

Finally,  Dr.  Welsing  trots  out  the  standard 
beliefs  regarding  prisons  and  the 
confinement  of  black  men — that  they,  too, 
breed  homosexuality — as  opposed  to 
examining  homo-sex  in  the  context  of  the 
kinds  of  prison  systems  maintained  in  this 
country,  and  how  homo-sex,  more  often  than 
not,  is  essentially  an  act  of  domination  and 
necessity  within  a  prison  context.  These 
occurrences  are  exacerbated  by  an  additional 
set  of  complex  dynamics  that  can  not  be 
excluded  to  simply  revile  homo-sex  and 
homosexuality  and  construe  these 
occurrences  to  be  caused  by  20  generations 
of  oppression  and  passive  submission. 

Dr.  Welsing,  speaking  of  an  ex-prisoner 
patient  whom  she  identifies  as  an  example  of 
20  generations  of  racist  abuse,  confides  to  us 
that  he  said: 

“It  is  easier  to  endure  the  life  on  the 
inside  than  to  try  to  put  up  with  the 
pressures  of  being  a  man,  a  husband 
and  a  father  in  the  street.”  The  intent 
of  racist  programming  has  been 
achieved:  “Give  up  trying  to  be  a 
Black  man.  Why  not  be  a  woman?” 

Many  Black  males  have  answered 
unconsciously,  “Why  not!”  The 
braided  and  curled  hair,  the  earrings 
and  bracelets,  the  midriff  tops,  the 
cinch  waisted  pants,  the  flowered 
underwear,  the  high-heeled  shoes 
with  platforms  and  the  pocketbooks 
are  all  behavioral  answers  to  the 
above.  They  say  in  loud  and  clear 
language,  “White  man,  I  will  never 
come  after  you.  I  cannot  run  in  my 
high-heels — you  know  that.  And  I 
may  mess  up  my  hair.” 

I  suspect,  however,  that  if  Freud  had  been 
a  neurotic,  black  nationalist  colored  woman 
living  in  the  noxious  racism  of  America,  out 
of  desperation  he  might  very  well  have 
formulated  homophobic/heterosexist  theories 
such  as  Dr.  Welsing’s.  Her  “Black  Male 
Passivity"  essay  is  left-over  dogma  and 
rhetoric  that  lacks  the  credibility  of  truth.  It 
is  simply  an  essay  of  manipulated 
conjectures  that  ultimately  reveal  themselves 
as  bogus. 

Even  among  the  oppressed  there  is  a 
disturbing  need  for  a  convenient  “other”  to 
vent  anger  against,  to  blame,  to  disparage,  to 
denigrate.  Such  behavior  is  surely  as 
detrimental  as  any  oppressor  can  exercise 
against  the  oppressed.  There  is  no  excuse  for 
such  behavior  just  as  there  is  no  credibility 
for  Dr.  Welsing’s  theories  regarding 
sexuality.  At  best,  her  theories  reinforce  the 
rampant  heterosexism  that  has  paralyzed  the 
black  liberation  struggle.  She  widens  the 
existing  breach  between  black  gay  men  and 
lesbians  and  their  heterosexual  counterparts, 
offering  no  bridges  for  joining  our 
differences.  And  throughout  it  all,  she 
fosters,  not  an  understanding  of  our 
differences  as  we  would  be  led  to  believe, 
but  justifications  for  homophobia  and 
heterosexism  to  continue. 

Black  gay  men  and  lesbians  can  take 
sustenance  and  inspiration  from  the  words  of 
Cheryl  Clarke,  who  in  her  1983  essay,  “The 
Failure  to  Transform:  Homophobia  in  the 
Black  Community,”  firmly  urges  us  to  do 
this: 

Open  and  proud  black  gay  men  and 
lesbians  must  take  an  assertive  stand 
against  the  blatant  homophobia 
expressed  by  members  of  the  black 
intellectual  and  political  community, 
who  consider  themselves  custodians 
of  the  revolution.  For  if  we  will  not 
tolerate  the  homophobia  of  the 
culture  in  general,  we  cannot 
tolerate  it  from  black  people,  no 
matter  what  their  positions  in  the 
black  liberation  movement. 
Homophobia  is  a  measure  of  how 
far  removed  we  are  from  the 
psychological  transformation  we  so 
desperately  need  to  engender.  The 
expression  of  homophobic 
sentiments,  the  threatening  political 
postures  assumed  by  black  radicals 
and  progressives  of  the 
nationalist/communist  ilk,  and  the 
seeming  lack  of  any  willingness  to 
understand  the  politics  of  gay  and 
lesbian  liberation  collude  with  the 
dominant  white  male  culture  to 
repress  not  only  gay  men  and 
lesbians,  but  also  to  repress  a  natural 
pan  of  all  human  beings,  namely  the 
bisexual  potential  in  us  all. 
Homophobia  divides  black  people 
as  political  allies,  it  cuts  off  political 
growth,  stifles  revolution,  and 
perpetuates  patriarchal  domination. 

So,  Dr.  Welsing,  you  want  to  have  a 
revolution,  or  are  you  just  acting  like  you 
do?  □ 


CLASSIFIEDS 


Personals 


Personals 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


GCN  REPLY  BOXES 

Replies  to  GCN  Boxes  should  be  addressed  to  GCN 
Box#,  Gay  Community  News,  62  Berkeley  St., 
Boston,  MA  02116.  This  applies  to  GCN  Boxes 
only,  not  to  P.O.  Boxes.  Mail  may  be  addressed  to 
Boxes  for  weeks  after  the  issue  in  which  it  appears. 


Extremely  shy  GWF  physicist  returning  to  Boston 
after  5  year  absence  seeks  professional  women  for 
friendship  and  romance.  GCN  Box  500  (fw35) 


THAT  SPECIAL  DADDY  LOVING 

Me:  Dark,  hairy  Italian  leatherman,  6'2".  225  lbs.  If 
you're  looking  for  Adonis,  skip  my  ad.  But  if  you're 
looking  for  a  man  that  matches  the  description  of 
husky,  stocky  and  firm  &  broad,  I  may  interest  you. 
I'm  into  a  number  of  things  (FF.GR  active,  Wax,  to 
name  a  few)and  for  the  right  bottom  will  adapt  If 
you’re  tired  of  always  playing  the  Daddy  and  need 
that  special  Daddy  loving,  contact  me.  Short,  stocky 
and/or  balding  men  encouraged  to  reply.  Responses 
w/  pictures  answered  first,  but  all  responses  will  be 
answered.  GCN  Box  111 


YOUNG  GWM  SEEKS  COMPANIONSHIP 

Texas  inmate,  23,  6’  4”,  215,  green  eyes,  light  brown 
hair.  Associate's  Degree,  creative,  top,  safe  HIV  neg., 
enjoys  tennis,  raquetball  and  swimming.  Seeks 
professional  type  for  long  term  correspondence, 
frienship,  and  possible  relationship  upon  release  in 
1993.  Discreet  sincere  inquiries  please.  GCN  Box 
599 
(32) 


DO  YOU  NEED  A  QUICK  PICK-UP? 

Seeking  generous  individuals  to  donate  treasures, 
collectibles  &  services  for  the  flea  market  to  benefit 
Pride  Committee  &  G&L  Community  Ctr.  Pics  (of 
goods)  helpful  but  not  ness.l  Lv  msg  262-7760  for 
free  &  friendly  pick-up. 


OBSCENE  PHONE  CALLS 

J/O  Heaven!  Send  me  your  number  and  best  times  to 
call  and  I'll  curl  your  toes  with  my  nasty  mouth.  Tell 
me  what  you  like  and  this  GM  will  tell  you  what  you 
want  to  hear.  You  won't  regret  it  1  GCN  Box  358 

Leatheretta,  whatever  you  want,  for  you,  sweet  babe, 

for  you.  Spandexa 


Young  academic  seeks  active  leftist  lesbian  to  court. 
You  must  be  both  sarcastic  and  amiable.  Adventure 
awaits.  GCN  Box  600 


JVW 

Got  no  date 

I'm  up  late 

Sitting  by  the  phone 

You’re  down  there 
And  I  fear 

Playing  in  your  home 

So  each  week 
As  we  speak 
And  I  pay  the  bill 

I'm  told  “Don't  Wait,” 

(It  must  be  fate) 

To  have  only  friendship  still 


Services 


FOR  AIDS 

THE  DOUGLASS  PROTOCOL 

Photoluminescence;  Bio-oxidation;  Exercise  with 
Oxygen  Therapy  (EWOT).  Light  and  oxygen  are  two 
of  the  essential  nutrients  deficient  in  many  American 
diets.  The  Douglass  Protocol  is  designed  to  correct 
thse  deficiencies.  Photoluminescence  introduces  light 
energy  into  your  blood  in  a  non-tozic  manner. 
"Ulatraviolet  irradation"  was  used  extensively  in  the 
U.S.  in  the  early  Twentieth  Centry  for  infection  and 
cancer.  When  drug  therapy  was  introduced  in  the 
1940's,  UV  and  blood  therapy  was  suppressed  by  the 
medical-industrial  complex  in  collusion  with  the 
U.S.  govemment.For  more  information  send  a  long, 
SASE  to:  William  Campell  Douglass,  M.D.  P.O.  Box 
888  Clayton,  GA  30525  or  call  (404)  782-7222  and 
leave  your  name  and  address.  (30) 


PERSONAL  HEALTH 

•General  Medical  Care  ‘Sports  Medicine  -Diagnosis  and 
treatment  of  disease  -Private  Medical  Office  -  Confidential 

ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD 
1755  Beacon  Street,  Brookline  232-1459 


BACK  BAY  COUNSELING  SERVICES 

DENNIS  IADAROLA 

Serving  the  community  since  1974  •  Insurance  accepted 
739-7860 


COME  STUFF  THE  PAPER  " 
FRIDAY  NIGHT  AT  GCN 
CALL  426-4469  FOR  DETAILS 


I^Y-COMMUNifY  NEWS  CLSsSrEDS 


My  text  is:  (each  box  is  for  one  word) 


Basic  cost; 

□  iNon-business:  $6  for  1st  25  words;  25C 
for  each  additional  word. 

□  Business:  $8  for  'st  25  words;  35C  for 
each  additional  word. 

$ _ per  ad  x _ number  of  runs  $  _ 

Special  heading 

□  Flamer  ($3.00  x _ number  of  runs)  $ - 

□  Bold  ($1 .50  x _ number  of  runs)  $ - 

Total  cost  before  discounts  (add)  $ _ 

Discounts 

□  10-20  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  10%  $ - 

□  21-30  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  15%  $ - 

□  31  +  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  20%  $ - 

□  I’m  going  to  subscribe  now.  Deduct  $2  $ - 

Subtotal  $ _ 

Box  service 

□  Pick-up  box.  $4  for  6  weeks  $ - 

□  Forwarding  box.  $6  for  6  weeks  $ - 

Subscriptions 

□  I  want  to  subscribe!  $ - 

US:  $33 .  Institutional  rate:  $40. 


My  category  is: 

□  PERSONALS  O  ANNOUNCEMENTS  D  HELP  WANTED 

□  ROOMMATE  WANTED  □  HOUSING  WANTED 

□  APARTMENTS  □  SUMMER  RENTALS  □  RESORTS 

□  FOR  SALE  a  PUBLICATIONS  □  ORGANIZATIONS 

□  SERVICES  □  RIDES  □  MOVERS  □  OTHER 

•Deadline:  Tuesday  12  noon  for  each 
Friday’s  edition. 

•Ail  ads  must  be  prepaid. 

•No  ads  accepted  over  telephone. 
•Clip  and  return  this  form  to: 
GCN  Classifieds 
62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 

Name  _ 

Address _ 

City  _ 


Display  Boxed  Classifieds 

□  $15  per  column  inch 
_ _ inches  x  $15 


State _  Zip 

$ _  Phone  ( _ ) _ 


Total  $ 


Ji 


THE  1990  EZ  PEACE  FORM 

Have  you  returned  yours? 

Send  it  in  today  and  make  sure  your  taxes  pay  for 
peace,  not  war!  Alternative  Revenue  Service:  339 
Lafayette  Street,  NY,  NY  10012  1/800/955-PEACE 


BATTERED  LESBIANS 

free  ongoing  support  group  for  women  currently  or 
formerly  experiencing  physical,  emotional,  or  sexual 
abuse  by  a  woman  partner.  For  info  and  support  call 
HAWC,  (508)  744-6841  (voice  24  hours,  TTY  9-5) 

(33) 


Radio/Cable  for/about  us.  Send  $1  &  SASE  for 
program  list  to  John  Zeh,  1455  Chapin  St.  NW, 
Washington,  DC  20009-4510 


LEGALLY  PROTECT  YOU  &  MATE 

Living  wills,  powers  of  attorney,  wills  w/o  lawyer 
costs.  Two  sets  of  forms,  instructions.  $15  Freeflight 
Inc.  D-4,  PO  Box  372,  Asheville,  NC  28802  (31) 


MASSAGE 

Great  Massage  Full  Body  Swedish  Massage  For  the 
Relief  of  all  Tensions.  By  Professional  Gentleman 
With  Strong  Caring  Hnads.  Beacon  Hill  “Carlos” 
742-2416  (40) 


Help  W  a  n  t  e 


LESBIAN  NEEDED 

Live-in  PCA  to  assist  young  physically  disabled 
lesbian  20  hours/week.  Hourly  rate+  free  room  and 
board.  Must  be  non-smoker.  Please  call  Christine 
935-7672  (30) 


Live-in  housekeeper  position  for  established 
women's  guesthouse  in  Ptovincetown.  Housing  plus 
salary  plus  tips.  Available  immidiately.  Call  Gabriel's 
(508)  487-3232  (32) 


LIVE-IN  HOUSEKEEPER/KENNEL  HELP 

Non-smoking  male  teenager  sought  for  this  seven 
day  ideal  spot.  Room  and  board  in  exchange  for 
sevices.  Write  PO  Box  153  Old  Orchard  Beach 
Maine  04064  (31) 


RAPE  CRISIS  CENTER 

F/T  Education/Volunteer  Coordinator:  coordinate  & 
implement  rape  awareness  education  program, 
community  outreach, volunteer  training  and 
supervision.  Experience  in  women's  issues,  outreach, 
and  multicultral  and  multiracial  volunteer 
programming  required.  Bilingual  (Spanish)  strongly 
preferred.  $21-25K.  Resumes  by  2/15  to:  BARCC  99 
Bishop  Allen  Dr.  Cambridge,  MA  02139.  EOE/AA. 

(30) 


ASSEMBLERS:  Excellent  income,  easy  work 
assembling  products  at  home.  7-day  24-hr,  service. 
Info  505-646-1700  DEPT.  P6687  (30) 


For  Sale 


LOVE  SHACK  GETAWAY! 

Romantic  Monhegan  Island,  Maine.  3  bedroom,  2 
bath  summer  house  with  charm.  Rustic.  Kerosene 
4nd  gas  run  appliances.  Solid.  Requires  cosmetic 
attention.  Asking  $115,  000.  203-423-7932  (37) 


COME 

STUFF  THE  PAPER 
WRITE  FEATURES 
TAKE  PHOTOGRAPHS 
ILLUSTRATE 
FILE  PHOTOGRAPHS 
WRITE  NEWS 
ANSWER  PHONES 
PROOFREAD 

VOLUNTEER 

AT  GCN 

CALL  426-4469 

...  OR  SIMPLY  STOP  BY 
62  BERKELEY  STREET, 
BOSTON,  MASSACHUSETTS 
TO  LEARN  MORE  ABOUT  THE 
EXCITING  OPPORTUNITIES 
AWAITING  YOU  AT  GCN 


Gay  and  Lesbian 

Helppine 

267-9001  tty/voice 

6-11  PM  Sunday  -  Friday 
TO  VOLUNTEER:  call  267-0900 
A  program  of  the 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center 


Roommate  Wanted 


ALL  ROOMMATE  AND  HOUSEMATE 
ADS  THAT  ARE  PREPAID  FOR 
TWO  WEEKS  WE  WILL  RUN 
UNTIL  YOU  FIND  A  ROOMMATE 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically  renewed. 

You  must  call  in  every  additional  week 
you  want  the  ad  to  run.  Phone  calls  for 
renewals  will  be  accepted  all  day  Mondays 
and  Tuesdays  until  noon.  426-4469 

HOME  IS... 

with  us  in  our  sunny  JP  apt?  Two  feminist  veggie 
dykes  and  one  cat  seek  fun,  mature  lesbian  to  share  3 
BDR  right  around  the  comer  from  the  orange  line. 
Responsible  but  relaxed,  semi-coop  and  flexible, 
independent —  all  this  for  the  low,  low  price  of  $281 
plus  util.  Interested?  Call  Rebecca  or  Jen  at  522-6884 


LF  seeks  same  to  find  and  share  2bdrm  oceanview. 
Approx,  rent  $300.  No  alchohol  /drugs/cigs.  I'm 
quiet  prof-  want  same.  LIVE  WITH  A  VIEW! 
Wendy  497- 1 420  Lm  (nr3 1) 


HOUSE  NEAR  NASHUA  NH 

LF  seeks  woman  to  share  house.  Garage,  private  1/2 
bath,  pool,  laundry.  Must  like  pets.  No  smokers. 
$400plus  util.  Call  603-424-3683  (25) 


SOMERVILLE 

Two  lesbians  33  &  44;  3  cats  seek  lesbian  to  share 
spacious  apartment  between  Porter  and  Davis 
convenient  4  bedrooms  porches  W/D  backyard.  We 
are  friendly  and  independent.  No  more  pets.  No 
smokers.  Available  March  1.  Rent  325+  625-4298 


JLF  seeks  LF  or  GM  to  share  cozy  apt.  in  JP.  Next  to 
JP  Licks,  Pond,  T.  Porch  is  in  treetops!  Independent, 
communicative,  friendly.  Fredi  524-4252  (32) 


JAMAICA  PLAIN 

Bright  2  bedroom  gas  heat  newly  refinished  floors, 
paint  $650/mo  +  utilities.  Near  T.  524-5495  for  more 
details 


3BL  seek  woman  of  color  to  share  sunny,  convenient 
Cambridge  semi-coop  house  with  hardwood  floors 
and  back  yard!  Must  be  neat  and  responsible.  315+ 
287-8817  (31) 


Mature  female  to  share  2  BDR  apt  in  Waltham  wall 
to  wall  laundry  dishwasher  parking  view  on  pond 
walk  to  stores  $355  heat  and  hot  water  included. 
899-2976  (24) 


$  1 87.50/MONTH  LOVE  IS  THE  KEY 

Three  is  a  magic  number  but  these  eclectic  lesbians 
seek  4th  for  independent  Somerville  apt.  Available 
now.  Check  it  out.  776-7123  (29) 


FITCHBURG  AREA 

Wanted:  nonsmoking  L  to  share  country  farmhouse 
50  miles  from  Boston.  Wood  heat,  garden  space, 
piano,  ping  pong.  Pets  negotiable.  $300.  Barter 
possible.  508-386-7737  (32) 


JAMAICA  PLAIN 

.i-  seeks  BIF  or  LF  to  share  sunny  JP  Apt.  $388  incl 
utilities.  Pets  are  OK.  522-0663.  Feb.  1  or  March  1. 


GREAT  HOUSE  IN  JP 

Tune  to  chill  out  in  JP.  3  slightly  exotic  women  (2 
L’s)  with  unusual  charm  seek  a  4th.  $270  util.  Avail 
April  1st  Call  522-7466 


2  independent  caring  women  invite  a  third  to  share  a 
safe  bright  spacious  3  bedroom  apt  On  2nd  floor  in 
Brighton.  Convenient  to  T  333.00+  Available  March 
1.787-5195  (32) 


Gay  prof  female  seeks  same  to  share  lovely  2 
bedroom  apt  in  North  Andover.  Many  extras  $410 
htd.  (508)  685  6139 


SM  and  LF  seeks  non  smoking  S/G  M/F  for  large  3 
bedrm.  Somerville  close  to  Davis/Porter  Square 
$250+  utilities.  Have  2  cats  628-4613  (32) 


2  men,  3  women  seek  1  man  for  semi-coop  in 
Arlington.  3  floors,  W/D,  parking  near  park.  No 
smoking/pets  $310+  641-1708  available  3/1, 
flexible  (31) 
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Roommate  Wante 


NEAR  PORTER  SQUARE 

Two  LFs  seek  one  fun,  independent,  responsible 
housemate  for  sunny,  spacious  apartment  in 
Somerville.  8  minute  walk  to  Porter  T.  $360+  623- 
7084  (31) 


ROOMIES®  Free  introductory  service  in  Boston. 
Roommate  matching  Nationwide,  too!  Confidential 
1-800-272  8372, 1-10  PM.  (32) 


INMAN  SQ 

LF  and  cat  seek  LF  or  GM  to  share  apartment  in 
quiet,  convenient  neighborhood.  Wood  floors, 
washer,  dryer,  drug  &  smoke  free.  Your  pet 
negotiable.  $415  includes  everything  or  $365+ 
l/2util.  623-6212 
(26) 


INMAN  SQ  SOMERVILLE 

LF  with  dog  seeks  Lf  25+  for  2  bedroom.  No  more 
pets,  no  smoking,  minimal  alcohol,  no  drugs.  $312 
includes  heaL  Call  776- 1810  (30) 


Bi  woman,  40,  and  2  cats,  seek  friendly  and 
independent  woman  to  share  5  room  apt.  in 
Rosindale.  Non-smoker,  sense  of  humor  preferred. 
$300+  325-6170 
(29) 


Seeking  female  to  share  3  bedroom  apt.  in  Medford. 
Near  Tufts,  buses,  Davis  Sq.  $284Ano  plus  utilities. 
Available  immed.  396-2427  (30) 


SAVIN  HILL 

GM  share  large  modem  condo  12  ft.  ceilings  large 
sunny  windows,  parking,  laundry  disposal, 
dishwasher.  Includes  heat,  electric,  cable  completely 
furnished.  Located  one  block  to  subway,  store,  beach 
side  of  Savin  Hill.  $150  week/  call  Doug  524-0093 

(30) 


A  GREAT  HOME  FOR  $75 

MELROSE:  Small  furnished  room  w/skylight  in 
large,  updated,  fine  Victorian  home.  Central  air, 
washer/dryer,  off  street  parking,  cable,  deck,  gardens, 
and  many  extras.  Enjoy  the  quiet,  security, 
spaciousness  of  the  suburbs  while  only  17  minutes  to 
downtown  Boston  from  convenient  T  stop. 
Nonsmoking  male.  $75  weekly  including  utilities. 
665-6082  (30) 


Prof/  grad  student  seeks  same  for  spacious  apt.  on 
historic  Fort  Hill  parking  laundry  transportaion. 
Sunny  kitchen  hardwood  floors  Available  3/1  $375 
445-5340  (nr  29) 


Cleveland  Circle  basement  apartment  seeks 
UNTIDY  female  housemate,  23+.  Independent, 
responsible,  considerate,  respect  privacy.  Near  3  T 
lines!  $240  includes  heat  Leabe  message  739-6566 
now.  (30) 


SOMERVILLE/TEELE  SQUARE 

LF  seeks  L  for  sunny,  spacious  5  rm.  apartment. 
Porches,  close  to  Davis  Sq.  T.  No  smoke,  pets,  drugs. 
$275/mo.  plus  sec.  Call  628-3216.  (23) 


WANTED:  NON  SMOKING  L;  BEL/CAM  B 

For  cozy,  ground  floor  apt  on  tree-lined  street  10 
min.  bus  ride  to  Harvard,  parking,  laundry.  Rent 
$325.  30's,  independent,  friendly.  864-4314  (22) 


NEED  TEMPORARY  PLACE? 

I  need  a  responsible,  pet-loving  person/s  to  housesit 
and  take  care  of  my  dog  and  cat  for  April/May  (dates 
somewhat  flexible).  Very  comfortable  4  1/2  room  JP 
condo  in  6-  family  triple  decker.  Next  to  arb,  close  to 
green+orange  line.  You'd  need  to  pay  rent,  but 
amount  negot  Call  522-7720  +  lv.  msg. 


2  men,  1  woman  seek  4th  for  house  in  J.P.  Yard, 
parking,  near  T.  No  pets.  We  smoke  cigs.  $290  plus 
utilities.  Call  522-7054  (25) 


CAMBRIDGE  SUBLET 

Feb/March/Apr.  Room  in  4  bedroom  LF  household 
non-smoking,  no  drugs,  min.  ale.  25+,  $215+  util. 
864-4913  (26) 


Ecofeminist  co-op  with  passion  for  popcorn, 
recycling  shared  meals  seek  L/Bi  F.  $330+  Near 
Davis  Square.  Available  now.  Call  628-0878  or  623- 
0703.  No  pets,  drugs,  smoke.  Min  alcohol  (23) 


3 LFs  are  looking  for  one  other  to  share  large  sunny 
JP  apt.  Near  T.  Well-equipped  kitchen.  No  smoke 
semi-coop.  Rent  240+  Avail  Feb  1.  983-0599 


Apart m e  n  t  s 


South  Boston  Large  two  bedroom,  carpeted,  thermo 
windows,  yard.  One  block  to  Andew  Square  T,  shops 
and  Carson  Beach.  $575+  utilities  Andy  269-7946 
No  fee.  (31) 


FABULOUS  APARTMENT 

Ashmont  (Dorchester)  5  spacious  rooms,  1st  floor  of 
grand  home,  safe,  quiet  neighborhood,  3  fireplaces, 
new  paint  and  appliances,  washer/dryer,  hardwood 
floors,  bays,  french  doors,  elegant  details,  porches, 
no  pets,  heat  and  utilites  inc.  $975/month  825-2082 

(31) 


All  new  natural  1BR  apt,  hdwd,  pkg,  trees,  view, 
moonlight,  ecofem  owner  occ.  hse  on  hill,  T  &  Xwy, 
$600.  Older  one  $565  inc  all  436-2583  (35) 


Publications 


ON  OUR  BACKS 

The  sexual  entertainment  magazine  for  lesbians,  is 
49  pages  of  erotic  fiction,  features,  plus  timely 
sexual  advice  and  news  columns.  We  are  quarterly, 
national,  unique  and  provocative.  $28/year  sub/$6 
single  issue.  ON  OUR  BACKS,  526  Castro,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94114 
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GAYELLOW  PAGES 

Informing  the  gay  comm  unity  since  1973. 
Accomodations,  AA  groups,  bars,  baths,  bookstores, 
businesses,  counselors,  dentists,  doctors,  hotels, 
lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications,  organizations, 
religious  groups,  services,  social  groups, 
switchboards,  therapists,  travel  agents,  etc.  etc. 

(area  codes  and  zip  codes  too!) 

USA  &  CANADA  $10 

NEW  Y0RK/NEW  JERSEY  4.50;  includes  Manhattan 
bar  notes  &  women's  section 
SOUTHERN  EDITION  $4.50;  Alabama,  Arkansas,  N  &  S 
Carolina,  Florida,  Georgia,  Kansas,  Kentucky, 

Louisiana,  Mississippi,  Missouri,  New  Mexico, 
Oklahoma,  Puerto  Rico,  Tennessee,  Texas,  Virginia 
NORTHEAST  EDITION  $4.50;  Connecticut  Delaware, 
District  of  Columbia,  Maine,  Maryland,  Massachusetts, 
New  Hampshire,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  Rhode  Island, 
Vermont,  W.  Virginia. 

RENAISSANCE  HOUSE,  Box  292  GCN  Village  Station, 
NY  NY  10012  212-674-0120  All  books  discreetly  by 
first  class  mail,  your  name  kept  strictly  confidential.  To 
list  a  business  or  organization,  or  for  further 
information,  send  a  stamped,  self-addressed  business¬ 
sized  envelope.  Please  contact  us  for  prices  outside 
USA  In  Canada,  order  from  Glad  Day  Books,  598 
Yonge  St.  Toronto,  Ontario  M4Y 1Z3  416-961-4161 
(check  for  prices) 

Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 


BUCK/OUT 

Special  10th  Anniv.  edition  of  Black/Out  now 
available.  This  bi/annual  magazine  from  the  National 
Coalition  for  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays  contains 
essays,  reviews,  poetry,  news  and  announcements 
concerning  the  Black  Lesbian  and  Gay  community. 
Sample  copy  $6  plus  $1  postage.  1  year  subscription 
(2  issues)  $10  to  BLACK/OUT,  c/o  NCBLG,  19641 
West  Seven  Mile,  Detroit,  MI  48219.(ex) 


BAD  ATTITUDE 

A  lesbian  sex  magazine.  Irreverent  and  Hot!  $12  for 
one  year's  subscription  (3  issues).  B.A.  Inc.,  RO. 
Box  110,  Cambridge,  MA  02139.(16.33) 


With  incisive  reporting  and  thoughtful  analysis  IN 
THESE  TIMES  offers  the  very  best  in  alternative 
American  journalism.  We've  built  our  reputation  on 
addressing  the  issues  the  mainstream  media  ignores, 
and  that's  why  our  unique  point-of-view  has  been 
trusted  by  thousands  of  readers  for  over  a  decade. 
Why  not  see  for  yourself?  You  may  order  a 
subscription  by  calling  800-435-0715  (in  Illinois  call 
800-892-0753)  or  by  writing  to  IN  THESE  TIMES, 
1912  Debs  Ave.,  ML  Morris,  IL  61054.(17.36) 


WOMEN  OF  POWER:  Magazine  of  Feminism, 
Spirituality,  and  Politics,"  an  inspiring  international 
quarterly  publication.  Subscriptions  $26  for  4  issues, 
single  issues  $6  plus  $1  postage.  P.O.  Box  827, 
Cambridge,  MA  02238,  telephone  (617)  625- 
7885.(ex) 


OFF  OUR  BACKS 

Lively,  down-to-earth  feminism  in  the  nation's  oldest 
women's  newsjoumal.  Analysis,  reviews,  conference 
coverage,  and  news-on  health,  feminist  theory, 
reproductive  rights,  civil  rights  and  political  work 
among  working,  disabled,  incarcerated,  old  and  poor 
women,  women  of  color,  lesbians  and  women  from 
every  continent  $15/11  issues 


BREAKTHROUGH! 

Political  journal  of  Prairie  Fire  Organizing 
Committee,  Spring  1989  issue.  Women  of  the 
Philippine  Revolution  Interview  with  Makibaka;  The 
Post-Feminist  Mystique  speech  by  PISD  (People 
with  Immune  System  Disorders);  Crack  and  Black 
Youth.  $3  including  postage.  John  Brown  Book 
Club,  POB  1422,  San  Francisco,  CA  94114 


WOMEN'S  REVIEW  OF  BOOKS 

monthly  review  of  current  feminist  writing.  Since 
1983.  Our  readers  span  the  U.S.,  Canada,  and 
abroad.  Subscriptions:  $15/U.S.,  $18/Canada, 
$25/institutions.  Free  sample  on  request.  THE 
WOMEN’S  REVIEW,  Wellesley  Women's  Research 
Center,  Wellesley,  MA  02181.(ex) 


Do  you  need  facts  about  menopause?  Does  the 
stereotyping  of  older  women  make  you  angry?  Do 
you  want  to  be  part  of  an  Older  Feminists  Network? 
Broomstick,  a  bimonthly  national  magazine  by,  for 
and  about  women  over  forty.  Annual  subs  (US  funds 
only)  U.S.  $15,  Canada  $20,  Overseas  and 
Institutions  $25.  Sliding  scale  available.  Sample 
copy  $3.50.  3543  18  St.  33,  San  Francisco,  CA 
94110. 


LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of 
commentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by 
and  for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are  still 
political,  but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample 
$1.50sub.  $6  more  if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro,  No. 
236G,  SF.CA  94114.  (18.35) 


Vacations 


PAMPER  YOURSELF  IN  P-TOWN 

Beautiful  fireplaced  rooms  with  hardwood  floors, 
and  color  T.V.'s.  Wonderful  fireplaced  cottages 
available.  Included  are  daily  maid  service,  parking, 
and  delicous  gourmet  breakfasts.  Five  minute  walk 
to  town  center,  one  block  from  ocean.  Off  season 
rates  from  March  29-  May  23.  Bradford  Gardens  Inn, 
178  Bradford  Sl  Provincetown,  MA  02657  (508) 
487-1616  (38) 

•  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 


Vacations  M  Organizations 


A  GAY  COUNTRY  INN 

Come  ski  our  miles  of  cross-country  trails,  then 
unwind  in  the  hot  tub  or  in  front  of  a  crackling  fire. 
With  20  charming  rooms,  100  mountain  acres, 
yummy  breakfasts,"  peace  and  privacy,  we're  your 
perfect  vacation  choice!  Uncrowded,  inexpensive 
downhill  skiing  nearby;  great  mid-week  discounts. 
The  HIGHLANDS  INN,  Box  118G,  Bethlehem,  NH 
03574,  (603)  869-3978.  Grace,  Innkeeper  (43) 


WATERSHIP  INN 

Rustic  cozy  inn  one  half  block  from  Provincetown 
harbor,  free  continental  breakfast,  parking,  most 
rooms  w/private  bath  OPEN  YEAR  ROUND.  7 
Winthrop  Street  Provincetown,  MA  02657,  (508) 
487-0094.  TJ 


lOO'S  OF  GAY/LESBIAN 

Destinations  and  cruises  USA/ Worldwide.  Plus! 
Super  low  packages  to  Ford  lauderdale,  Miami 
Beach,  Key  West,  Disney world/Epcot..  Riverwalk 
Travel  (800)  771-1777  (32) 


BOSTON  ALLIANCE  OF  GAY 
AND  LESBIAN  YOUTH 

Social  support  group  for  youth  22  and  under.  Wed. 
night  general  meeting  from  7:30-9pm.  New  persons 
meeting  at  6:00.  Women's  meeting  at  6:45.  Call  1- 
800-42-BAGLY  for  info.(15.32) 


OLDER  LESBIAN  ENERGY 

Social  and  support  group  for  women  over  40.  P.O. 
Box  1214,  East  Arlington,  MA  02174.(15.48) 


BUCK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people.  Call  (415)  431-1976 
or  write  BWMT,  suite  140,  584  Castro  St  SF,  CA, 
94114.(16.1) 


MAN/BOY  LOVE 

Intergenerational  Love  Support  Group.  World  wide 
news,  art,  opinions.  Application,  information  free. 
Bulletin  $1.00  NAMBLA,  P.O.  Box  174,  New  York, 
NY  10018(7) 


PRISONERS 

SEEKING 

FRIENDS 

POETS  AND  ARTISTS!! 

GCN  PRINTS  A  PAGE  OF  POETRY 
AND  DRAWINGS  EACH 
SUMMER/FALL.  IF  YOU'D  LIKE  TO 
SUBMIT  SOMETHING,  PLEASE  DO. 
EVERYTHING  WON’T  GET  IN  BUT 
MUCH  WILL.  PLEASE  SEND  YOUR 
WORK  TO  GCN,  PRISONER 
PROJECT,  62  BERKELEY  ST, 
BOSTON  MA  02116 _ 

Bisexual  male,  very  sensitive  and  loving, 
likes  music  and  working  with  my  hands. 
Please  let  me  know  what  you  can  do  for  me. 
Michael  Chronister,  #171388,  2-B-14, 

Farmington,  MO  63640 _ 

Gay,  48,  like  to  fish,  work  on  older  cars, 
like  country  music.  Very  lonely  (no  family). 
Would  like  to  write  18-30  yr  old  with 
interest  for  long-term  relationship.  Byron 
Coy,  #86007-A-3-N,  WCC,  P.O.Box  473, 

Westville  IN  4639 1  -0473 _ 

African  American,  Gemini,  into  writing, 
music,  relaxing.  Would  like  to  correspond 
with  mature,  open-minded  intelligent  male 
under  35.  Race  unimportant.  A.D.  El-amin, 

Box  B  804745-6,  Anamosa,  IA  52205 _ 

Looking  for  a  penpal,  please  write.  We 
deserve  and  need  people  out  there  in  the 
free  world  to  be  our  guardian  angel.  Louis 
Reed,  035848,  3876  Evans  Rd,  box  50  M-5, 

Polk  City,  FL  33868 _ 

19-yr-old  white  boy  would  like  to 
correspond  with  some  well-developed  black 
men.  Delbert  ann  Thompson,  93853,  KY 

State  Reformatory,  Lagrange,  KY  40032 _ 

Interested  in  meeting  TV,  TS,  & 
hermaphrodites,  seeking  companion  for 
longterm  relationship.  I  am  part  Cherokee 
Indian;  sorry,  can't  write  other  inmates,. 
Mack  Harris,  #81699,  star  Rt  Box  22-B, 

Tucker,  AZ  72168. _ 

Bi,  honest,  seeking  pen-friends.  Age, 
gender,  race  not  important.  Can  receive 
letters  from  inmates.  Robert  H.  Voss 
#186762,  2400  S.  Sheridan  Rd,  Muskegon, 

MI  49442-6298 _ 

Gay  pedophile  seeks  person  with  scientific 
education,  radical  outlook  for 
correspondence  &  support.  Richard  G. 
Lawler,  Box  45699  (157-587),  Lucasville, 

OH  45699-0001. _ 

Gay  Italian  man  with  no  family  or  friends 
would  like  to  write  someone  who  cares.  I 
could  really  use  a  friend.  Michael  Epstein, 

P.O.  Box  1989,  Ely,  NV  89301-1989. _ 

"Black  on  Black  Gay  Love!"  Black, 
beautiful  gay  male  would  like  to  hear  from 
black  bisexual  men  in  prison  or  the  free 
world.  Love  cooking,  singing,  making 
sweet  soul  love.  Laurence  Raibon,  16204, 
Orleans  Parish  Prison,  2800  Gravier  St, 

New  Orleans,  LA  70119  - _ 

Friendly,  considerate,  down-to-earth  guy 
into  swimming,  karate,  romantic  situations 
will  write  everyone  who  cares  to  write  me. 
Edward  Jones,  95384,  KY  State 
Penitentiary,  P.O.  Box  128,  Eddyville,  KY 

42038. _ 

Seeking  penpal  who  understands  the 
problems  of  being  gay  and  incarcerated. 
Please  write  Ivan  L.  Martin,  00166813, 
Delaware  Correctinal  Ctr,  P.O.  Box  500,  U 

Bldg,  Smyrna,  Delaware  19977 _ 

TV  seeks  penpals  of  TVs/TS  in  the  free 
world.  Harry  Langert  82A0167,  Green 
Haven,  Corr.  Facility,  Drawer  B,  Stormville, 
NY  12582. _ 


“TO  ALL  THOSE  IN  AND  OUT  OF  PRISON 
WHO  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE” 

Alexander  Berkman, 

Prison  Memoirs  of  an  Anarchist 


Women  Seeking  Friends 

<59 

Very  honest,  sincere,  gay  woman  seeking  a 
penpal  friendship  that  can  become  more.  I 
should  be  out  within  this  year.  Thanks. 
Rhonda  (Ronnie)  Frazier,  #3395-110,  Box 

337  KCIW,  Pewee  Valley,  KY  40056. _ 

"Displaced  Texas  lesbian"  who  is  an  avid 
reader  looking  for  penpal.  Am  a  gray- 
haired  youngster  of  60.  Thanks.  Jean  K. 
Brown,  01709-078,  Papago  B  #88,  1785 
Black  Canyon  Stage  1,  Phoenix  AZ, 
85027-9741 . _ 


Gay  man  looking  for  gay  friends  to  help 
pass  these  lonely  hours  locked  in  this  cage. 
Am  not  allowed  to  write  other  prisoners. 
TV/TS  a  plus.  Ralph  A.  Gunderson, 

294883,  Wynne,  Huntsville,  TX  77349. _ 

Lonely  male  who  loves  life  &  people  seeks 
correspondence  with  anyone  who  cares  to 
write.  Robert  Banks  531176,  Rt.  4,  Box 
1200,  Rosharon,  TX 

77583. _ 

Looking  for  that  special  perosn  willing  to 
get  involved  &  have  a  real  relationship,  to 
care  about  me  in  prison  and  out.  If  you;'re 
serious,  try  me!  Sorry,  can't  write  other 
prisoners.  Timothy  A.  Divers,  155828, 
Moberly  Corr.  Ctr,  Box  7,  2-B-425, 

Moberly  MO  65270-0007. _ 

BGM  would  like  to  correspond  with  others 
who  are  lonely  and  in  need  of  a  caring  & 
humorous  friend.  Any  race  okay!  Steven 
Rhem,  D-37635,  P.O.  Box  2210,  Susanville 

CA  96130. _ 

Very  understanding  individual  seriously 
needs  someone  to  correspond  with— 
regardless  of  color,  size,  age.  Just  be  honest, 
understanding  and  gay.  Billie  Pablo 
Upchurch,  P.O.  Box  7500,  D9-117,  B- 

24406,  Crescent  City,  CA  95532. _ 

Looking  for  a  man  to  drive  my  loneliness 
away  and  make  me  happy!  Race  don't 
matter.  So  cum-on  you,  and  write  me. 
Richard  Nichols,  64084,  Arizona  State 
Prison,  P.O.  Box  3300,  Goodyear  ,AZ 

85338. _ ; _ 

GM  looking  for  companionship  via  mail.  I 
am  wordly,  educated,  versatile.  Jeff  Todd, 
117171,  La.,  State  Prison,  Camp  D-Hawk- 

4-L-4,  Angola,  LA  70712. _ 

Looking  for  a  strong  and  loving  relationship 
with  someone  who  cares.  Please,  no  games. 
David  Johnston,  R-148-775,  Mansfield,  OH 

44901. _ 

Looking  for  someone  to  share  time  with  , 
by  mail.  Possible  relationship  with  right 
person.  Thomas  Winslow  39776,  P.O.  Box 

2800,  Lincoln  Nebraska  68502. _ 

Lonely  BLK  male  wishes  correspondence 
and  pcitures  from  feminine  males  &  TV/TS. 
I  love  the  outside,  beaches.  Tony  Atkins, 
560931,  Rl  2,  Box  20,  Midway  TX  75852._ 
Bi— male  looking  for  friends.  I  write  short 
stories— the  kinky  kind.  Will  answer  all. 
Glenn  K.  Graham.  078102,  33123  Oilwell 
Rd  (#305),  Punta  Gorda,  FL  33955. _ 


I  March,  Boston  ♦  Official  Opening  and  Ribbon  Cutting  for 

FCHCs  new  building  at  7  Haviland  St  Keynote  speakers:  Urvashi  Void, 
Executive  Director,  National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force;  Cleve  Jones 
founder  of  the  NAMES  Project  1 0:30am,  with  continuous  tours.  For 
more  info  247-CARE  Pictured  right- Urvashi  Vaid  and  Cleve  Jones 


Calendar  listings  must  be  received  by  the 
Monday  before  the  week  of  the  event.  Photos 
encouraged.  Please  specify  if  event  Is  or  is  not 
wheelchair  accessible  and/or  sign  language 
interpreted.  Please  use  our  format  as  a  guide 
for  listings.  All  listings  must  be  typed.  Please 
note  that  listings  are  printed  only  as  space 
allows;  we  regret  that  we  cannot  print  every 
submission.  No  phone  calls,  please! 

23  Saturday 

Cambridge  \  Lesbian  Couples'  Night  7  p.m.  DOB,  Old 
Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1 151  Mass.  Ave.  $1.  £61-3633. 

Jamaica  Plain  ♦  Laura  Wood.  7:30  p.m.  Crones’ 
Harvest,  76!  Centre  St  $5. 983-9529. 

Hollis,  NH  ♦  Sweetheart  Valentine  Prom,  8  p.m.  to  I 
p.m.  A  NH  Pride  fundraiser.  $15.  Call  ASAP:  (603) 
382-9308. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbo  Game  and  Dance.  Amethyst 
Women.  Lesbo  game  8  to  9:30  p.m,-  dance  9  p.m.  to 
midnight  Old  Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave. 
Donation  $7.  Smoke-drug-free. 

Jamaica  Plain  ♦  UG  Contra/Square  Dancing.  Smoke- 
drug-free.  8  to  1 1  p.m.;  beginners’  lessons  7:30  p.m. 
First  Church  of  J.P,  comer  Centre  and  Eliot  Sts.  Biand: 
Uncommon  Fare.  $6.  Info  and  directions:  Janet  522- 
2216,  Phil  729-9206.  or  Scon  536-2014. 

Cambridge  ♦  "Love  Is  In  The  Air”:  Harvard  U.’s 
Performing  Artists’  AIDS  Coalition  Sondheim  AIDS 
Benefit  Cabaret  8:30  p.m.  Dunster  House  Dining  Hall 
(Coperthwaite  St  and  Memorial  Dr.).  Tickets  $10.  Info 
and  directions:  Jennifer  Giering  493-2296  or  Andrea 
Schwartzman  493-21 29. 

Watertown  ♦  Dance  Party  With  Wildest  Dreams. 
Benefiting  Community  Works.  8:30  p.m.  to  I  a.m. 
Armenian  Cultural  and  Educ.  Ctr.,  47  Nichols  Ave. 
Smoke-  alcohol-free.  Sugg,  donation  $10. 423-9555. 

Boston  ♦  Slow  Dancing  at  The  Center.  9  p.m.  to  I 
am.  $5  donation  sugg.  338  Newbury  St  247-2927. 

24  Sunday 

Portland,  ME  ♦  L/G  Film  Festival  Benefit  Cut-a-Thon. 
10  am.  to  5  p.m.  Amore,  3rd  fir.  One  City  Center. 
Haircuts  $25.  Appts.:  (207)  774-1774. 

Brookline  ♦  Am  Tikva  Visits  Jewish  Elderly  for  Purim. 
Meet  at  Workmen’s  Circle,  1762  Beacon  St.  RSVP  by 
2/19  at  926-2536. 

Boston  ♦  Dykes'  Dialogue:  Taking  Care  of  Ourselves 
—  The  Sage  Lesbian.  4  p.m.  The  Center,  338  Newbury 
St  Info  247-2927. 

Boston  ♦  AMALGM  Monthly  Men’s  Meeting. 
(AMALGM  =  Assoc,  of  Mass.  Asian  L/GM.)  Last 
Sunday  each  month.  The  Center,  338  Newbury  St, 
room  202K.  Info:  247-2927. 

26  Tuesday 

Allston  ♦  Healing  Services  For  All  Affected  By  AIDS. 
7:30  p.m.  St  Luke’s  and  St  Margaret's  Church.  5  St 
Luke's  Rd.  628-7665. 

Boston  ♦  Buddy  Program  Orientation,  AIDS  ACTION 
Committee.  Volunteers  needed  to  provide  emotional 
and  practical  support  to  AAC  clients  on  a  one-to-one 
basis.  Orientation  mtg.  the  fourth  Tuesday  each 
month.  AAC,  131  Clarendon  St  7:30  p.m.  Info:  437- 
6200x450. 

27  Wednesday 

Boston  ♦  Greater  Boston  Business  Council:  “The 
Weld  Administration:  How  Do  We  Fit  In?”  Vin 
McCarthy.  The  Claddagh,  1 13  Dartmouth  (Back  Bay 
T).  Social  hour  6  p.m.  Program  7  p.m.  Dinner  to 
follow.  $7  w/o  dinner.  Info:  Fned  Light  695-1634. 

Boston  ♦  Neighborhood  Crime  Prevention  Meeting. 
Discuss  issues  including  anti-gay  violence.  Reps  from 
Night  Ours,  Rape  Crisis  Ctr,  GBLGPA,  and  FCHC 
Victim  Recovery.  YWCA  Berkeley  Residence,  40 
Berkeley  St  7  to  9  p.m. 

Boston  ♦  Time  for  Reflection  and  Prayer  During  Lent 
MCC  7  p.m.  The  Center,  338  Newbury  St  427-0420. 

Boston  ♦  Coming  Out  Support  Group.  The  Center, 
338  Newbury  St  Second  and  fourth  Wednesday  each 
month  8  p.ra  Info:  247-2927. 

28  Thursday 

Dorchester  ♦  Dorchester  GALA  Monthly  Licking, 
Sticking,  Stuffing  Get-Together.  7:30  p.m.  Barry's 
home.  Info:  Hodine  825-3737  or  Barry  288-1847. 

Boston  ♦  FCHC  Living  Well  Series:  Staying  Healthy. 
Fourth  Thursday  each  month.  7  to  9  p.m.  BLC,  140 
Clarendon  St  7th  floor.  Info:  Rob  267-0900. 

Cambridge  ♦  Drop  in  at  DOB  Coffee  Night  7  to  9:30 
pjn.  Old  Camb.  Baptist  Church  I  IS  I  Mass.  Ave.  $1. 
661-3633. 


March  I  Friday 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbians  Age  50+/-  Meet.  7:30  p.m. 
DOB,  Old  Camb.  Baptist  Church  1151  Mass.  Ave  $1. 
661-3633. 

Brookline  ♦  Am  Tikva  Monthly  Shabbat  Services. 
Workmen’s  Circle,  1762'  Beacon  St.  8  p.m.  Bring 
something  sweet  /  dairy  /  veggie  for  oneg.  926-2536. 

Boston  ♦  Friday  Night  Video  Series  At  The  Center 
“Longtime  Companion."  8  p.m.  BYO  Munchies.  $2. 
The  Boston  G/L  Comm.  Ctr,  338  Newbury  St  247- 
2927. 

Boston  ♦  Official  Opening  and  Ribbon  Cutting  for 
FCHCs  new  building  at  7  Haviland  St.  Keynote 
speakers  Urvashi  Vaid,  Executive  Director,  National 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force;  Cleve  Jones  founder  of 
the  NAMES  Project  1 0:30am,  with  continuous  tours. 
For  more  info  247-CARE 

Cambridge  ♦  L/G/B  Swing  and  Ballroom  Dance.  With 
Cheek  to  Cheek.  8:15  p.m.  to  midnight  Swing  and 
Latin  dance  lessons  8:15  to  9  p.m.  Old  Camb.  Eiaptist 
Church,  Harvard  Sq.  $5,661-1791 

Providence,  Rl  ♦  Ballroom  Dance  for  L/GM  and 
Friends.  8:30  to  1 1:30  p.m.  First  Universalist  Church, 
250  Washington  St  Info:  Jason  Thomas  859-9455. 

2  Saturday 

Boston  ♦  "A  Street  Fair  for  a  Winter's  Day’  to 
celebrate  the  opening  of  FCHCs  new  building  at  7 
Haviland  St.  Complimentary  community  meal 
sponsored  by  East  Meets  West  Caterers,  live 
entertainment  more.  I  lam-4pm  continuous  tours.  For 
more  info  and  events  247-CARE 

Cambridge  ♦  Oral  History  Center  Workshop: 
“Bringing  Stories  to  Light.”  9  a.m.  to  noon. 
Registration:  66 1  -8288. 

Cambridge  ♦  Open  Discussion  on  Coming  Out  for 
Women  of  All  Ages.  1 1  am.  to  I  p.m.  Women’s  Ctr, 
46  Pleasant  St  354-8807. 

Boston  ♦  Women’s  Coffeehouse:  Tricia  Langlois. 
Socialize  7  p.m,-  show  8  p.m.  The  Center,  338 
Newbury  St  $5. 247-2927. 

3  Sunday 

Boston  ♦  "Swim  For  Sight”  Fundraiser  for  Eye 
Research  Institute.  With  Boston’s  gay  swim  team 
Different  Strokes,  swimming  to  raise  money 
supporting  research  on  HIV-related  blindness.  To 
swim,  pledge,  or  volunteer  723-6078  x569. 

Boston  ♦  G/L  Advocates  &  Defenders  Winter  Party.  A 
host  of  notables  and  a  showing  of  "Abstract  Art  of  the 
Sixties.”  4  to  7  p.m.  Harcus  Gallery,  210  South  St 
Various  contributions  from  $25.  Info:  GLAD  426-1350. 

Boston  ♦  Dykes’  Dialogue:  Bisexual  Women  in  the 
Lesbian  Community.  Laura  Sachs.  4  p.m.  The  Center, 
338  Newbury  St  247-2927. 

Beverly  ♦  Gay  and  Lesbian  Parents  of  North  Shore. 
First  Sunday  each  month.  5  p.m.  potluck,  6:30  p.m. 
mtg.  First  Parish  Church,  225  Cabot  St  Info  Ed  (508) 
927-3818  or  Julie  (617)  595-9226. 

Jamaica  Plain  ♦  AF.R.O.S.  (Association  for  Right  on 
Sisters)  Monthly  Movie  Rap.  Illusions  by  Julie  Dash, 
Cycles  by  Zeinabu  Davis  and  Storme  by  Michelle 
Parkerson.  At  Crone's  Harvest.  76 1  Centre  St. 
6:30pm.  $5.  For  more  info  524-73 1 3 

4  Monday 

Amherst  ♦  Kaleidoscope:  A  Group  for  Older  L/G/B 
and  Friends.  Monthly  mtg,  with  speaker  from  Integrity 
(Episcopalian  L/G/B).  6:30  to  9  p.m.  Bangs  Comm.  Ctr, 
Boltwood  Walk.  Info:  Corrie  (413)  525-2188,  Warren 
(413)  586-4277,  or  Dave  (413)  773-3091 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Partners  and  Ex-Partners  of 
Incest  Survivors.  7  to  8:30  p.m.  Women's  Ctr,  46 
Pleasant  St  354-8807. 

Boston  ♦  Nat’l  Ass’n  of  Social  Workers  Comm,  on 
G/L/B  Issues  Pizza  Party  and  Social.  Info  and 
carpooling:  522-0717. 

5  Tuesday 

Newton  ♦  Lesbian  School  Teachers  /  Admins.  Potluck. 
6:30  p.m.  Info  and  directions:  244-5029. 

Cambridge  ♦  30+  Lesbian  Rap:  Lesbian  Sex.  7  to  9 
p.m.  Women’s  Ctr,  46  Pleasant  St  354-8807. 

Cambridge  ♦  Bisexual  Women's  Rap:  Bi-Phobia  / 
Stereotypes.  7:30  to  9:30  p.m.  Women’s  Ctr,  46 
Pleasant  St  354-8807. 

Boston  ♦  Gay  Fathers  of  Greater  Boston:  “Gay 
Community  Sampler:  Other  Gay  Groups  Present 
Themselves.”  8  to  10  p.m.  Lindemann  Ctr.  Boston  Rm. 
(plaza  M.),  25  Stanford  St  742-7897. 

6  Wednesday 

Springfield  ♦  Springfield  ColL  Gayness  /  Oppression  / 
Homophobia  Seminar  Series:  Education  for  Difference: 
Living,  Learning,  Loving.  7  p.m.  Locldin  Hall  Room  233, 


Springfield  Coll,  campus.  Info:  James  Genasci  (413) 
788-3221. 

Boston  ♦  Time  for  Reflection  and  Prayer  During  Lent 
MCC  7  p.m.  The  Center,  338  Newbury  St  427-0420. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Swing  Dance  Practice.  7:30  to  9 
p.m.  DOB,  Old  Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass. 
Ave.  Bring  tapes  if  poss.  $  1 . 66 1  -3633. 

7  Thursday 

Cambridge  ♦  L/GM  Forming  Political  Group  to 
Increase  Visibility  and  Impact  of  GM  and  L  7  p.m. 
Cafeteria,  Rindge  &  Latin  Schl.  Bring  sweet  or  sweetie. 
576-2455  or  354-7457. 

Boston  ♦  HCHP  Patient  Advocacy  Unioa  7  p.m.  BLQ 
140  Clarendon,  7th  fir.  HCHP  members  concerned 
about  HIV  and  AIDS  health  care.  864-9596. 

8  Friday 

Norton,  MA  ♦  Wheaton  College  Women’s  Music 
Festival.  Many  performers.  See  also  3/9.  6:30  to  1 1 
p.m.  The  Loft  Junct  Rts.  140  and  123.  (508)  285-7722 
x222  or  (508)  285-0933. 

Brookline  ♦  Lesbian  Lawyers  and  Legal  Workers 
poduck  Meeting.  7  p.m.  Info  and  directions:  483-3685. 

Boston  ♦  Friday  Night  Video  Series  At  The  Center. 
“Oranges  Are  Not  The  Only  Fruit”  8  p.m.  BYO 
Munchies.  $2.  The  Boston  G/L  Comm.  Ctr,  338 
Newbury  St  247-2927. 

Sundays 

Boston  ♦  Different  Strokes  Swim  Team.  Coached 
workouts  for  swimmers  of  all  abilitiies.  Noon  at 
Boston  City  Hosp.  swimming  pool.  Ed  767-0449. 

Boston  ♦  BAGLY  Drop-In  Center.  (BAGLY  =  Boston 
Alliance  of  G/L  Youth.)  St  John  the  Evangelist  Church, 
35  Bowdoin.  (800)  42BAGLY. 

Somerville  ♦  Boston  Strikers  G/L  Indoor  Soccer. 
Through  3/24/91.  Novice  pgm.  4  p.m.  Full  club 
scrimmage  5  p.m.  Winter  Hill  School.  $5  gym  fee.  Info: 
Jeffry  876-76 II 

Boston  ♦  Dignity  Mass.  Liturgy  followed  by  a  social 
hour.  St  John  the  Evangelist  Church,  35  Bowdoin  St. 
5:30  p.m.  5366518. 

Boston  ♦  Western  Orthodox  Church  Mass.  Arlington 
St  Church,  351  Boylston  St  227-5794. 

Boston  ♦  ALATEEN  Group  open  to  l/g/b  youth  22 
and  under.  338  Newbury  Street  rm.  202k.  6pm-7:30 
p.m.  Info:  Dave  629-25 1 8  or  Frank  66689 1 1 

Boston  ♦  Metropolitan  Community  Church 
Worship/Fellowship.  1 3 1  Cambridge  St  (near  Gov’t 
Ctr.).  7  p.m.  Info:  Rev.  Tanis  437-0420. 

Boston  ♦  Narcotics  Anonymous.  L/GM.  The  Center, 
338  Newbury  St  8  p.m.  247-2927. 

Boston  ♦  The  Gay  Dating  Show,  WUNR  1 600AM. 
I0:30pm-130am.  Lesbians  and  gay<nen. 

Mondays 

Boston  ♦  Positive  Directions.  Peer-led  support  group 
for  HIV+  people.  Boston  Living  Center,  140 
Clarendon.  1 125  p.m.  262-3456. 

Boston  ♦  Chiltem  Downhill  Skiing  Lessons.  Monday 
nights  at  Nashoba  Valley  ski  area.  Info:  Jim  843-3966. 

Boston  ♦  Monday  Night  Dinners  for  PWA’s  and 
Friends.  About  100  people  with  AIDS  and  their  friends 
meet  every  Monday  at  AIDS  ACTION  for  dinner.  No 
reservations  required.  6  p.m.  AIDS  ACTION,  131 
Clarendon  St  437-6200. 

Dorchester  ♦  Alcoholics  Anonymous.  First  Parish 
Church,  Mtg.  Hs.  Hill.  Beginners  6:30,  hardhats  8  p.m. 

Boston  ♦  Boston  Bisexual  Women’s  Network 
Coordinating  Comm.  The  Center,  338  Newbury  St 
247-2927. 

Worcester  ♦  AIDS  Project  Worcester.  A  support 
group  for  family,  friends,  concerned  others  dealing 
with  HIV.  305  Shrewsbury  St  7-8:30  p.m.  (508)755- 
3773. 

Boston  ♦  Northern  Lights  Alternatives  Monday  Night 
Rap  Group.  Talk  to  others  living  with  HIV.  38 
Appleton  St  7:30-9  p.m.  Info:  Ann  O’Rourke  694- 
0964. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Rap  Group.  The  Women’s 
Center.  46  Pleasant  St  8-10  p.m.  354-8807. 

Tuesdays 

Providence,  Rl  ♦  ACT  UP/Rh'ode  Island.  Clll  for 
meeting  place  (401)  461-4191. 

Cambridge  ♦  30+  Lesbian  Rap.  The  Women’s  Center. 
46  Pleasant  St  7-8:30.  354-8807. 

Medford  Radio  ♦  ‘We  the  People”  —  with  feminist 
Sheila  Parks.  WMFO  9I.5FM.  7-9a.m.  Tufts  U.  radio. 

Cambridge  ♦  Bisexual  Women’s  Rap.  The  Women’s 
Center.  46  Pleasant  St  7-8:30.  354-8807. 

Worcester  ♦  Support  Group  for  HIV+  G/B  Men  and 
Their  Significant  Others.  Closed  meeting.  AIDS  Project 


Worcester.  305  Shrewsbury  St  7-8:30  p.m.  (508)  755- 
3773. 


Boston  ♦  ACT  UP/Boston.  The  Living  Center,  YWCA 
140  Clarendon  St  7  p.m.  49-ACTUP. 

Boston  ♦  L/G  Freedom  Trail  Band  Rehearsals.  No 
audition  necessary.  Mass  College  of  Art  Longwood 
and  Brookline  Ave.  7: 1 5  p.m.  2660628. 

Cambridge  TV  ♦  PrideTime  —  Boston  G/L  TV,  with 
Jim  Voltz.  Cambridge  Cable  Channel  19. 7  p.m. 

Wednesdays 

Hyde  Park  ♦  Women’s  Pick-Up  Hockey.  MDC  Hyde 
Park  Rink  (near  Dedham).  8  to  9  a.m.  Info:  Janice  326 
1600  x350. 

Boston  ♦  Informal  Mtg.  with  Mayor  Flynn's  liaison  to 
the  Gay  Community.  Ann  Sanders  will  be  available  2  to 
6  p.m.  each  Wednesday.  No  appt  necessary,  but  Ms. 
Sanders  can  be  reached  at  725-3485. 

Boston  ♦  Boston  Alliance  of  G/L  Youth  (BAGLY). 
Open  to  youth  age  22  and  under.  35  Bowdoin  St  New 
persons'  meeting  6p.m,-  women  and  men  meet 
separately  6:45  to  7:30;  general  meeting  7:30p.m.  523- 
7363  or  I -800-42BAGLY. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Al-Anon  with  child  care, 
wheelchair  accessible.  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant 
St  6:30  to  8  pm  354-8807. 

Springfield  ♦  Names  Project  Meeting.  New  chapter 
with  weekly  quilting  meetings.  All  welcome  Frontier. 
19  Pearl  St  7  to  1 0  p.m.  (41 3)788-7459 

Worcester  ♦  Support  Group  for  HIV+  who  are  in 
Substance  Abuse  Recovery.  Closed  meeting.  AIDS 
Project  Worcester.  305  Shrewsbury  St  7:30  to  9  p.m. 
(508)  755-3773. 

Boston  ♦  Bisexual  Adult  Children  of  Alcoholics.  Mass. 
General  Hospital.  7:30  p.m.  Info:  Marge  259- 1 559. 

Boston  ♦  Positive  Directions.  Peer-led  support  group 
for  HIV+  people.  Boston  Living  Center,  140 
Clarendon.  7:30  p.m.  262-3456. 

Thursdays 

Boston  ♦  Boston  Area  Rape  Crisis  Center  drop-in 
group  for  women  who  have  been  raped.  492-RAPE 

Boston  ♦  Names  Project  Quilting  Bee  —  for  the  AIDS 
Memorial  Quilt  Sewing  supplies  and  support  provided. 
Boston  Living  Ctr,  140  Clarendon  St  7th  fir.  7  to 
9p.m.  Info  45 1-9003. 

Boston  ♦  The  Coalition  for  L/G  Civil  Rights.  Meets 
every  Thursday.  The  Center,  rm  202K.  338  Newbury 
St  6:30  to  8p.m.  828-3039. 

Portsmouth,  NH  ♦  Out  and  About  A  lesbian  social 
and  support  group.  Info:  Keryn  (603)  749-5851 
Boston  ♦  Positive  Directions.  Peer-led  support  group 
for  HIV+  people.  Boston  Living  Center,  140 
Clarendon.  7:30  p.m.  262-3456. 

Provincetown  ♦  Positive  PWA  Coalition  Weekly  Rap 
Session.  7:30.  155  Bradford  St  Peer  led.  (508)  487- 
3998. 

Boston  ♦  The  Group.  Discussion  and  social  hour.  The 
Center,  338  Newbury  St  266 1 1 29. 

Cambridge  ♦  GAMIT  Study  Break.  (GAMIT  =  Gays  at 
MIT.)  GAMIT  lounge,  room  50-306,  142  Memorial  Dr. 

Boston  ♦  L/G  Ice  Hockey  Practices  and  Intersquad 
Scrimmages.  All  levels.  9  p.m.  Grtr  Bos.  rink.  Info:  John 
350-6063,  Al  522-1408. 

Fridays 

Watertown  ♦  GLOW:  G/L  of  Watertown.  395-4664. 

Boston  ♦  GCN  Friday  Night  Stuffing  Party.  Come  stuff 
the  paper,  eat  pizza,  and  make  new  friends.  GCN,  62 
Berkeley  St  5  p.m.  4264469. 

Boston  ♦  Friday  Night  At  The  Movies.  The  Boston 
Living  Center.  140  Clarendon  St  Free.  7  p.m.  236- 
1011 

Boston  ♦  Body  Electric  Healing  w/sensual  massage  for 
gay  and  bisexual  mea  $11  522-9164. 

Boston  ♦  Positive  Directions.  Peer-led  support  group 
for  HIV+  people.  Boston  Living  Center,  140 
Clarendon.  7:30  p.m.  262-3456. 

Saturdays 

Boston  ♦  Frontrunners.  Meet  at  Metropolitan  Heakh 
Club  for  2  to  5-mi.  run  along  Charles.  Lockers  and 
showers  complimentary.  10  a.m.  Also:  Tues.  1115  p.m. 
at  MHC;  Wed.  6:45  p.m.  at  Hatch  Shed.  282-0013. 
Cambridge  ♦  Single  Mothers'  Support  Group.  Free 
drop-in  group  with  child  care,  alternate  Saturdays. 
Women's  Center.  46  Pleasant  St.  1 1  am- 1 130  p.m. 
354-8807. 

Boston  ♦  Pink  Flamingos.  TV/TS  of  New  England.  4  to 
6p.m.  338  Newbury  St,  2nd  fir.  247-2927. 

Boston  TV  ♦  PrideTime  —  Boston  G/L  TV,  with  Jim 
Voltz.  Boston  Neighborhood  Network,  channels  A3 
and  A8.  7:30p.m. 


Hindsights 


"We  are  Black  men  who  are  proudly  gay. 
What  we  offer  is  our  lives,  our  loves,  our 
visions.  We  are  risin’  to  the  love  we  all 
need.” 

— Joseph  Beam,  Editor 

In  the  Life —  A  Black  Gay  Anthology 

"...and  when  they  came  together  it  was 
like  attending  your  birth;  it  was  like  opening 
your  eyes...” 

— C.R.  Pouncy 

By  Patrick  Bell 

The  small,  but  comfortable  room  is  filled 
with  natural  light  that  filters  through  a 
large  curtainless  window  on  the  west 
end  of  the  room.  The  setting  sun’s  light 
allows  for  a  clear  view  of  each  of  the  faces 
gathered.  Some  are  long  and  thin,  others  are 
round  and  plump.  The  faces  are  clean  and 
bearded.  They  shine  with  the  knowledge  of 
age  and  experience.  They  shine  with  the 
tenderness  of  youth. 

Our  faces  smile  warmly  as  old  friends 
greet  old  Mends  and  acquaint  ourselves  with 
new  ones.  Occasionally,  a  loud  roar  of 
laughter  rises  above  the  soft  chatter  to  signal 
the  end  of  a  funny  story  or  the  punch  line  to  a 
familiar  joke.  We  reminisce,  we  hug  and  we 
kiss  as  only  family  would  do. 

At  first  glance,  it  seems  to  be  one  of  only 
hundreds  of  small  gatherings  given  weekly 
by  someone  in  the  city.  At  first  glance,  it 
seems  to  be  another  “A”  list  party  where  only 
superficial  socializing  and  the  exchange  of 
phone  numbers  will  take  place.  But  soon, 
after  most  of  the  guests  have  arrived,  a  small, 
thin  man  in  his  early  thirties  calls  for  the 
attention  of  everyone  in  the  room.  He 
announces  that  the  “discussion”  is  about  to 
begin.  Methodically  and  without  hesitation 
each  person  takes  his  seat  in  one  of  the  chairs 
that  have  been  assembled  in  a  circle.  The 
host  folds  his  legs  beneath  himself  as  he 
addresses  the  more  than  30  men  gathered. 
His  voice  is  soft  and  low,  his  words 
controlled  and  deliberate. 

“Thank  you  for  coming,”  he  says.  “This  is 
the  August  meeting  of  the  Atlanta  Men’s 
Caucus.  To  be  in  this  room,  you  need  only  to 
meet  three  important  criteria.  You  must  be  a 
man,  you  must  be  Black,  and  you  must  be 
gay.  Your  age,  income  level,  educational 
background  or  job  status  does  not  matter. 
Only  that  you  are  a  Black  gay  man.” 

Off  and  on  for  the  past  three  years,  the 


Examining  our  lives 

A  look  at  the  Atlanta  Men's  Caucus 


Atlanta  Men’&  Caucus  has  existed  under 
several  different  names  as  a  discussion  group 
for  Black  gay  men.  We  gather  monthly  or 
whenever  schedules  can  be  arranged,  to  talk 
about  a  specific  topic,  concern,  or  current 
event,  maybe  even  a  past  event,  that  directly 
affects  our  lives  as  Black  gay  men.  The 
subjects  range  from  relationships  to  health, 
from  the  role  of  Black  gay  people  in  politics 
to  the  role  of  Black  gay  people  in  the  church. 
They  are  honestly  painful  and  exhilarating 
discussions  about  our  lives. 

Those  who  attend  exemplify  the  pluralistic 
make  up  of  our  community.  There  are  “light 
browns”  and  medium  browns,”  and  “dark 
browns.”  There  are  tall  brothers,  short 
brothers,  big  brothers  and  petite  brothers. 
They  are  butch  and  they  are  femme.  Some 
are  coupled  and  some  are  not.  We  talk  about 
relationships  with  our  parents,  our  siblings, 
our  co-workers  and  our  neighbors.  We  share 
individual  insight  into  the  myriad  complex 
issues  of  racism  and  homophobia. 

There  are  many  groups  like  the  Atlanta 


There  are  many  groups 
Jike  the  Atlanta  Men’s 
Caucus  forming  around 
the  country— as  Black 
gay  men  come  together  in 
increasing  numbers  to 
network,  share  ideas,  and 
stories  about  our  lives. 

Men’s  Caucus  forming  around  the 
country — as  Black  gay  men  come  together  in 
increasing  numbers  to  network,  share  ideas, 
and  stories  about  our  lives.  I  am  reminded  of 
two  such  meetings  in  February  of  1990,  at 
the  National  Black  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Leadership  Conference  in  Atlanta.  More  than 


50  brothers,  at  each  meeting,  talked  about 
and  sometimes  cried  about  what  it  was  like  to 
grow  up  Black  and  gay.  And  although  we 
were  all  from  very  different  backgrounds 
from  across  the  U.S.  and  Jamaica,  our  stories 
of  frustration,  rage,  joy  and  love  sounded 
hauntingly  similar.  The  realization  bonded  us 
because  we  knew  our  individual  struggles 
were  reflective  of  the  struggles  by  other 
brothers. 

We  disagreed  and  agreed  on  coming  out  of 
the  closet,  fathering  children,  and  being 
politically  active  as  gay  people.  We  laughed 
and  joked  about  our  old  loves,  our  new  loves, 
our  mannerisms,  and  our  unique  African- 
American  culture. 

Gay  men  of  African  descent  are  taking 
more  control  of  our  lives.  The  first  steps  in 
this  long  process  has  already  begun.  By 
realizing  that  we  must  reach  beyond  our  own 
closets  to  other  brothers  to  share,  we  enhance 
the  meaning  of  our  lives.  Bonding  by 
discussion  helps  us  to  understand  where  each 
of  us  is  coming  from  and  where  we  are 
going.  It  lends  insight  to  our  own  personal 
issues  and  makes  life’s  journey  a  little  less 
painful  by  knowing  you  are  not  the  only  one 
thinking  and  dreaming  of  a  better  place  for 
Black  gay  men  to  live  and  love  in. 

We  are  the  first  generation  to  openly 
challenge  society’s  myths  about  what  it 
means  to  be  a  Black  gay  male.  We  are  the 
first  to  realize  the  importance  of  self 
actualization  and  stepping  beyond  the  fears 
of  hatred,  assault,  and  exclusion  by  our 
straight  Black  brothers.  We  challenge  the 
accepted  standards  of  sexuality  by  living  our 
lives  as  positive,  productive  and  spiritual 
citizens  who  love  our  families,  our 
community,  and  our  country.  We  challenge 
society’s  accepted  standard  by  shaping 
younger  Black  males’  perception  of  what  it 
truly  means  to  be  a  man.  It  isn’t  who  one 
sleeps  with,  it’s  what  one  does  with  his  life 
for  the  betterment  of  himself  and  his  people. 

I  think  of  a  brother  who  said  to  his 
nephews  (who  were  17  at  the  time  and  had 
spent  most  of  their  lives  around  him)  after  a 
basketball  game,  “You  guys  know  the  time, 
don’t  you?”  They  both  smiled  at  him, 
nodding  affectionately  and  answering,  “Yeah, 
Uncle  Bobby,  we  know  the  time.” 

I  think  of  myself  and  other  brothers  and 
our  movement  of  love.  Somehow  I  know  the 
dream  will  be  a  reality.  □ 


FREE  ADMISSION  'TIL  10:30 
EVERY  THURSDAY  AND  FRIDAY 

SATURDAY,  MARCH  23 

FROM  NY  COMEDIENNE  SARA  CYTR0N  AND  JAN  LUBY 
TICKETS  ON  SALE  NOW! 

COMING  SOON 

DESERT  HEARTS 

(ROUGH  TRADE  RECORDING  ARTISTS)  2  NICE  GIRLS  *TRET  FURE 

IN  THE  GALLERY 

(MARCH)  SHERRY  EDWARDS 


Thu  4PM-2AM,  Fri  4PM-2AM,  Sat  9PM-2AM 
3  Main  Street,  Cambridge,  MA  617-497-7200 


